
 
 

 

 

 

APRIL 2ND                                          FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT                                                              10:30 AM 

 

LESSONS:    Leviticus 25:8-17 

     Matthew 18:21-35   

READER:    Bob Wise 

SERMON:    "FORGIVENESS"                                 Dr. Durham  

LIGHTING OF LENTEN CANDLES: Ben Acton 

MINUTE FOR MISSION:  Foundation for Ministry  

 

 
APRIL 9TH                                     PALM/PASSION SUNDAY                                                            10:30 AM 

 

LESSONS:    Zechariah 9:9-10 

     I Corinthians 10:9-13 

     Mark 11:1-11 

READER:    Kent Howard 

SERMON:    "PRAYING FOR PREVENTION"                                                                Dr. Durham 

LIGHTING OF LENTEN CANDLES: Ben Acton 

MINUTE FOR MISSION:  "One Great Hour of Sharing"              Charles Goodman 

 

 

APRIL 13TH     MAUND THURSDAY                                                                            6:00 PM 

HOLY COMMUNION AND TENEBRAE 

 

LESSONS:    Psalm 116:1-13 

     Psalm 22 

     Luke 14:32-42     

SERMON:    "THE AGONY"                                                                                                 Dr. Durham 

READER:    Mark Hopkins 

 

APRIL 16TH                                     EASTER DAY/THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD                                        10:30 AM 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

LESSONS:    Luke 24:1-12 
SERMON:    "RESPONSE TO THE RESURRECTION"                                                 Dr. Durham 

READER:    Rachel Acton  

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE:  Ben Acton 

    

APRIL 23RD                                                  SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                          10:30 AM  

BRIGHT SUNDAY 

 

The Service is planned and led by the children of our church. 

This Sunday is always a wonderful worship experience in the life of Southminster! 

Please make plans to be here and support our children!! 

 

 

 

WORSHIP PLANS FOR APRIL 



 
 

 

APRIL 30TH                                                              THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                       10:30 AM 

 

LESSONS:    Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
     Luke 24:13-35 
     First Peter 1:17-23 
SERMON:    "TAKE TIME TO BE HOLY"                                                                        Dr. Durham 

READER:    Nancy McIntosh 

 

                                                                                              
 

 

       
 

April is a spiritual roller coaster.  The Lord's Prayer will continue to be our companion through all the 
ups and downs, twists and turns.  We continue to pray that our Heavenly Father will divert us away 
from temptations that abound at every turn, soaring with the Palm Sunday procession and quickly 
dipping toward the Passion of Holy Week.  Maundy Thursday will find us in the Garden praying with 
Jesus, "Thy will be done," and then hearing the agonizing, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me …" 
 
As a young teen, I remember asking my Sunday School teacher what the phrase of the Apostles' 
Creed, "He descended into Hell," means.  He could easily have diminished my question, but instead 
he confessed that he didn't know, but would find out.  The next Sunday he gave me an answer - one 
that I cannot remember but I will never forget how he took seriously my question.  Ever since then I 
have been in love with Christian theology.  Some years later, though, I did come to an understanding 
of this phrase. 
 
Medieval theologians pointed to the passage in I Peter 3:18-22 in what they called, "The Harrowing 
of Hell," as after his death on a cruel cross, Jesus descended into help and preached to "the spirits in 
prison," thus offering salvation to those who had died before his coming.  But then I learned that on 
his cross Jesus experienced the total, absolute forsakenness of God.  That was his hell.  He 
experienced it so that when we are in our own hells, we will know we are not alone.  His prayer, 
cried in agony, is ours as well. 
 
This makes Easter soar up from the very ages of hell to heaven's glory.  Our response to the mystery 
of Easter will be to pray in word and in song: "Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen." 
 
May the Lord's Prayer be our companion in all the ups and downs, twists and turns, of our life … 
forever and ever. 
 
