
 
 

 
                                                                                              
 

 

Talk about transition … Imagine what it was like for those first disciples.  They were part of a 
tradition that stretched back thousands of years to Abraham and Sarah.  All had grown up in the 
shadow of the Temple of Jerusalem with its set liturgy of worship and the ever growing rule book for 
faithful living. 
 
Suddenly, the resurrected and risen Jesus is in their upper room, hiding out, breathing upon them his 
Spirit, meeting them along the road and opening their eyes in the breaking of bread.  They couldn't 
get away from this Jesus even on a fishing trip.  Even a young persecuting Saul is knocked to his 
knees and blinded until he received the risen Jesus' full revelation. 
 
Well, imagine them going into the tradition bound synagogue with a story to tell.  Most there, 
especially the synagogue leaders, didn't want to hear any of this "He has risen!" message.  Soon 
believers were cast out of their places of worship, driven into secret home gatherings, and struggling 
for a way to express their faltering new faith.  Many wanted to cling to the old traditions, especially 
circumcision.  They faced the shocking fact that Gentiles were accepting the Gospel - do we let those 
'unclean' people in our fellowship? 
 
Turmoil.  Everywhere.  Upheaval.  Disagreement over … everything.  Reading Luke's volume 2, The 
Acts of the Apostles, is like diving into a text book on conflict management; however, there was no 
real written guide for the early church.  They told and re-told the stories of Jesus that they had heard 
from the apostles … and in the midst of all the change, they listened to the Holy Spirit, they felt the 
Holy Spirit; they followed the Holy Spirit. 
 
Without a template or a plan, the church of Jesus Christ was built.  Mistakes were made along the 
way, but the Holy Spirit would not be squelched.  Rather, the power of the risen Jesus Christ grew 
stronger and stronger. 
 
While we have our beautiful building, leadership structure, uplifting worship, and devoted care for 
one another, this is new territory for us after twenty-seven years of loving, faithful pastoral 
leadership.  Like those disciples and the early church of old, we are standing on our tip-toes leaning 
into the future that the Holy Spirit is revealing to us every day.  We look back at how the Lord 
formed his body then, and can look forward with faith, hope, and loving assurance as we talk about 
transition … and live into it by the grace of God. 
 
        Charlie Durham 
 

Contact Information for Charlie: 
 
Home Phone: (205) 330-0482                 Cell Phone: (205) 454-7048         Church Phone: (205) 822-1124, Ext. 303 

Email: charlie.southmin@gmail.com 
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One lesson I learned in childhood was when things got stormy, to 
always look for the silver lining in the gray clouds.  As I got older, I 
realize that this saying can sometimes sound trite, but it's not 

meant to minimize very real pain and suffering.  Rather, it reflects an underlying conviction that even 
in the dark, God's light still has a way of peeking in - and we do well to look for it. 
 
That's guidance I need in these days.  I've said before - in this very newsletter! - that this time of 
year is stressful for me and my family.  It's a busy time of year with lots of important events for both 
Rachel, as a school teacher, and me, as your Associate Pastor.  We love those things and they are 
very rewarding, but they also leave us feeling pretty tired and in need of a long winter nap. 
 
Except … it's summer!  And the hustle and bustle of that season picks up, and then - before you 
know it - fall is back and so is school, and the cycle goes on and on and on.  It never seems to stop. 
 
And it's tough on us, but then I imagine it's even tougher for folks who deal with the lightning-fast 
pace of our culture, but also may be juggling concerns of being in between jobs, or spending far too 
much time in hospitals, or face deep uncertainty about what the future holds. 
 
For me, in the midst of all that, I give thanks that Montreat is coming. 
 
Many of you know Montreat is the shorthand we give to the Montreat High School Youth Conference 
held every summer in Montreat, North Carolina.  This summer marks the 40th year (!!!) Southminster 
will make this trek to a "thin place," a place where God's presence and our world is so very, very 
close, a place where peace, and love, and Sabbath rest is palpable and life-renewing. 
 
Every year it is a gift to our young people that so many at Southminster support them with prayers 
and gifts so they can find this sliver-lining and this much need spiritual refreshment.  There are more 
than few adults - myself included - who are also deeply grateful for such generosity. 
 
