Peacemaking Continues
…Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." --John 20:19b

Back in January, Southminster hosted a Peacemaking Forum featuring speakers from our community,
including Rotary, the Vestavia Police, Vestavia United Methodist, and the Birmingham Islamic Society.
That evening provided wonderful insight and provoked many hearts and minds to think further about peace
and how we might continue to share the gift of peace God gives through Christ.
My own continued engagement with Peacemaking led me to attend a workshop at the Presbytery's Main
Event, led by the director of the Presbyterian Church's Peacemaking Program, the entity who receives the
Peace and Global Witness Offering we take each year, and uses those funds in a variety of ways to promote
wholeness and reconciliation in the name of Christ.
During that time, and in conversations with Peacemaking staff afterwards, I learned something many of you
reading this may already know: Southminster is designated by the denomination as a Peacemaking
church!
Investigation into Session minutes shows that in July of 1990, the Session approved the "Commitment to
Peacemaking" and planned a campaign to engage the whole church in that initiative and commitment
sometime around October of that same year. Bill Christians continues to dig into minutes to investigate a
possible re-dedication to that Peacemaking commitment.
Through this exploration, along with prayer and conversation, it seems to me that the Spirit may be telling us,
Southminster: it's time to look at Peacemaking again!
It's time to build on strong foundations of Peacemaking that have led us not only to participate in the January
forum or the Youth-led form on Inequality, coming in May, but also support GBM, First Light, Rise Against
Hunger, Habitat for Humanity, and the Presbyterian Church in the Congo.
It's time to discern how we can share ever more widely our practice of passing the peace: through vibrant
worship, dedicated bible study and Christian Education, thoughtful pastoral care, and faithful stewardship,
along with our belief that Southminster values all voices.
I'll be sharing some further thoughts with Session, in particular with our Faith Formation and Outreach
Ministry Units, about ways to create conversation on how we might deepen that commitment; I'll be dreaming
with Tom about how we might bear witness to Christ's peace in worship and how we might share that message
with others.
So be on the lookout for ways you can join us in what the Spirit is doing! I invite you to share with me your
memories of past Peacemaking campaigns, your passion for how we might deepen practices of peace, and your
prayers for new opportunities we might take for the sake of Christ's peace.
Let's listen together to what the Spirit is saying -- and be bold enough to follow!
Peace, Paz, Shalom Be with You!

Ben

(In) Forming Faith
CELEBRATING!
➢ LENTEN SERIES: Thanks to all who attended and participated in our "Lenten Perspectives" series.
Ideas brought to us from other churches like member created Lenten Devotionals, Disciple Bible
Study, and Confirmation and Catechesis have already invigorated and sparked similar ideas for
Southminster. Stay tuned for how these ideas might take on new form and life here!
➢ THE EASTER EGG HUNT: Come rain, cold, or wind, Southminster knows how to have a good time of
fellowship and celebration. The Easter Egg Hunt again gathered children from our church, the Day
School, and the surrounding community for a time of hospitality and candy-hunting! Thanks to
Faith Formation Ministry Unit for pulling it all together -- and to all who donated plastic eggs and
candy for children to find.

EXPERIENCING!
➢ BRIGHT SUNDAY IS COMING!: Our children will be leading worship on Bright Sunday, scheduled this
year for April 22, so that the Bryson's can be a part. Be there for a worship service that will inspire,
comfort, and challenge us as we are reminded of how we are all - young and old - sheep of God's
own flock.
Children and parents are reminded we'll also celebrate a pizza lunch after the service in Grace
Hall to have further fellowship with the Bryson's.
➢ YOUTH SUNDAY IS APRIL 29! Youth lead worship in our annual fashion. This service is always vibrant,
creative, and faith-building. Come hear God's voice through the gifts of our youth!
➢ MONTREAT FUNDRAISER: On April 25th, we are having our annual Southminster Trivia Night to
benefit our Youth Ministry trip to Montreat, North Carolina. This is a GREAT event you don't dare
miss! More information will be distributed through Sunday School classes and in worship on how
you can participate!
➢ LIVING RIVER SUMMER CAMP! If you want your children, grandchildren, friend’s children, students,
or neighbors to have a life-changing, faith-forming experience, they NEED to go to Summer Camp
this year -- and what better place than Living River? Registration is live at
http://www.livingriver.org/ Remember: Children go to camp because someone invited them to
camp! Invite someone today! More information on table between Ben's office and the sanctuary.

