
 
 

 

 

 

MARCH 1                                                  ASH WEDNESDAY                                                                 6:45 PM 

 

LESSONS:    Isaiah 58:1-12 

     2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 

     Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

SERMON:    "POSESSING ALL"                                                                                            Ben Acton  

OBSERVANCE:    Litany of Penitence and Imposition of Ashes 

 

 
MARCH 5                                            FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT                                                              10:30 AM 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

LESSONS:    Exodus 14:26-31; 15:20-21 

     Romans 16:1-6, 15-16 

     Mark 15:33-41  

SERMON:    "REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR TAMBOURINES"                  Margaret Northen                                                                                    

READER:    Ruby Pfaff 

LENTEN CANDLE LIGHTING   

 

MARCH 12                                                                SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT                                                               10:30 AM 

 

LESSONS:    Genesis 12:1-4a 

     Psalm 121 

     Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

     John 3:1-17 

SERMON:    "A NEW BEGINNING"                                                                                      Ben Acton 

READER:    Jim Stapleton 

LIGHTING OF LENTEN CANDLES  

 

MARCH 19                                                                THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT                                                       10:30 AM 

 

LESSONS:    Psalm 145 
     Luke 11:1-4; 14:15-24 
SERMON:    "THE FINAL SCENE"                                                                                     Dr. Durham 

Our Father, who Art in heaven … on earth as it is in heaven 

READER:    Allison McWilliams 

LIGHTING OF LENTEN CANDLES   

    

MARCH 26                                              FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                          10:30 AM  

 

LESSONS:    Psalm 107 

     Matthew 6:7-17; 17:1-11     

SERMON:    "ENOUGH"                                                                                                       Dr. Durham 

Give us this day our daily bread 

READER:    Pete Van Pelt 

LIGHTING OF LENTEN CANDLES   

*Lesson(s) in italics primary sermon text 

WORSHIP PLANS FOR MARCH 



 
 

                                                                                                         

 
 
Often Christians seek to discipline themselves by giving up something for the season of Lent.  After all, the 
Spirit drove Jesus up from the waters of baptism into the wilderness for forty days and nights, giving up the 
safety and the comfort of his home. 
 
But Jesus also took on prayer as a way to prepare for the mission to which he was called in his baptism.  So, 
while you may want to give something up - coffee, chocolate, alcohol, meat, video games, etc. - I challenge us 
also to take something on.  It might be daily Bible reading, a Sunday School class, but especially I want us to 
covenant together to pray.  Specifically, let us pray the Lord's Prayer daily, and at least once aloud with any in 
our household. 
 
Of all the things that the disciples could have asked of Jesus (prestige, position, money, knowledge, fame), they 
asked, "Lord, teach us to pray."  They had seen how every time Jesus prayed, powerful things happened.  Also, 
it was the custom for every Rabbi to teach his disciples prayer.  John the Baptist did the same for his followers, 
though none of those prayers survived.  Jesus answered their request, and ours, by giving us his prayer:  
thirty-seven words in Luke's account and fifty-four in Matthew's.   
 
During Lent, I will stray from the Revised Common Lectionary and will focus our worship and sermon on the 
three petitions/prayers centered in God: nature, kingdom, will, and the four petitions centered on our needs: 
daily bread, forgiveness, defense against temptation and deliverance from evil.  Then, on Easter Sunday, we 
will all sing the Lord's Prayer (like we are soloists at a wedding). 
 
As we wander with Jesus through Lent, let our request be, "Lord, teach us to pray …" and let The Lord's Prayer 
be our guide. 
 
        Charlie Durham 
 

Contact Information for Charlie: 
 
Home Phone: (205) 330-0482                 Cell Phone: (205) 454-7048         Church Phone: (205) 822-1124, Ext. 303 

Email: charlie.southmin@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

       
Congregational Care Ministry Unit will meet Monday morning, March 6th, at 10:30 AM.  The remaining 
ministry units - Administrative, Faith Formation, Fellowship, Generosity, Outreach, Property, and Worship - 
will meet Wednesday evening, March 8th, at 5:30 P.M.  All are encouraged to stay for dinner at 6:30.  Make 
reservations by calling the Church Office, 822-1124.   
 