        Charlie Durham 
 

Contact Information for Charlie: 
 
Home Phone: (205) 330-0482                 Cell Phone: (205) 454-7048         Church Phone: (205) 822-1124, Ext. 303 

Email: charlie.southmin@gmail.com 
 
 

MARCH SOUNDINGS  



 
 

 
 

 

       

We do a good job, I believe, of making space for new folks, of helping guests and visitors feel welcomed 
and valued.  We are committed to finding places of ministry for new and long-time members alike.  In the 
last three years, over half of our elected elders have been newly ordained or, having been previously 
ordained in another PC(USA) church, served for the first time as an elder at Southminster. 
 
For all these things, I am extremely grateful. 
 
My gratitude is partly due to the joy I feel as one of your pastors to see this congregation give visible 
expression to God's love and grace.  But it's more than that.  I am thankful beyond words for your 
hospitality to my own family.  Rachel, Nate, and I have a spiritual home here because of you.  Nate, in 
particular, has found a sense of belonging and grown in faith in Christ. 
 
That faithfulness is inspiring!  And I believe it is time for that faithful practice of present and past to 
inspire our future. 
 
Recently, the results from our church wide survey, conducted in November, came in.  The results are 
being reviewed by Session, the PNC, and the special Session Committee on Long Range Planning.  
Distributing those results to the whole congregation will happen soon, so that all of us can continue to 
discern together the future God has in store for us. 
 
But I want to mention one particular part of that survey that presents an immediate opportunity. 
 
Almost every respondent of the survey indicated a desire to see our church grow, to meet the needs of 
the community, to "reach out."  At the same time, the survey revealed that not nearly as many folks have 
put that desire into practice by inviting someone to church in the last year. 
 
While we could bemoan that result or rationalize it by noting the very real challenges of sharing our faith 
with strangers and neighbors alike, I prefer to look at this part of the survey as an obvious place for 
opportunity. 
 
Since we have great history of making others feel welcome, our desire to reach out is really a desire to 
continue building on a strength and taking it up a notch.  Perhaps by telling a co-worker, a friend, or a 
neighbor about the good food and conversation during a Wednesday night meal, about the community 
and wisdom shared in Sunday School class, about the love and grace of God we experience together in 
worship.   
 
True, those we tell may say "No," or say "Yes," and then not show up.  They may already have a church 
home.  But even if they decline, it is quite possible their day will be enriched by the thought that someone 
cared enough to invite them to be part of what God is doing here. 
 
So, Southminster, let us continue to do what we have often done best over the years.  Let us recommit 
ourselves now to welcoming one another so that we might continue to share the love and grace Jesus 
Christ has shown to us, for the glory of God. 
 
        May the Lord Bless and Keep You, 
 

            Ben 

BEN'S COLUMN  



 
 

 

       
 

 
Thanks to Southminster for the overwhelming generosity in contributing to the Rise Against Hunger 
packing event, and for so many who actually did the packing and joined in on the fun!  We were able 
to pack more than 20,000 meals in 1.5 hours to feed hungry school children far away.  Once again, 
Southminster was there when needed!  
 
Thanks to those who contributed non-perishable food to the Greater Birmingham Ministries during 
March!  Their need was great and Southminster did not disappoint!  We delivered a packed SUV on 
our first trip! 
 
On Wednesday, April 19, Deborah Everson of First Light Shelter will speak to us about the Women's 
Mission and the many wonderful needs they fill.  Please join us on that night and, if possible, bring 
donations for the shelter.  Below are some of the items they need: 
 

 Decaf coffee 
 Powdered creamer 

 Travel size toothpaste 
 Toothbrushes 

 Antibacterial Cream/Gel 
 Cotton Balls 
 Bandaids 
 Bleach 

 
       Outreach Ministry Unit 
 
 
 
 
 

We are enjoying a terrific Spring here at SDS!  Our 4th graders recently traveled to Sea Lab at 
Dauphin Island for a three day adventure where they learned about marine life. They walked through 
the marshes, enjoyed delicious fresh seafood, and experienced some beautiful sunrises on the 
Alabama coast.  Dissecting squid and growing plankton are always fun activities, and this year did not 
disappoint!  SDS students were well behaved and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
 
Current 5th grader, McKenna Goolsby, won second place in the statewide D.A.R. Essay contest!  We 
are so proud of her and are happy that she will be recognized in the upcoming awards luncheon that 
will be held in April. 
 