ANTICIPATING
Some dates to keep in mind for May and beyond:
➢ May 6: Youth Ministry Check-In: A chance to talk about plans for summer and fall!
➢ May 6: Presby BYG Forum on Inequality, 2 to 5 p.m. (See announcement elsewhere in the
Sounds for more information)
➢ May 27 (Memorial Day Weekend): Start of Summer Sunday School Series
➢ All June: Living River Summer Camp! See www.livingriver.org for more information!

The Time Has Come…
After our year of waiting, “The Time” has come. This is the month when Dr. Tom Bryson begins his role as our
new pastor. What does that mean for you?
•
•
•
•
•

Does it mean a new commitment to faithful worship attendance?
Will you make a special effort to welcome the Bryson family and help them adjust to their new
church home?
Can you commit your time, prayer, money or talents in a new way as together we spread God’s
love in the Greater Birmingham area and around the world?
Will you trust and respect Tom as an individual and as your new pastor?
Are you willing to support something new and perhaps a little different happening at Southminster?

Only you can decide!
I hope to see you in worship at Southminster on April 15th as the Lord works in our midst!

Janet Nebrig – PNC Chair

Generosity Ministry Unit News

Let God Lead – Generosity Ministry Unit’s 2018 Theme
Southminster has been blessed this year with many new happenings, especially a call to our new pastor. God is
leading the way! As many know, Southminster has been the recipient of financial gift, whether unbeknownst
to us, or knowing beforehand that our church was, in fact, included within an estate plan. As we move through
a new era at Southminster, Let God Lead the Way and consider making Southminster part of your estate.
Please know that your endeavors would be most appreciated. Contact Gretchen Cloud or Patrick Riley on the
Generosity Ministry Unit for more information.

Ministry Units Meet
Six of our Sessional Ministry Units (Administrative, Faith Formation, Generosity, Property, Stewardship and
Worship) will meet on Wednesday, April 4th at 5:30 p.m., followed by our Wednesday Night supper at 6:30
p.m. Fellowship Ministry Unit meets a little earlier at 4:00 p.m. Congregational Care will meet the next day,
Thursday, April 5th, at 10:00 a.m. in Grace Hall.

Attention Session Members
Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports to Bill Christians by Saturday, April 7th. All Session members are
asked to check your emails or your church mail following worship on the 8th in preparation for the Stated Meeting
on Monday, April 9th at 5:30 p.m. in Grace Hall.

Outreach Ministry Unit News
Thank you to everyone for making Rise Against Hunger a great success! The meal-packing event went so well! A
little over 20,000 meals were packed in under two hours. That is some speedy work! Thank you again for your
giving hearts and helping hands in another successful year in the fight against hunger!
There is still one date left to help serve a meal at First Light for the first half of the year. Please consider serving
breakfast on May 20th. Grab a group of friends, family, or colleagues to experience this wonderful opportunity. If
you need meal suggestions or have any questions, please contact Sara Brown, Linda Carey, or Heather Benoit.
Thank you for the clothing, monetary donations, and prayers for the Shades Valley YMCA family. They were very
grateful. Thank you, also, for dropping off school items for Haiti and the Matthew Twenty-Eight mission. Much
appreciation!!
Outreach will host their second Mission Wednesday of the year on May 2nd. We will be welcoming Doug Marshall,
the new CEO of the Presbyterian Home for Children, as our guest speaker and learn what we can do to help. Please
make plans to enjoy an evening of good food and mission work together.