 

 
 

       
 
Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports by Saturday, March 11th.  All Session members are asked to 
pick up minutes, agenda, and reports following worship on the 12th in preparation for the Stated Meeting on 
Monday, March 13th, at 5:30 PM in Grace Hall. 

LENT - TAKING SOMETHING ON 
 

 

Ministry Unit Meetings  

Attention Session Members  



 
 

 
 
 

 
As many of you know, last year Southminster joined with a number of other PC(USA) churches in 
Birmingham to form Presby BYG (Birmingham Youth Group) to provide a youth group experience for all 
the youth in those churches. 
 
The impetus for this collaboration was a realization among the various church's leadership that 
combining resources could lead to a fuller and more faithful ministry than any one of the churches could 
currently do alone for the young people we are charged to nurture in faith. 
 
That ministry is growing now as we reach the halfway point of the second year!  We have added 
Mountain Brook Presbyterian to the group, which also includes Southminster, First Presbyterian 
Birmingham, Oakmont, Shades Valley, and Edgewood.  We've added more leaders and we've learned 
better how to delegate responsibilities so no one person or congregation feels overburdened. 
 
We've also, I think this year, gotten into deeper discussion about how we live and express our faithfulness 
in Christ.  Examples of that include some meaningful discussion and practices of prayer around the 
liturgical celebration of World Communion Sunday, Advent, and Lent; a series over the last few weeks 
focusing on "Who is My Neighbor?" that culminated in serving dinner at First Light on February 26; and 
an upcoming Worship Workshop when the youth from all the congregations will develop some common 
liturgy to be used on Youth Sunday at each church.  Preparations for Presby BYG to go to Montreat 
together are also underway with fundraising at multiple churches, including ours. 
 
BYG is hosted by Southminster this month on March 12, 19, April 2, and April 9.  We'll be on campus for 
three of those Sundays and off campus for one.  Hosting means Southminster will take the lead in 
providing space, food, and content for the youth gatherings on those dates.   
 
But the truth is, Southminster has already taken the lead in many ways with this ministry - your 
generosity helps us provide financial resources, adult volunteers who are dedicated to youth, and a 
theological integrity to every game we play, meal we eat, and study we experience.  Thank you for that. 
 
Presby BYG is an experiment.  It may not always be a permanent thing, but is what those responsible for 
serving youth in these churches feel the Spirit is leading us to do now.  We value your prayers and 
continued support as we seek that Spirit's leading, especially over the next month while we abide at 
Southminster. 
   
        The Lord Bless and Keep You! 
 

          Ben 
 
 

       
 
The deadline for the April Sounds of Southminster and calendar is Friday, March 24th.  Please send all articles 
you would like included in this edition of the  newsletter to Betsy by email, bets_southmin@bellsouth.net, or 
place them in her church mail box in the print room.  A reminder … the week the Sounds is mailed is Spring 
Break so any of you heading out of town for that week, please don't forget to send me your information before 
you leave!!  Thanks in advance! 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

A (Presby) BYG Update 



 
 

 
 
We have been busy at Southminster Day School!  This year started off with a bang as we held our Geography 
and Spelling Bees for 2017.  After having our in-school competition, our Geography Bee winner, Johnny 
Stumpff, recently took the national Geography Bee test.  We anxiously await the results.  We are proud of 
Johnny and all of his hard work. 
 
Recently we held the school-wide Spelling Bee and our winner, Scarlett Swiney, went on to compete in the 
District Bee, winning against all the Vestavia schools!  We look forward to her participation in the County Bee 
this month! 
 
The D.A.R. essay competition topic for this year focused on our beautiful National Parks.  Our winner of the 
competition, MaKenna Goolsby, highlighted the Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado.  Her essay has been 
submitted to the state D.A.R. board to compete with other state-wide school winners. 
 
Our annual Talent Show was held recently and we enjoyed a vast array of talented students.  Magic acts, piano 
players, dancer, karate demonstrations, and singers, just to name a few!  It was a fun evening for our parents, 
staff, and students. 
 