If you want to be inspired, come walk the halls of Southminster and enjoy the beautiful artwork and 
reading projects that are on display throughout the building.  We have so many talented artists and 
writers here, and it is wonderful to see their work.  Please take the opportunity to be inspired! 
 

         Jeanie Covin, Director 

 

 

Outreach Ministry Unit News 

Day School News 



 
 

 
 

 
 
The cost of lilies this year is $10 per plant.  The signup sheet and dedication forms are located on the 
bulletin board outside Grace Hall.  Please turn in your money and dedication form to Betsy by Friday, 
April 9th! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On April 23rd the Reluctant Faithful will begin a new course of study, The Gospel of Mark.  Materials 
for participants consist of a copy of the Gospel of Mark and brief comments by a variety of authors.  
Poems and a few cartoons are also included, but these have no connection with the Gospel.  We 
would love to have you join us.  If you wish to do so, please let Marilee Dukes know so she can make 
a copy of the study for you.  This group meets on Thursdays from 10:00 to 11:00 AM in Grace Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The well-known Natalie Sleeth Easter anthem proclaims, "A new day will dawn when the darkness is 
gone.  There'll be joy and the glory of the Lord will shine upon us!"  So shall it be when we celebrate 
the Resurrection at the conclusion of our Lenten journey on Sunday, April 16.  The choir has been 
working diligently to help lead the celebration. 
 
Music for that day will include William Billings' "Easter Anthem."  You may remember that Billings was 
a Colonial composer, considered by most to be the first important American composer.  In addition, 
you will be able to join the Choir in singing the famous "Lord's Prayer" by Albert Hay Malotte.  Yes, 
the same piece you've heard at weddings for decades.  As Dr. Durham has said, you are invited to 
open up and sing like you are the soloist.  This will be the time to release your inner Pavarotti or 
Leontyne Price. 
 
Finally, all who have ever sung the famous "Hallelujah" Chorus from Handel's Messiah are 
encouraged to join the choir as we end our celebration with this most joyous chorus.  Bring your 
score and join us in the chancel.  If you need a copy of the score, we will have some extras available.  
You might even consider joining us on Wednesday evenings as we prepare.  Who knows, you might 
find out that you want to continue with us every week.  If you know you would like to join, let me 
know.  Let's make this the most joyous Hallelujah of them all. 
 
Jubilate Deo! 
 

        Larry Hardin 
 
 

It's Easter Lily Time! 

Joy in the Morning! 

Reluctant Faithful Bible Study 



 
 

 

Lenten Series 2017: 
"Good News!" 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Dinner @ 6 PM 

Program and Communion @ 6:40 PM 
 

**** 

Lent is usually thought of as a somber time, a time of denial,  
and deep introspection about our God-given gifts and frailties. 

 

That introspection, though, is good news -- and potentially a  
source of great joy in our daily walk of faith in Christ. 

 
On our last Lenten study we'll explore how there can be beauty in the  

brokenness we confront in Lent as we draw close to the 

good news of Christ's death and resurrection. 
 

April 5:  The Good News of Lament 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
To all my Southminster family, 
 
I hope you have been inspired by the biographical information I have shared with you over these last 
three months regarding our seminary scholarship recipients.  They are all so thankful or our 
commitment for their continuing financial support and assistance.  As we meet in our April circles, 
please reflect on their needs and continue to give to support their goal of graduation and lifelong 
service to our Lord and the many congregations they will serve.   
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity to Columbia seminary. 
            