But I believe Montreat is not the only "thin place" in the world.  At its best, that's what the church 
hopes to be every week.  In the worship we celebrate, the prayers we offer, the care we give, the 
lessons we teach, the people we serve, we hope to bear witness to the world that Christ's love is 
coming to them and is already here in surprising, refreshing, life-giving ways. 
 
So friends, my challenge to all of us is to think about what may be "Montreat" to you, to give thanks 
for it, to spend time in it, so that you may draw the strength to go into the world and speak God's 
light into the dark - for Montreat is coming.  Indeed, God's presence is already with us. 
 
        May the Lord Bless and Keep You, 
 

            Ben 
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At Southminster, we seek to foster a spiritual community of love and care.  If you have a pastoral 
care need or emergency, please contact the Church Office at 822-1124 to share that information with 
one of the pastors.  If calling after hours, please leave a message at Extension 301 and that message 
will be shared with the pastors as soon as it is possible to do so. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you are helping to provide opportunities for young people 
to grow and share their faith in Christ.  This is how the offering is shared:  40% stays with our 
congregation, 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers (YAV's) to provide opportunities for young 
adults to serve communities around the world and grow as leaders through transformative Christian 
service; 25% goes to Ministries with Youth to help guide our youth by uniting them in Christ and 
lifting them up as leaders and messengers of God's word; and 10% advocates for at-risk children to 
support vital ministries helping to improve education and provide safe havens for children. 
 
Here are a couple of stories of how this offering made a real and lasting impact in the lives of young 
people: 
 
Andy Thomas, the son of a Presbyterian pastor who grew up in church, had drifted away as a 
teenager.  Despite his reservations, he decided to serve a year in Washington, D.C., as a Young Adult 
Volunteer.  Riding the bus home from a prayer vigil for the city's homeless, he felt for the first time 
that the Holy Spirit was with him, and he rededicated his life to Christ's promise.  One of our young 
adults, Quint Northen, spent some time as a YAV.  He had equally exciting stories to share. 
 
Jacob Beavers won a scholarship to attend the 2016 Youth Triennium.  He described it as "the best 
experience of his life."  He felt an enormous sense of community and love, and committed himself to 
bringing this back to his congregation.  Here at Southminster we have had several of our own over 
the years attend a Youth Triennium, one whom I know quite well    
 
By these stories … and many others yet to be told … you can see how the Pentecost Offering is 
enriching so many young people's lives.  Won't you give as you have been blessed on June 4th?  
Thank you for your faithfulness and your generous giving. 
 

         Betsy Murphy 
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As many of you know, Southminster has been very fortunate in the part of being the recipient of 
financial gifts, whether unbeknownst to us or knowing beforehand that our church was in fact 
included within an Estate Plan.  If you feel so inclined to make Southminster a part of your estate, 
please know that such endeavors would be most appreciated.  Additional information can be made 
available to you to assist in this process.  You may contact David Stephens or Bill Murphy on the  
Generosity Ministry Unit for more information. 
 
 
 

       
 

 
Our Mission Wednesday on April 19th was a wonderful success with a visit from Deborah Everson 
from First Light Women's Shelter.  Once again, Southminster came through, donating a carload of 
supplies for those at First Light. 
 
Please join with others and volunteer to serve breakfast at First Light in May, June, July, or the 
months available in the fall.  We are in immediate need for volunteers in May and June.  It is an 
experience you will always remember and the blessing received is immeasurable.  Funds have been 
donated to defray the cost, if needed, and you are able to help.  It would be a wonderful mission for 
a Sunday School class.  Call Linda Carey, 531-3956, or Heather Benoit, 821-6051, if you can serve. 
 
On Friday, May 5th, at the Southminster Field Day, Outreach will have water and snacks available for 
teachers and parents.  It is a fun-filled day with outdoor activities for students as they celebrate the 
end of another school year.  Outreach is happy to be a part of that day. 
 
                          Linda Carey, Outreach Ministry Unit 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wow!  The end of the school year is fast approaching!  What a grand year we have had at 
Southminster Day School.  We are always amazed at the progress of our children throughout the 
year and we are thankful that they are well prepared to move on to the next level of education.  This 
school continues to be a shining example in the community and we are thankful for Southminster 
Presbyterian Church.  You allow us to provide a top notch education in one of the more competitive 
communities in the state! 
 
Many great teaches have come through the doors of Southminster Day School.  We will celebrate the 
retirement of Ms. Sandi Birdwell, after 40 years of service with SDS.  We are thankful for her 
contribution to our students over the years and wish her a wonderful retirement!  Well deserved 
Sandi!  We will miss you!! 
 