With Spring just around the corner, we are currently holding our Fall 2017 registration.  Wow!  Our school 
year is moving right along! 
 
We invite you to visit the halls of Southminster Day School so you can enjoy the art, character essays, and 
other work that line the halls of Southminster.  We enjoy having visitors, so come by anytime! 
 
         Jeanie Covin, Director 

 
 

       
 
The new Pastor Nominating Committee went right to work after being elected.  We met to receive information 
about the task before us and to elect leaders for our group.  I will be the moderator of the group, Charlotte 
Worsham will be our vice-moderator and Natalie Reed will be our tech communicator.  Our next meeting will 
be with Sid Burgess, our liaison with the Presbytery Committee on Ministry, so he can teach us more about the 
process of a pastor search.  Although we can't share details of our work, we will regularly report to the 
congregation.  Please pray for us and for our future pastor in the months ahead. 

           Janet Nebrig, Moderator 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Southminster Presbyterian Foundation for Ministry would like to thank the Cox Estate for the generous 
donation given in memory of Liz and Bob Cox.  The Foundation reviews requests for grants from local, 
regional, national, and international projects.  This donation from the Cox Estate will enable us to serve many 
more of our neighbors in need.  Thanks be to God and thank you to the Cox family.   
 
       Judy Habeeb, Development Committee of the SPC Foundation Board   

 

Day School News 

PNC Progress 

Foundation for Ministry 



 
 

Lenten Series 2017: 
"Good News!" 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Dinner @ 6 PM 

Program and Communion @ 6:40 PM 
 

**** 
Lent is usually thought of as a somber time, a time of denial,  

and deep introspection about our God-given gifts and frailties. 

 
That introspection, though, is good news -- and potentially a  

source of great joy in our daily walk of faith in Christ. 
 

For 3 weeks we'll explore how there can be beauty in the  

brokenness we confront in Lent as we draw close to the 
good news of Christ's death and resurrection. 

 

Join us as we explore: 
 

March 15:  The Good News of Self-Doubt 
 

March 22:  The Good News of Skepticism 

 
April 5:  The Good News of Lament 

 

 
 
 

 
This month it is my pleasure to introduce you to Sungwoo Sam Kim, who will receive a MDiv/MAPT in 2018.  
Sam is under the care of the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta.  Sam served with honors for eight years in the 
South Korean army and completed Bachelors in Theology and Bachelors in Computer Engineering.  He and his 
wife have three daughters, ages 9, 7, and 3.  Sam is honored to receive this year's scholarship.  "Thank you 
very much for the generous scholarship.  It is an honor and a blessing to my family and me.  I will certainly not 
forget your generosity when I am in the position to do the same for others." 
 
I was inspired by Sam's comments.  Let us not forget those who have shared their financial blessings to enable 
us to reach our potential.  This year YOU have the opportunity to do the same for our outstanding seminary 
students.  Be a blessing to them.  Send your gift and continue to support Columbia.  I was overwhelmed with 
the response in 2016 by the women's circles and our congregation members.  We almost doubled our support 
over 2015.  Let's all increase our contributions again this year.  Thank you for your continuing support and 
prayers as our students prepare to serve the church. 
 
On behalf of Columbia,  

           Charlotte Ruth Worsham 

Columbia Friendship Circle 



 
 

 
 
 
A summary of the actions taken in the February Session meeting is as follows: 
 

1. The Session approved the Presbyterian Women Birthday Offering on May 21, with a Minute for 
Mission on May 14. 
 

2. In an electronic vote, the Session approved replacing the Grace Hall refrigerator at a cost not to exceed 
$2900, from the Capital Fund. 
 

3. In an electronic vote, the Session approved inviting Reverend Jay Wilkins to participate in the liturgy, 
the Liturgy of Dissolution with Joe Slane, and the administration of Holy Communion at the worship 
service on February 5. 
 

4. In an electronic vote, the Session approved calling a Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing 
a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) on Sunday, February 26, following the worship service. 
 

5. The Session approved the Congregational Care Ministry Unit recommendation for a Minute for Mission 
on March 5 for Care Circles. 
 