Sara Brown, Outreach Ministry Unit

Columbia Friendship Circle
It is once again time for our annual fundraising to benefit the scholarship recipients attending Columbia Theological
Seminary. We plan to raise $60,000 for our seminary scholars. Here is how you can take part in achieving this goal.
During our monthly Circle meetings, I will be speaking to each of you and encouraging you to lend your assistance
in helping our seminary students graduate and serve our church congregations. Make Columbia a priority this year.
All members of the congregation are invited to participate in this goal. You may send your donation through our
church or mail directly to Columbia. Please visit the Columbia website (www.ctsnet.edu) for details on forwarding
your gift.
All three scholarship recipients for 2017-2018 are married with families. All were most appreciative of the
scholarship monies they received as they will now have more time to spend with their spouse and children. Many
of you in the congregation have supported your children through graduate school and are very aware of the expense.
Any amount our scholars receive will be a huge blessing to them. You may read their biographies, which I will post
on the bulletin board. All recipients have exhibited strong academic achievement and leadership qualities.
We had a good fundraising drive last year. Strive to increase your gift this year. These young men and women will
one day proclaim the gospel, counsel and nurture their congregations, and minister in the name of our Lord. We can
give no greater gift than to support those who serve Him. Please give serious thought and prayer to your choice to
support these outstanding young scholars.
Charlotte Worsham, Presbyterian Women, 2018 Columbia Seminary Representative

Many Thanks
Dear Southminster Presbyterian Friends,
Thank you for making me feel so special by recognizing my 20 years at Southminster Day School.
I feel truly blessed to be part of this wonderful school. I am so proud of the relationship between the church
and school. Your dedication to your mission of providing children with a quality education in a Christian
environment has made a difference in thousands of lives.
Fifty years of longevity is a remarkable feat for a private school. Fifty years and only two directors during that
time is also remarkable. I feel this is due to having caring, supportive School Board members over these past
50 years.
I am so thankful Tommy Tillman, Gretchen Cloud, Rick Reed, and the Day School Board of 1997 decided to give
me the opportunity to be a part of this organization.
I love working with all of the church members. You are always kind and supportive, and I look forward to many
more years with this great school and church.
Jeanie Covin, Day School Director

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the May Sounds of Southminster and calendar will be Monday, April 23rd. Please send any
information you would like published in this edition to Betsy Murphy at bets_southmin@bellsouth.net. Thanks!

Bunch for Lunch
Join us on Tuesday, April 24th at 10:30 am in Grace Hall for another day of fun and fellowship. Bring your
lunch … drinks will be provided … and let’s play some SkipBo. This is a game that is enjoyed by all and a time
to share much laughter and love. For more information, contact Evelyn Ellison!

And to Add to the Excitement…
On April 15th, when we welcome our new pastor and his family, we will welcome some familiar faces as well.
At 3:00 that afternoon, in the Sanctuary, there will be a special concert by the University of Montevallo Concert
Choir under the direction of Southminster friend, Dr. Melinda Doyle. The choir is in preparation for a European
tour taking place later this Spring. A featured part of the program will be solo selections by our own Scholarship
singers: Justice Allen, bass; DeLee Benton, soprano, and Kimberly Green, alto.
I hope you can come and enjoy this afternoon of beautiful music by one of Alabama’s preeminent college choirs.
While the concert is free and open to the public (spread the word!), the choir will be accepting donations toward
their tour. I hope to see you there!
Larry Hardin

FIRST LIGHT GALA

Please join us for the 2018 First Light Gala. This year the theme is Let it Shine to celebrate how First Light
brightens the lives of the homeless women and children they serve.
Saturday, May 19th ~ 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. ~ Haven, 2515 6th Avenue South, Birmingham, AL
The 2018 Gala will have great music, cocktails, delicious food and silent and live auctions. There will be plenty of
parking with valet service available.
There will be several special opportunities to contribute to the mission and take home prizes, such as "Spin Around
Town" and the always popular wine pull. And there will be silly hats and other fun things for you to wear when you
get your picture taken by renowned photographer, Wynter Byrd, to help you remember this fun evening.
• Individual Tickets are $150
But consider reserving a table to ensure that your friends will be able to sit with you:

Reserved table for four: $750
Reserved table for eight: $1,500
Make your reservations by clicking here!
•
•

If you are interested in volunteering for this or ANY of our events, you are invited to contact Deborah Everson,
Director of Volunteer Services at 205-323-4277 or volunteer@firstlightshelter.org. For more information, contact
Heather Benoit at hbenoit77@hotmail.com.