         Jeanie Covin, Director 

Outreach Ministry Unit News 
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    (In) Forming Faith 
CELEBRATING! 

 

 BRIGHT SUNDAY THANKS!:  On April 23rd our children led an inspirational and holy time of 

worship.  A great shout of thanks to them for their hard work and leadership of our liturgy 

and music: Nate Acton, Lucy Benoit, Shelby Benoit, Ann Kirkland Brown, Macgyver Brown, 

Porter Brown, Benjamin Heisler, Molly Heisler, Cormac House, Lily Hughes, Anna Jordan, 

Meghan Jordan, Mary Frances Pitts, and Williams Pitts.  Thanks also to the parents and 

grandparents and other people who love and care for these children, for assisting and 

helping in countless ways with this service.  Well done good and faithful servants! 

 

 YOUTH FUNDRAISER:  On April 26th, our 3rd Montreat Youth Fundraiser was a huge success.  

Our Trivia Night (along with BBQ, Bake Sale, and Silent Auction) was a lively event that 

raised $2,168.50.  The youth are thankful for all who contributed and participated! 

 

 EASTER EGG HUNT AN "EGG"CELLENT SUCCESS!  You may have already seen the pictures 

outside the church office, but our Easter Egg Hunt was a great time of fellowship for our 

community inside and outside the church walls.  Thanks to Emily Jordan for her 

coordination, and the many volunteers who helped with set-up and clean-up. 

 

EXPERIENCING! 

 

 LIVING RIVER SUMMER CAMP:  If you want your children, grandchildren, friend's children, 

students, or neighbors to have a life-changing faith-forming experience, they NEED to go 

to Summer Camp this year -- and what better place than Living River?  Registration is live 

at http://www.livingriver.org/.  Remember:  children go to camp because someone 

invited them to camp!  Invite someone today! 

 

 YOUTH SUNDAY IS MAY 7th!  Our annual Youth Sunday will be a service of Holy 

Communion, with young people sharing a message of what this sacrament means for 

them, AND what it means for the church as a whole.  All are invited to come and to taste 

and see that the Lord is good! 

 

 INQUIRER'S CLASS:  If you want to know more about Southminster, this Sunday morning 

series continues into May!  On May 7, Charlie Durham leads a session about what we 

believe as Presbyterians, and on May 14, Ben Acton and Bill Christians lead the final session 

on Southminster's History.  The class meets in the Narthex from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

 

 SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL:  See elsewhere in the Sounds for information about a 

combined adult and youth experience and offerings for children during Sundays in June 

and July.   

 

ANTICIPATING 

 

Some dates to keep in mind for May and beyond: 

 July 8 - 15:  Montreat 

 July 24 - 28:  Vacation Bible School:  See promo for "VBS: Hero Central" elsewhere in this 

issue of "The Sounds!" 

 



 
 

  
 

 
 

The Congo Partnership Team for our Presbytery is happy to report good increases in our fund raising 
for the Baolonga School in the Kasai.  These students currently meet in a dilapidated mud brick 
building with a dirt floor.  Thanks to the Presbytery trustees for $20,000 towards our need of 
$85,000.  This generous gift brings our balance to $53,000.  We have expectations for another $10 
to $15,000 from one of our churches.  This will increase our fund to at least $63,000.  We give 
thanks to our Presbytery and churches for their commitment to missions and to the Congolese 
Presbyterian Church.  Without their work, education for the children of Congo would be much less 
likely to be available.  As Presbyterians, we recognize the importance of education in making a 
difference in the lives of the students and in producing leaders for their country and for the church. 
 
We continue to visit churches and tell the story.  Dean Vandegrift continues her necklace ministry.  
We recently did a presentation for our friends at Riverchase Methodist Church.  It is a real blessing to 
us to share the story with others. 
 
Please pray for our Congolese friends in their daily struggles and please consider a donation to the 
Presbytery for Congo School. 
 
         Together in service, 
 

          Belinda Dickinson, Moderator 

          Congo Partnership Team 

 

 

 
 
 
 
My Friends at Southminster, 
 
I thank you so much for all the cards, calls, and prayers that you remembered me with while I have 
been "slowed down" with the surgery of replacing my hip. 
 