6. The Session approved the Generosity Ministry Unit recommendation for the annual stewardship 
campaign theme for this year, Saints Alive! Living Generously, based on 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. 
 

7. The Session approved the Generosity Ministry Unit recommendation of October 15 as Dedication 
Sunday, with stewardship Minutes for Mission on October 1 and October 8. 
 

8. The Session approved the Generosity Ministry Unit recommendation to hold the Generosity Brunch 
during the Sunday School hour on October 8. 
 

9. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation to invite Margaret Northen to 
preach and share in worship leadership on March 5 as part of "Gifts of Women" Sunday. 
 

10. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation to apply the previous 2016 
transfer of $15,100 from the Reserve Fund to the 2016 budget deficit and approve a transfer of 
$518.39 from the Reserve Fund for the remaining deficit amount. 
 

11. The Session approved the Pastoral Transition Team recommendation to disband the team to make 
way for and create no potential conflict with the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). 
 

12. The Session approved the Southminster Foundation recommendation for a Minute for Mission on April 
2 on the Foundation. 
 

13. The Session approved the 2016 General Assembly annual statistical report.  The changes in Church 
membership during 2016 consisted of the addition of seven new members and the reduction of ten 
members for a total active membership at year end of 374. 

         Respectfully submitted, 
 

          Bill Christians 

 

 

 

Clerk of Session Report 



 
 

(In) Forming Faith 

CELEBRATING 

 

 SOUPER BOWL:  The annual youth-led Souper Bowl of Caring (February 1) raised an additional 

$332.93 for our Stop Hunger Now campaign.  Thanks for your generosity! 

 

 MARDI GRAS PARTY:  Our youth held their second Montreat FUNdraiser:  the Mardi Gras 

celebration!  A delicious Cajun potluck was enjoyed by all, with many King Cake babies 

found, and a children's parade as the crowning touch!  Laura Bannon's bread pudding won 

"Most Delicious" and she was awarded a beautiful Mardi Gras crown! 

 

Generosity of spirit and the joy of fellowship abounded as we raised over $500 for youth 

attending Montreat with Southminster.  "Merci beaucoup!" to all who donated food, time, 

energy, and finances to this ministry effort! 

  

 LIVING RIVER:  On February 24, Betty Angelini began her work as the new Executive Director of 

Living River Camp and Conference Center.  To learn more about Betty, go to this link:  

http://www.livingriver.org/angelini.html. 

  

 While on the website, make sure to check out information on 2017 summer camps!  Sign up 

 your child, grandchild, or a neighbor today! 

 

EXPERIENCING 

 

 BRIGHT SUNDAY PREPARATIONS:  In March, Wednesday Night Fellowship programs for our 

children will consist of preparation for Bright Sunday - which is April 23!  All children are invited 

to attend and take part! 

 

 BYG COMES TO SOUTHMINSTER!  Our combined Birmingham Youth Group (or BYG) ministry with 

5 other Birmingham area PC(USA) congregations is hosted this month by Southminster.  We will 

need some help beginning March 12 to provide a meal for these youth gatherings.  Please let 

Ben know if you can help and he'll give you more details.  The dates we are looking at include: 

March 12, March 19, April 9. 

 

For more thoughts on BYG, see Ben's column in this issue of the Sounds. 

 

 YOUTH MONTREAT DEPOSITS ARE DUE!  Please get your $100 in ASAP to reserve your spot for 

Montreat, July 11-18, 2015. 

 

 LENT SERIES:  GOOD NEWS OF LENT!  See elsewhere in Sounds for information about our Lenten 

Series, March 15, 22, and April 5! 

 

ANTICIPATING 

 

Some dates to keep in mind for April and beyond: 

 April 8:  Easter Egg Hunt 

 April 23:  Bright Sunday 

 May 7:  Youth Sunday 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Make Wednesday Night Fellowshp Suppers a part of your routine.  Come enjoy delicious meals, at a steal of a 
deal … and some great programs to boot!! 
 
March 1st:   
Meal:  Sweet and Sour Chicken, Rice, Italian Green Beans, Brownies. 
Ash Wednesday Service at 6:45 PM in the Sanctuary. 
 
