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WORSHIP PLANS FOR JUNE
JUNE 4TH

DAY OF PENTECOST
HOLY COMMUNION

LESSONS:
READER:
SERMON:
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE:
COMMUNION SERVERS:

10:30 AM

Psalm104:24-34
Acts 2:1-21
George Van Kirk
"WHERE DREAMS COME TRUE"
Dr. Durham
Dr. Durham
Laura Bannon, Judy Boyes, Carol Kinsaul, Betsy Murphy, Jim Prince

**A reception in Grace Hall celebrating the staff anniversaries of Betsy Murphy (20 years) and Dereck
Stewart (5 years) immediately follows the service**

JUNE 11TH

TRINITY SUNDAY
HOLY COMMUNION

LESSONS:

READER:
SERMON:
COMMUNION SERVERS:

JUNE 18TH

LESSONS:

READER:
SERMON:

Psalm 8
II Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20
Margaret Dormon
"AT THE INTERSECTION"
Heather Benoit, Judy Boyes, Sara Brown, Mark Hopkins

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FATHER'S DAY
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7
Romans 5:1-8
Jill Hopkins
"THE LAUGH IS ON US"
ANNUAL OBSERVANCE OF GIFTS AND MEMORIALS

10:30 AM

Dr. Durham

10:30 AM

Dr. Durham
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JUNE 25TH
LESSONS:

READER:
SERMON:

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

10:30 AM

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
Matthew 10:24-39
Genesis 21:8-21
Pat Goodman
Rev. Ben Acton

June Soundings
Summer is finally here! What are you looking forward to? A trip to the beach with family? Class
reunion? Belated spring cleaning? Gardening/harvesting? Just a more relaxed schedule?
Sixty years ago, some of you had bigger plans. You met on May 29, 1957, at the Vestavia Town Hall,
all thirty-one of you, indicating your intent to attend church at a new location and making plans to
form this new church. City maps from that year show this part of Highway 31 to be hardly a wide
place on the road, with few neighborhoods beginning to be developed.
Then, just a few days later on June 4, 1957, you met again and formulated a petition proposing the
organization of a new church, which was presented to Birmingham Presbytery. Such big plans!
Plans for more than me and mine. You had caught something of a breath of new fresh air, maybe
that same stirring that the disciples felt on the first Pentecost as they were inspired to dream dreams
and to see visions.
God's chosen people of Israel learned to look back before looking forward. They were reminded of
how God delivered them with a strong outstretched arm. Then they could consider their future with
confidence.
As we do the same, let us remember those saints who planted trees under which we sit today.
Sacrifices were made because they caught sight of the Lord's Pentecostal flame lighting on this hill.
Ah, the lives that have been ignited! The souls that have been moved to follow. The tears that have
flowed. The embrace, the prayers, the joys.
We are a people called to remember and to rejoice. This is a gift of the Holy Spirit to embrace our
glorious past and to be inspired to set out into a future that is taking shape even now. Your LongRange Planning Committee is looking forward, with renewed excitement, to the Lord's mission and
vision for us. Your Pastor Nominating Committee has completed the necessary forms and will be
listening to the Spirit's leading to our new Pastor.
So much is happening … all because thirty-one of us took a Spirited first step, and then another and
another, learning along the way that we can indeed trust the God who has called us to be Christ's
body here in this place is also breathing holy breath upon us. This is truly something to look forward
to!

Charlie Durham

Home Phone: (205) 330-0482

Contact Information for Charlie:
Cell Phone: (205) 454-7048
Church Phone: (205) 822-1124, Ext. 303
Email: charlie.southmin@gmail.com
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Welcome Home!
As many of you know, Southminster Presbyterian and Southminster Day School will be celebrating
anniversaries this fall: the 60th for the church and the 50th for the Day School.
Another congregational communication will be coming to you soon about what's in store for those
celebrations, but I wanted to take this time and space to give you a sneak peek!
Our theme for the church's 60th anniversary is "Welcome Home!" The main celebratory events will
take place the weekend of October 28th and 29th - which just so happens to also be the 500th
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
On Saturday, the 28th, we will celebrate a "Homecoming" picnic in which several faces from the
past will be invited to enjoy fellowship with us. The event will also include our Day School
community (teachers, students, and alumni) and will be open to the surrounding Vestavia
neighborhoods as well.
On Sunday, the 29th, we will worship and reflect on how the Spirit of God continues to reform us
and shape us for the next 60 years!
In addition, we will be celebrating this summer "Milestones" related to Southminster first forming in
1967, and we will be starting up a Habitat for Humanity Campaign, so that others may know a
"Welcome Home" and a secure dwelling.
Again, more information will be coming to you soon - so keep an eye out in the mailbox, email, the
newsletter, and the church's website and Facebook page for news!
I'd like to express thanks to the 60th Anniversary Planning Team for their work so far: Emily
Jordan, Rick Reed, and Pete and Sherri Van Pelt have done a great job working alongside
Charlie Durham and myself to come up with our planned events.
Their work will be bolstered by the members of the Day School Anniversary Planning
Committee: Kent Howard, Natalie Reed, Patrick Riley, and Brooke Heisler.
BUT(!!), we will need additional help to pull everything off. Be alert for how the Spirit may be calling
you to participate and help implement portions of these celebrations.
Friends, we have been blessed with this community of faith we call Southminster. It is truly a
"home away from home" for so many. As we look back on 60 years of life together, may God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, continue to inspire us to offer a "Welcome Home" to all who yearn for
love, belonging and grace.
May the Lord Bless and Keep You,