Sharing God's Love
Southminster Foundation for Ministry
The Southminster Foundation for Ministry is a ministry of Southminster Presbyterian Church. Its purpose is to bring
Christ and His love to our local and global communities by supporting selected charitable ministries consistent with
the principles of Christian stewardship.
Grants in 2017 went to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Westminster Presbyterian Church Cultural Arts Program - Taking the Arts to School
Matthew Twenty-Eight, Inc. - Nutrition Centers in Haiti
AlaQuest Collaborative for Education - Life Skills Education for Youth
Congo Partnership Team, Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley - Hydro Plant Living Quarters
Cahaba Valley Health Care - Dental Program
UKirk Birmingham - Montreat Scholarship Fund
Better Basics - Motivator of Reading Enrichment
Living River - Youth Worker Training
Assistance League of Birmingham - Operation School Bell

Gifts to the Foundation may be made in many ways, such as wills, direct gifts, trusts, etc. Gifts of any amount are
welcomed and appreciated. Members of the Board are more than happy to furnish you with any information you
may need or to answer questions you may have. For more information, please contact Gretchen Cloud, Foundation
President, at (205) 991-5607.

Fellowship News
April 4th:
Meal: Beef Stew, English Peas, Corn Muffins, and Dessert.
Program: Ministry Unit Meetings at 5:30, followed by fellowship time during dinner, which will be at 6:30 this
evening.
April 11th:
Menu: Pork Roast with Gravy, Cucumber and Tomato, Baked Red Potatoes, Dessert.
Program: Southminster Day School 5th Grade Choir Performance
April 18th:
Menu: Baked Ziti, Caesar Salad, Italian Salad and Dessert
Program: Meet the Bryson Family!!!
April 25th:
Menu: BBQ, Slaw, Bake Sale
Program: Montreat Fundraiser Trivia Night
**Make Reservations by signing the Attendance Form on Sunday or calling the Church Office,
822-1124, by Noon on Mondays**

Heartfelt Thanks
Dear Members of Southminster Presbyterian Church,
Thanks so much for your love and support of Matthew 28. I was able to take in nearly 50 pounds of school
supplies. This was a tremendous blessing to a great need. We had a wonderful trip in which we were able to
have four medical clinics, with help from EMT Rusty Cooper, build three cabinets for children’s clothing, have
four wonderful evenings with art lessons from Katie Cooper, and precious time provided by physical therapist,
Carole Pugh (Gwen Crumpton’s mother) to one of our orphans who is recovering from cleft foot operation. We
were also able to begin a new endeavor in teaching bee keeping (Todd Foster). All in all, it was another
tremendous mission trip with many special moments. I hope to share the stories in detail at a Wednesday night
supper soon!
In Christ,

Mark Hopkins

Easter Egg Hunt Pictures:
Our Easter Egg Hunt was a great time of fellowship, hospitality, and fun in the name of Christ!
Enjoy the pics from a joyously rainy day!

Clockwise from top left: Children of all ages love the Easter Bunny; James and Noah pause from their craft; So "happy" to welcome you!;
Shelby has an "eggcellent" smile; No Bouncey House, no problem! Meghan, Porter, and friend make fun happen anywhere!

Reluctant Faithful Bible Study
The Reluctant Faithful Bible Study meets in Grace Hall on Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. On April 12 th, the group will begin
a new study on the Revelation to John. Materials for this study are now available in the library. If you have not been
attending regularly, now would be a great time to start. Contact Marilee Dukes at marileedukes@hotmail.com so she
can make a copy of the material for you.