March 8th:    
Menu:  Taco Night with Chicken or Beef, Taco fixings, Taquitos (for children), Fred Fruit 
Ministry Unit Meetings 
 
March 15th:   
Menu:   Pork Tenderloins, Mashed Potatoes, Candied Carrots, Lemon Pie 
Program:  Lenten Series 
 
March 22nd:  
Menu:  Chicken Casserole, Wild Rice, Brussel Sprouts, Ice Cream Sandwiches 
Program:  Lenten Series 
 
March 29th: 
NO SUPPER OR PROGRAM - Spring Break 
 

**Make Reservations by signing the Attendance Form on Sunday or calling the Church Office,  
822-1124, by Noon on Mondays** 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Final 2016 Analysis of Revenues and Expenses 
 

     Revenues   $ 513,202.88 
     Expenses   $ 525,821.27 
     Deficit    ( $15,616.39) 
 

January 2017 Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary 
 

       Budget   Actual 
 
    Revenue          $ 39,944.50  $  46,688.05 * 
    Expenses           $ 46,671.38  $  46,775.49 
    Net           $(  6,726.88)  $ (       87.44) 
 

*Note:  Revenue includes prepaid annual pledges. 
 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Programs 

Administrative 2016 Financial Summary 



 
 

 
 

 
 
The next collection date is Saturday, March 4.  Bring you usable discards, gently used clothing, etc. to the 
Presbyterian Home for Children's reception center in the rear parking lot, below the playground of Shades Valley 
Presbyterian Church.  Terry Tingle will be serving as host.  Volunteers will be on hand to unload your vehicle and 
to give you a receipt for your tax-deductible donation.  The center will be open from 8 AM to 12 Noon.  To 
volunteer, or for more information, email Terry Tingle (terrytingle@gmail.com). 
 
The Presbyterian Home for Children is in need of at least one wooden bookcase, a wooden desk with a chair, a 
metal file cabinet, and a pair of matching office chairs.  If someone has any of these items they would like to donate, 
but can't get them to the donation center, Terry Tingle would be glad to come and get them.  Just email Terry at the 
above address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you all so much for the generous donations.  We have met our fundraising goal for Stop Hunger Now!  Please 
join us to pack over 20,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now in two hours in Grace Hall.  The date is Saturday, March 
18th,  from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  We will also need volunteers to help set up and clean up before and after.  We will be 
working with members from other area churches in the Presbytery, along with parents and students from the Day 
School.  You can sign up at the link below, or by contacting Heather Benoit at hbenoit77@hotmail.com to volunteer. 

http://events.stophungernow.org/bhampreschurches2017 
 
 
 
 
It's finally here!  After two years of perusing, speaking with musicians around the Presbytery, and "testing the 
waters," we are now using the 2014 Presbyterian Hymnal, Glory to God.  The new hymnal was placed in the pews 
for the Service of the Lord's Day on February 12.  Prior to that date, we sang several hymns from Glory to God as a 
congregation and as a choir.  In addition, we have been learning new hymns and reviving some of the hymns that 
were not included in the previous Presbyterian Hymnal.  Approximately 2/3 of the "Blue Hymnal" is included in 
Glory to God.  The rest of the hymnal includes newly-composed, as well as more "traditional" psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs. 
 
The purchase of Glory to God was made possible by two generous donations to our Girts and Memorials Fund.  Dr. 
Joe Slane designated the gifts given in Krista's memory and Nancy Deerman made a memorial gift in memory of her 
grandmother, who gave Nancy her very first hymnal.  Be sure to thank them for their generous gifts.  It should be 
noted that we have ordered an additional 60 hymnals to add to the sanctuary pews.  These are being purchased 
with Nancy Deerman's gift and with an additional gift from Nelson and Cassie Forbes. 
 
What will we do with the old hymnals?  If you gave hymnals in memory or in honor of someone and would like to 
have those hymnals to keep, please contact Carol Kinsaul or any member of the Worship Ministry Unit by March 
15, 2017.  Give us your name and the name for whom the hymnal was donated and we will do our best to get them 
for you.  After March 15, the hymnals will be placed in storage as we search for a congregation in need of hymnals.   
Thank you so much for your loving and generous spirit.  It is such an honor to serve God with you, the church at 
Southminster. 
 