It was so good to be with you all on Palm Sunday.  I am fortunate to be a part of such a caring 
church with such wonderful friends. 
 
        Love and Prayers, 
 

          Shirley Acton 

 
 
 
Sonnie and Bob Wise send grateful thanks to all our Southminster family, so faithful in prayer and 
gestures of love during Sonnie's time of resolving pain issues.  We are buoyed by the prayers and 
love, hoping for chances to return the love soon! 
 

Thank You Notes Received 

Congo Partnership Team 



 
 

 
 

 
 
The deadline for the June 2017 Sounds of Southminster and calendar will be Wednesday, May 
24th.    Please note the due date is a little earlier than normal due to the Memorial Day holiday and 
the Church Office being closed.  The newsletter is a great way to keep the congregation informed of 
all things happening in the life of Southminster and in the lives of our members.  You may submit 
articles to Betsy at bets_southmin@bellsouth.net.  Thanks!! 
 
 
 

SHARING GOD'S LOVE 
Southminster Foundation for Ministry 

 
A Letter to the Southminster Foundation for Ministry: 
 
On behalf of Arts 'n Autism, I want to thank you for the Southminster Foundation for Ministry grant 
to our LIFEE (Learning is Fundamental for Education and Employment) Time to Work program.  
Because of continuing community and individual support, we are able to provide specialized services 
to young adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder in the Tuscaloosa and West Alabama area. 
 
Your grant will benefit many local families who are dealing with this disability.  Your assistance will 
allow us to continue to offer services through the LIFEE program and proceed with plans to expand 
the program to provide more employment opportunities to our young adults. 
 

        Sandy Wilson,  

        Director of Development  
        Arts 'n Autism 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Six metal garden benches have been added to the Southminster Prayer Garden.  The benches with a 
"scrolling heart" design provide a perfect place for individuals and groups to meet, pray, and 
commune with God and nature.  The beautiful benches were given in memory of Louise Constans 
by her sister, Evelyn Ellison, and friends.  Thanks to Bill Christians and the Property Ministry Unit for 
their work on arranging and installing the benches. 
 
Take time to go to the Prayer Garden.  You'll receive a blessing. 
  
        Gifts and Memorials Committee 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Southminster Prayer Garden 



 
 

 

 

 
 
      

Many people are being remembered on the Southminster Prayer Chain.  Those who have 
been added or for whom there are updates since the last newsletter are: 
 

 

Shirley Acton, at home for continued recovery from hip replacement surgery   

Jan Callender, recently hospitalized, now home for recovery from an infection 
Larry Hardin, for recovery from a heart stent 
Jerry Snead, for continued recovery from knee surgery 
Nancy Deerman's friend, Vincent Carvaggio, for improved health 
Linda Carey's sister, Jean Fowler, hospitalized in Anniston with abdominal issues 
Lynda Gray's friend, Audrey Jones, in her struggle with cancer 
Lynn English's friend, Kiko King and family as her mother is on life support 

Will Kirkpatrick's father, John Kirkpatrick, for strength and comfort in his diagnosis of metastatic 
prostate cancer 
Nancy McIntosh's daughter, Laurel Lykes, for successful surgery and prayers for her recovery 

Gene and Dot Daughtry's nephew, Richard Pierson, as his brain tumor is growing 
Judy Boyes' friends, Sharon and Gerald Reigle, awaiting health and test results  
Sara Brown's grandmother, Christine Rein, at home with hospice care  
Allison Harrington's friend, Brandi Sharit, for good test results 
Allison Smith's mother, Shella Smith, for wisdom for her doctors to find a treatment plan for her 
kidney and new diagnosis of lymphedema that won't interfere with treatments for Multiple Sclerosis 

Give thanks at the birth of David Eldon Stephens to parents Joe and Christina Stephens and 
sister Anna Jane.  Southminster family members include grandparents, David and Sally Stephens 
and uncle, aunt, and cousins Dan, Libby, Henry and Emmett Stephens. 