          Charlotte Ruth Worsham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks on Behalf of Columbia  



 
 

 
 
 
 

A summary of the actions taken in the February 26 Congregational and March Stated Session 
meeting is as follows: 
 

1. The congregation elected Marilee Dukes, Mark Ezekiel, Kent Howard, Frank James, Janet 
Nebrig, Natalie Reed, and Charlotte Worsham to the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). 
 

2. The Session approved amendments to the Safe Sanctuary Policy recommended by the Faith 
Formation Ministry Unit.   
 

3. The Session approved the calling of a Congregational Meeting for Wednesday, September 13, 
following the Fellowship Supper, for the purpose of electing six Elders to the Session Class of 
2020, one Trustee from the Class of 2020, four Congregation-at-Large members for the 2018 
Nominating Committee, and any other business related to these actions. 
 

4. The Session approved the Generosity Ministry Unit recommendation to move the previously 
approved stewardship brunch to Dedication Sunday, October 15. 
 

5. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation for a Minute for Mission on 
April 16 for the Spring SOS Day on Saturday, April 22. 
 

6. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation to permit youth to serve 
Holy Communion on Youth Sunday, May 7, along with the ordained youth advisors. 
 

7. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation to hold the service 
anniversary celebrations for Betsy Murphy (20 years) and Dereck Stewart (5 years) on Sunday, 
June 4, after the worship service. 
 

8. The Session approved the formation of a Special Session Committee to plan the 60th 
Anniversary celebrations of the church. 

         Respectfully submitted,   

          Bill Christians 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Property Ministry Unit will be hosting a Spring SOS Day on April 22nd for clean-up, fix-up, and 
minor improvements inside and outside the church, day school, and playground.  All hands are 
welcome!  Doughnuts and coffee will be on hand for early risers, with lunch to be provided around 
noon.  We will start at 8:00 AM and knock off by 5:00 PM.  Your assistance and fellowship - for 
whatever time and energy you can spend with us - will be most appreciated. 
 
         Greg Byrd, Property M.U. Moderator 

Clerk of Session Report 

Church Work Day  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

(In) Forming Faith 

CELEBRATING! 

 

 LENTEN SERIES:  Thanks to all who have attended in our first two Lenten series sessions.  So far 

we've explored the Good News of Lent by reflecting on "The Good News of Self-Doubt" and 

"The Good News of Skepticism."  The last session, "The Good News of Lament" is on April 5th.  

Come for dinner at 6 PM, and stay for the series beginning at 6:40 PM. 

 

 SAFE SANCTUARY APPROVED:  In March the Session of Southminster officially added a Safe 

Sanctuary document to our organization manual.  This document helps insure that 

Southminster will continue to use bet practices in ministry with children, youth, and all other, as 

it seeks to nurture spiritual growth in safe, fun, and faithful ways.  Thanks to all who spent so 

much time writing, editing, and being trained on this vital part of our ministry. 

 

EXPERIENCING! 

 

 BRIGHT SUNDAY IS COMING!:  Speaking of Bright Sunday, our children will lead worship on April 

23!  Be there for a worship service that will inspire, comfort, and challenge us as we are led to 

worship God by the voices, wisdom, and many other gifts of our children. 

 

 YOUTH FUNDRAISER:  On April 26, we are having our third Southminster Trivia Night to benefit 

our Youth Ministry trip to Montreat, NC.  This is a fun event you don't dare miss!  More 

information will be distributed through Sunday School classes and in worship on how you can 

participate! 

 

 LIVING RIVER SUMMER CAMP:  If you want your children, grandchildren, friend's children, 

students, or neighbors to have a life-changing faith-forming experience, they NEED to go to 

Summer Camp this year -- and what better place than Living River?  Registration is live at 

http://www.livingriver.org/.  Remember:  children go to camp because someone invited them 

to camp!  Invite someone today! 