        Shalom, 

          Larry 

Presbyterian Home for Children Thrift Store 

Monthly Donation Day at SVPC 

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packing Event 

Sing Unto the Lord a New Song 

http://events.stophungernow.org/bhampreschurches2017


 
 

 
 
 
      
Many people are being remembered on the Southminster Prayer Chain.  Those who have been added or for whom there are  
updates since the last newsletter are: 
 

 
Give thanks with Mark Hopkins and Rick Reed for a successful Matthew 28 mission trip and their safe return 
Jan Callender, now home from Aspire Rehabilitation for continued recovery from knee replacement surgery 
Jim Clark, undergoing a new cancer treatment 
Margaret Dormon, as she seeks employment 
Charlie Durham, for recovery from hip replacement surgery 
Joe Slane, at home for continued recovery from surgery to repair a ruptured tendon in his leg 
Give thanks with Joe Slane and Beverly Brasell who were united in marriage Saturday, February 18th, at Edgewood 
Presbyterian Church by Reverend Sid Burgess 
Joan Starkel, at Brookwood Hospital for recovery from a fall and surgery to repair a broken hip 
Tommy Tillman, at home for recovery from recent dental surgery 
Grandson of Bill Murphy's friend, Colton Brannen, who has an inoperable brain tumor 
Jeanne Kallman's friend, Sue Butler, as she undergoes chemotherapy treatments prior to having a double mastectomy 
Mark Hopkins' mother, Jean Hopkins, recently hospitalized; now in a rehabilitation center, for improved health and strength 
Give thanks with Cal and June Hyer's son, Bruce Hyer, at the receipt of good test results 
Betty Smith, now home from Aspire Rehabilitation for continued improvement and strength 
Allison Smith's mother and Joy McWiliams' grandmother, Sheila Smith, as she seeks new treatment option for Multiple 
Sclerosis that will relieve stress on her kidneys and prevent renal failure 
Sara Brown's friend, Mike Sparks, now in a rehabilitation center for recovery from surgery 
Judy Jones' mother, Julia Truelove, hospitalized with congestive heart failure 
Charles Edwards' friend, Sandy Turner, with Stage 4 brain cancer for comfort and peace 
Lynn English's mother, Dean Vandegrift, at St. Vincent's Hospital for recovery from a fall 
Pat Bailey's friends, Brian and Beverly White, as Beverly begins chemotherapy treatments and Brian is still hospitalized  
Mal David Black and family at the loss of his mother, Eva Black 
Cal and June Hyer and family at the loss of June's siser, Viola Stone 
Judy Habeeb's employee, Meredith Leslie and daughter Polly at the sudden loss of husband and father, Stewart 
Hopper Coley's friend, Hannah White and family at the loss of her brother, Avery White 
 
 

In Memoriam 
Eva "Minnie" Black 

September 7, 1926 - February 15, 2017 

 

"If we live, we live, to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 

so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's." 

Romans 14:8 

 

 
 
 
 
Give thanks with Kevin and Cate Horton and big sister Adelaide at the birth of son James Wallace 
Horton on February 4th.  All are doing fine! 
 
He is welcomed by other Southminster members, proud grandfather, Mike Horton, aunt Kate Horton 
and aunt and uncle Lindsey and Derrick Duke and great-grandparents, Dick and Joan Starkel. 
 
Congratulations!!!! 

Congregational Prayer Chain  

New Birth 



 
 

 
 

An End and a New Beginning for Southminster 
 

Friends, we have concluded our pledge drive for calendar and budget year 2017.  Here are the final summary 
numbers: 
 
General Fund:  Count: Amount Pledged: 
Pledged last year  82                   $327,206.00 
2017 Pledgers  83                   $319,684.00 
New Pledgers (included in 
total) 

  
10 

 
                  $  14,220.00 

    
Total 2017                    $319,684.00 83  
Total 2016                    $327,206.00 83  
Difference                   ($    7,522.00)   
    
Capital Fund:    
2017 Pledgers  26                   $  19,950.00 
2016 Pledgers  31                   $  21,955.00 
    