Nancy McIntosh's daughter, Katheryn Webster for recovery from a relapse of a chronic condition 
J Benoit's aunt, Sylvia Wilson, at UAB Hospital in ICU following small intestine surgery and 
awaiting follow up surgery 

Rachel Acton and family at the loss of her grandfather, Rupert Jernigan 
Spencer Bedenbaugh and family at the loss of his brother, James Bedenbaugh 
Jim and Fay Prince's friend, Michael Carlisle and family at the loss of wife and mother, 
Edwina Carlisle 

Judy Boyes' friends, Susan Conway and family at the loss of her husband, Wilbur Conway 
Sara Brown's friend, Holly Wynn and family at the loss of her uncle 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note the new address for Ann Arnold: 
 

Town Village 
2385 Dolly Ridge Road 

Apt. 143E 
Vestavia Hills, AL 35243 

Phone: 979-2702 

Congregational Prayer Chain  

New Address 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you'd like to volunteer for VBS, let Laura Bannon, Sara Brown, or Ben Acton know by sending an 
email to southmin.vbs@gmail.com 

  

calling all heroes 

V
B

S
 

to join the fun and 

discover your strength in God! 

July 24th - 28th 

9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
4 years old through completed 5th grade welcome! 

To register go online at 

http://cokesburyvbs.com/southminster 

or use the QR code! 

 

 
VBS t-shirts are $12. Taking orders now through July 1st! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

On Tuesday, May 23rd, our Bunch for Lunch group will be going to The Pita Stop located at 3908 
Crosshaven Drive, Vestavia Hills, AL 35243 for a meal together.  You can meet us at the restaurant at 
11:30 or, if you'd like to carpool, meet at the church no later than 11:15 a.m.  Let Evelyn Ellison 
know of your plans to join us and if you'd like to carpool.  Evelyn can be reached at 822-9634.   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Congregational Care Ministry Unit will meet Monday morning, May 1st, at 10:30 AM.  The remaining 
ministry units - Administrative, Faith Formation, Fellowship, Generosity, Outreach, Property, and 
Worship - will meet Wednesday evening, May 3rd, at 5:30 P.M.  All are encouraged to stay for dinner 
at 6:30.  Make reservations by calling the Church Office, 822-1124.   
 
 
 
 

       
 

Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports by Saturday, May 7th.  All Session members are asked 
to pick up minutes, agenda, and reports following worship on the 7th in preparation for the Stated 
Meeting on Monday, May 8th, at 5:30 PM in Grace Hall. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Southminster Presbyterian Women 

cordially invites all the ladies (all ages) 

of Southminster to a 

Birthday Luncheon 

Sunday May 21, after worship 

Grace Hall 

Signup sheets will be available in Sunday School or circles or call the  

church office, 822-1124 

Nursery will be available. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bunch for Lunch 

Ministry Units Meet 

Attention Session Members  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 

1124 Montgomery Highway 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

Church:   205/822-1124 

Church Fax:  205/822-6739 

Website Address:  http://southminsterpcusa.org 

E-Mail Address:  southmin@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ELDERS 
 

We would like to ask the congregation to submit names for consideration as Elders.  Some of the qualifications should be:  CHURCH 

INVOLVEMENT (attendance at worship, participation in church activities, stewardship of time and resources), PERSONAL 

CHARACTERISTICS AND SKILLS (maturity of judgment, cooperativeness, willingness to learn and follow through on assignments, 

and readiness to listen) and CHRISTIAN LIVING IN DAILY LIFE. 

 

The Committee also seeks recommendations (four from the congregation) to serve on the 2020 Nominating Committee. 

 

Please turn this form in to the church office or give it to any member of the Nominating Committee: Linda Carey, Pat Godman, Marlee 

Jacobs, Ross Kinsaul, Lee Ann Peyton, Al Nebrig, and David Stephens (Chair). 

 
SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

To:  Officer Nominating Committee 

I would like to recommend _________________________________         

 

to be considered as an Elder.  I think this person would make a good Elder because:  

__________________________________________           

_______________________________________________________         

 

I would like to recommend __________________________________        

to serve on the 2020 Nominating Committee. 

 

Signature  ______________________          Date:  _______________     

 
RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE REVIEWED WITH PRAYERFUL CONSIDERATION.  THE NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE WILL THEN ASK THE SELECTED NOMINEES IF THEY ARE WILLING TO SERVE. 

Staff Members 
Charlie Durham, Transitional Pastor 

Ben Acton, Associate Pastor for Education and Youth Ministries  

Larry Hardin, Dir. Of Music Ministries 

David Renaker, Organist 

Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School 

Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator 

Betty Smith, Financial Assistant 

Gerald Colbert, Sexton 

Dereck Stewart, Sexton 
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