 

 INQUIRER'S CLASS:  If you want to know more about Southminster, this Sunday morning series is 

for you!  Whether you're a first time guest, long-time visitor, new member, or someone who has 

been at Southminster for years, this four-week class will offer insight into what it means to be 

part of the church, covering everything from sacraments to Southminster's own particular 

history and witness.  The class will be led by Charlie Durham, the Transitional Pastor, on April 23, 

30, May 7 and 14.  The class will meet in the sanctuary.  Contact Ben Acton or Charlie Durham 

if you are interested in attending or know someone who is! 

 

 Easter Egg Hunt:  See elsewhere in The Sounds for details of this annual community event! 

 

ANTICIPATING 

 

Some dates to keep in mind for May and beyond: 

 May 7:  Youth Sunday 

 July 8 - 15:  Montreat 

 July 24 - 28:  VBS 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Make Wednesday Night Fellowshp Suppers a part of your routine.  Come enjoy delicious meals, at a 
steal of a deal … and some great programs to boot!! 
 
April 5th:    
Meal:  Beef It Up Biscuit, Tossed Salad, Ice Cream 
Program:  Lenten Series and Holy Communion 
 
April 12th:      
No Supper due to Maundy Thursday Service  
 
April 19th:   
Menu:   Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Brownies 
Program:  Mission Wednesday on First Light 
 
April 26th:  
Menu:  BBQ, Sides, Bake Sale 
Program:  Montreat Fund Raiser and Trivia Night 
 

**Make Reservations by signing the Attendance Form on Sunday or calling  
the Church Office, 822-1124, by Noon on Mondays** 

 
 

 
 

 
 

February 2017 Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary 
 

       Budget   Actual 
 
    Revenue          $ 46,656.55  $  93,344.60  
    Expenses           $ 42,196.30  $  88,971.79 
    Net           $   4,460.25*  $    4,372.81* 
 

*Note:  Includes prepayment of annual pledges. 
 
 

 

 
 
The deadline for the May 2017 Sounds of Southminster and calendar will be Monday, April 24th.    
The newsletter is a great way to keep the congregation informed of all things happening in the life of 
Southminster and in the lives of our members.  You may submit articles to Betsy at 
bets_southmin@bellsouth.net.  Thanks!! 
 

 

Wednesday Night Supper and Programs 

Administrative 2016 Financial Summary 

Newsletter Deadline 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For those interested, there are two copies of the congregational survey results located in the library.  
One copy is of the full tabulated results; the second is a condensed version.  Also, if a Sunday School 
class would like to review the results, please talk to Mark Hopkins, who can provide the class with 
copies and, if desired, have someone from Long Range Planning Committee attend and hel0p to 
review the results.   
 
Lastly, on May 17th, the Wednesday Night program will be a presentation of the efforts of Long 
Range Planning Committee to date and review of the congregational survey results. 
 
                          Long Range Planning Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This special offering began as a one hour radio appeal in 1949.  It has grown so that 29 different 
denominations now participate and projects funded by this offering now touch more than 100 
countries.  Our portion of the offering is split between three outstanding programs:  Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Presbyterian Self-Development of 
People Program.  This offering will be collected on Palm and Easter Sundays.  Please give 
generously. 
 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD'S LOVE 
Southminster Foundation for Ministry 

 
A Letter to the Southminster Foundation: 
 
Thank you for your grant to Living River: A Retreat on the Cahaba. 
 
Living River is a place of natural and spiritual beauty where the soul is nourished and the spirit 
renewed.  This sacred place hosts activities that nourish spiritual, physical, psychological, intellectual, 
and social development of people of all ages. 
 
Again, thank you for joining us in this important mission and for your generosity. 
 