Southminster SOS Day
Spring is upon us everywhere (finally)! And our church is no exception. We've got a Spring cleaning planned on
Saturday, April 7th, and we need some HELP sprucing up the building and grounds for warmer weather and, most
importantly, for our new pastor and family, scheduled to be here on April 15th.
Our project list is always a little longer in the Spring with lots of winter cleanup to do, especially outside on the
grounds and around the building. This means lots of opportunities for folks and families to get involved. There are
projects suitable for every member of the family, so come on out and lend a hand.
We get started at 8 am and meet for coffee and doughnuts in Grace Hall AND eat a great lunch, provided by the
church! If you can't make it Saturday, call me and I can arrange another time for you to help after Easter Sunday.
Contact me at vankirkg@gmail.com, or 256/690-1537.
Here are some of the projects where you can help us out and get involved:
LANDSCAPING
• Freshen up pine straw in flowerbeds
• Pick up dead branches
• Move debris to dumpster
• Pick up trash in woods behind church
• Clean out vegetation in drainage ditch
• Treat fire ant infestation areas
•
BUILDING EXTERIOR
• Clean mildew from window frames
• Clean out low hanging gutters
• Tidy up dumpster enclosure
• Spread rock under playground slide
• Re-attach fence frame around playground
• Lower swings on playground

INSIDE PROJECTS
• Spot paint in Grace Hall area
• Replace light bulbs throughout building
• Dust Gathering Areas
PROJECTS NEEDING SOME EXPERTISE
• Adjust main sanctuary doors for better fit
• Clean algae off canvas canopies
• Install faucet repair kits
• Re-anchor memorial benches
• Install additional anchors in ramp to Narthex
• Patch pavement outside Sanctuary entrance
• Install security enhancements in school wing
• Tighten door latches
• Re-glue bathroom formica
• Install CAT-5 cabling in school
• Replace ceiling tiles in various locations

All Ages Trip to Montreat
Have you ever wanted to go to Montreat? Here's your chance! Montreat is a beautiful place with lots to do for the
whole family. Hiking in the Blue Ridge Mountains, swimming at the pool, rock-hopping in the cool mountain streams,
creating at the Currie Craft Center/Sally Jones Pottery - or visit nearby attractions like Biltmore House, explore
Asheville, and much more! Clubs are also available for young children.
We will be going during the Worship & Music Conference I, "Sacraments & Seasons" for anyone who would like to
participate. "For everyone committed to the work of worship in the church--pastors, musicians, choir members, worship
committee members, children and youth."
For more information on this great conference, visit
https://www.presbymusic.org/montreat.
You do not have to attend the conference to go, though! This will just be a great week to spend at Montreat and hang
out with some of your church family. Mark your calendar for June 17th-23rd and contact Natalie Reed
(reednat1@gmail.com or 205.746.5376) if you are interested in hearing more about this opportunity!
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Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School
Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator
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NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

John and Ann Gasque
1419 Branchwater Circle
Birmingham, AL 35216
Phone: (205) 822-6174
Emails:
John – clemel@charter; net
Ann – sewingbeauty@charter.net
Birthdays:
John – September 16th; Ann – June 27th

On March 4th, 2018, Southminster Presbyterian Church warmly welcomed new members John and Ann
Gasque into our church family. John’s hobbies are woodworking and photography. Ann enjoys
sewing and playing bridge.
They come to Southminster by letter of transfer from First United Methodist Church in Birmingham.
Looking for a church closer to home and a church family, they feel they have found both in
Southminster. Welcome to Southminster, John and Ann!

Come See Sam Kirkpatrick in Action…
Once upon a time, in a far off kingdom, there lay a small village at the edge of the woods … and so begins
this beloved Stephen Sondheim musical, coming to the Vestavia High School stage.
A modern twist on Brothers Grimm fairy tales, this musical format follows Cinderella, Little Red Riding
Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk, and Rapunzel, tied together with an original story of a baker, his wife and a
witch who has put a curse on them. Save the date to come out to see it on stage. Performances are as
follows:
Thursday, April 26th at 7:00 p.m.
Friday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 28th at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Presale tickets available online for $10 at gofan.co/vestaviahillsrebels, or $15 at the door.
I’m sure this will be an excellent performance and, as always, we are proud of you, Sam!!!