    
Foundation:    
2017 Pledgers  10                   $     3,920.00 
2016 Pledgers  1                   $        100.00 

 
Many thanks to all who have pledged.  For those who have not pledged, it is not too late to fill out a pledge.  
We have chosen a theme for the Annual Campaign for 2018, which we will conduct in September and October.  
Our theme is based on 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 and is SAINTS ALIVE! LIVING GENEROUSLY.  We will focus on 
the fruits of your giving and how those gifts transforms lives.  Stay tuned. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Presbyterian Historical Society Executive Director Rev. Beth Hessel is coming to Birmingham March 9 for 
presentation at South Highland Presbyterian Church.  Dr. Hessel will share the PHS mission of collecting, 
preserving, interpreting and sharing the story of American Presbyterianism.  The Presbyterian Historical 
Society, founded in 1852 and based in Philadelphia, is the country's oldest and largest denominational 
archive.   
 
On Thursday, March 9, Dr. Hessel will lead a "Coffee and Conversation" session at 10:00 a.m. at South 
Highland Presbyterian.  All members of the Presbytery are welcome and encouraged to invite friends 
who have interest in history. 
 
For more information about the Presbyterian Historical Society, visit their website at 
www.history.pcusa.org. 
 
 

Generosity Ministry Unit 

Presbyterian Historical Society 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Southminster Members and Friends, 
 
The grace of God has been poured out in such abundance by you in multiple ways including: 
 

† wonderful recognitions and cards celebrating our 29 years of shared ministry 
 

† a generous retirement love gift 
 

† get well cards and messages from the January 26 surgery for a ruptured tendon 
 

† care and support during extended recovery 
 

† above all - your love and prayers 
 

February 18 was a great day as Beverly and I were united in marriage.  Son Elliot pushed my wheelchair 
down the aisle at Edgewood Presbyterian.  Friend and colleague, Sid Burgess, officiated at a beautiful 
service for a small, but robust, congregation of family members.  Beverly and I are thankful for the many 
well wishes on our journey together. 
 
Entering retirement and now marriage from the vantage of a wheelchair has changed my perspective.  I 
am more aware than ever of my utter dependence on God working through people like you.  Being short 
leads me to look up for help! 
 
Until Beverly and I eventually find a new home in the area, address remains: 
 
3229 Altaloma Drive, Vestavia, AL 35216. 
 
My new email is joeslane@att.net. 
 
Beverly's address remains brasellbj@bellsouth.net. 
 
May God's grace be poured out on you in abundance this Lent in a way that leads us all closer to our 
constant companion, Jesus Christ. 
 
Love,    

           Joe Slane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Notes 



 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 

1124 Montgomery Highway 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

Church:   205/822-1124 

Church Fax:  205/822-6739 

Website Address:  http://southminsterpcusa.org 

E-Mail Address:  southmin@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

George and Patsy VanKirk 
617 Glen Iris Lane, Pelham, AL 35124 

Phone: (205) 690-1537 
Email: vankirkg@gmail.com 

Birthdays: 
George - June 21st; Patsy - March 28th 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Our newest members, Patsy and George VanKirk, are already very active in the life of Southminster!  
They have joined the Advent Sunday School Class.  George has been sighted working with the 
Property Ministry Unit, while Patsy has joined a Circle.  They have retired her from Huntsville, where 
George was an engineer, formerly with the U.S. Army Missile Company, and Patsy was a homemaker 
and a computer programmer.  George enjoys woodworking, cycling, and reading.  Patsy enjoys her 
family and traveling. 
 
Please welcome Patsy and George as they join by transfer of membership from First Presbyterian, 
Huntsville.  They will be welcomed in worship on March 5th.  Welcome, VanKirk's!! 

Staff Members 
Charlie Durham, Transitional Pastor 

Ben Acton, Associate Pastor for Education and Youth Ministries  

Larry Hardin, Dir. Of Music Ministries 

David Renaker, Organist 

Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School 

Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator 

Betty Smith, Financial Assistant 

Gerald Colbert, Sexton 

Dereck Stewart, Sexton 
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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