        Benga Harrison,  

        Director of Development  
        Living River: A Retreat on the Cahaba 

Copy of Congregational Survey 

Results Available 

One Great Hour of Sharing 



 
 

 

 

 
 
      

Many people are being remembered on the Southminster Prayer Chain.  Those who have 
been added or for whom there are updates since the last newsletter are: 
 

 

Shirley Acton, at home for continued recovery from hip replacement surgery   
Jim Clark, undergoing cancer treatment 

Connie Currin, having a heart catheterization Wednesday 
Tommy and Ann Tillman, as Tommy undergoes radiation treatment 
Sonnie Wise, at home for recovery from outpatient surgery to insert an electric stimulator to 
relieve pain 

Beverly Brasell's mother, Marie Brasell, recently hospitalized for continued recovery from double 
pneumonia   

Rudy and Sue Driftmier and family as Rudy has moved to an assisted living    
Sara Brown's cousin, Nancy Hamler, in her diagnosis with cancer   
Nancy Deerman's brother, David Harris, for successful hand surgery   
Dereck Stewart's brother-in-law, Jerome Sims, in his diagnosis and treatment of multiple myeloma   
Betty Smith, as she undergoes radiation treatments  
Sara Brown's friend, Mike Sparks, now home from the rehabilitation center for continued 
improvement   

Former member, Jon Van Emst, at home for recovery from a heart attack and surgery to place 
four stents 

Lynn English's mother, Dean Vandegrift, now home from the hospital for continued recovery from 
a fall 

Larry Hardin's mother, Bebe Walls, recently hospitalized 
Betty Smith's friend, "Z" in her diagnosis with a cyst on her brain as she waits for the course of 
treatment to be determined  

Susannah Christians' friend, Lauren Burnett and family at the sudden death of her husband, 
Alan Burnett 

Anna Glover asks prayers for the family and friends of Libby Hankins at her death 
Pat Ragan asks prayers for former member Joanne Hayes and family at the loss of her 
husband, Joe Hayes   

Anna Glover seeks prayers for the family and friends at the loss of Dereck Ryan and Hayden 
Drake, both who lived in Greensboro, Alabama, who were killed in separate automobile 
accidents recently  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to David and Sally Stephens on the birth of their new grandson, David Eldon 
Stephens, on Wednesday, March 29th to parents Joe and Christina Stephens.  David weighed 8 lbs. 
and was 19-3/4 inches!  He has a proud big sister, Anna Jane, as well.  Congratulations to all … and 
David and Sally, we look forward to seeing pictures! 
 

Congregational Prayer Chain  

New Birth and Congratulations! 



 
 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 

1124 Montgomery Highway 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

Church:   205/822-1124 

Church Fax:  205/822-6739 

Website Address:  http://southminsterpcusa.org 

E-Mail Address:  southmin@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anna Glover 
2124 Chelsea Park Bend, Chelsea, AL 35043 

Phone: (334) 507-8145 
Email: alglover27@att.net 

Birthday: 
November 24th 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
And our numbers continue to grow!!  Our newest member is Anna Glover and she was welcomed in 
worship on Sunday, March 5th.  She comes to us by transfer of membership from Greensboro First 
United Methodist Church.  Anna grew up on a cattle farm in Greensboro, Alabama.  She was very 
involved in her church in the areas of youth and children's ministries, as well as being part of their 
choir where she traveled the world, sharing her voice!  We are thrilled that she is now sharing her 
voice and singing praises with our Southminster choir! 
 
Anna graduated from Auburn University with a degree in Animal Science and she is employed in State 
Farm as a Sales Manager.  She is connected to the Southminster family through the Murphy family - 
Russell, Betsy, and Bill.  Please welcome Anna to Southminster when you see her!! 

Staff Members 
Charlie Durham, Transitional Pastor 

Ben Acton, Associate Pastor for Education and Youth Ministries  

Larry Hardin, Dir. Of Music Ministries 

David Renaker, Organist 

Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School 

Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator 

Betty Smith, Financial Assistant 

Gerald Colbert, Sexton 

Dereck Stewart, Sexton 
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