Ben
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(In) Forming Faith
CELEBRATING!
 YOUTH SUNDAY! Youth Sunday was May 7, and we are grateful for the word faithfully
proclaimed by Hopper Coley and Sam Kirkpatrick, and for the glorious celebration of the
sacrament of communion.
 MONTREAT FUNDRAISER: Now that all the results are in, we raised around $2200 at the
triple-play Montreat fundraiser (BBQ, Bake Sale, Auction & Trivia Night), meaning we raised
a total of close to $3500 from all our Montreat fundraisers! Thanks for your help! The
generosity of the congregation is so valuable in assisting our youth (and this year, due to
our joint youth program, other youth from our presbytery) to attend this life-changing
conference!
EXPERIENCING!
 SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL: This summer we have Sunday School through June and July.
Adults and Youth gather in Grace Hall for a study, led by Dr. Charlie Durham on Hebrews
(June) and Revelation (July). Offerings for children will also be available - check out the
schedule elsewhere in the Sounds.
 LIVING RIVER SUMMER CAMP: Summer Camp has begun! See the list elsewhere in the
newsletter for dates and descriptions of each camp. Please be in prayer for all those
going to camp, the summer staff, the directors (which include Laura Bannon, Natalie
Reed, Patrick Riley, and Ben Acton), the parents and - of course - the campers!
ANTICIPATING
Some dates to keep in mind for this summer:
 July 8 - 15: Montreat Youth Conference
 July 24 - 28: Vacation Bible School
 August 13: Rally Day!

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the July 2017 Sounds of Southminster and calendar will be Monday, June 26th.
The newsletter is a great way to keep the congregation informed of all things happening in the life of
Southminster and in the lives of our members.
You may submit articles to Betsy at
bets_southmin@bellsouth.net. Thanks!!
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QUIZ
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
of the Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation for Ministry?
1. What is the purpose of the Southminster Foundation
a. To build a new Sanctuary for Southminster
b. To bring Christ and His love to local and global communities
c. To pave the parking lot
2. How can contributions be made to the Foundation?
a. Cash
b. Stocks, bonds, mutual funds
c. Wills, insurance policies
d. All of the above
3. Who manages the funds for the Foundation?
a. The Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley
b. Tommy Jackson Wealth Management (Merrill Lynch)
c. Rick Reed, Church Treasurer
4. How are the proceeds from the investments disbursed to fulfill the
purpose of the Foundation?
a. Annual disbursements to social service agencies and special
missions of the Church in the community, Presbytery, region and the world
b. Lottery held at Wednesday Night Supper
c. Sent to the General Assembly
5. Who can apply for a Grant from the Foundation?
a. Individuals
b. Government or political organizations
c. Social service agencies and special missions of the Church
6. How to apply for a Grant?
a. Go to the Foundation website: www.southminsterfoundation.com to find
the Application Form and submit by September 1.
b. Contact the Fellowship Ministry Unit at Southminster
c. Call the Presbytery Office.

See page 12 for the answers to this quiz!
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Pastoral Care Need or Emergency
At Southminster, we seek to foster a spiritual community of love and care. If you have a pastoral
care need or emergency, please contact the Church Office at 822-1124 to share that information with
one of the pastors. If calling after hours, please leave a message at Extension 301 and that message
will be shared with the pastors as soon as it is possible to do so.

Summer Sunday School Snacks
During the summer, individual Sunday School classes don't meet; instead we have a joint adult class,
led by Dr. Durham, that meets at 9:00 AM in Grace Hall. The children will all meet at that time as
well. We will still have a time of refreshments at 10:00 AM, before we head to worship! For June,
the Joyous Soulos Sunday School class has graciously volunteered to provide snacks.
We are still in need of folks to provide snacks for July and August. If you are willing and able (and
you know it will be very much appreciated) please contact Nina Cranor at 822-0575. Thanks in
advance!!

Who doesn't love a good party?!?
Come join us this Sunday, June 4th, after worship in Grace Hall to celebrate
Betsy Murphy's 20 years with us and Dereck Stewart's 5 years.

Come honor those who serve us so
faithfully!
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Clerk of Session Report
A summary of the actions taken in the May Stated Session meeting is as follows:
1. In an electronic vote, the Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to
spend up to $7,500 from the Capital Fund to replace one air conditioning compressor in the
primary HVAC chiller unit.
2. The Session endorsed member Hopper Coley's application for Presbytery Youth Council.
3. The Session approved the Outreach Ministry Unit recommendation and Property Ministry Unit
concurrence to allow the Vestavia Hills Rotary Club to use Grace Hall every Friday for lunch
unless there is a conflict with a church event.
4. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to spend an additional
$4,840.00 from the Capital Fund for testing and rebuild of other components in the primary
HVAC chiller unit.
5. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation to host a concert by the
youth and adult singers from Belmont United Methodist Church, Nashville, on Monday, June 5,
at 6 PM.
6. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation for the Gifts and Memorials
Committee to formally present the 2016-2017 gifts to the Congregation at the Worship service
on June 18.
7. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation and Outreach Ministry Unit
concurrence to make worship service videos, recorded with the new Sanctuary equipment,
available for viewing in the public domain via a You Tube account.
8. The Session approved the Personnel Committee recommendation of the minimum and
maximum Effective Salary values to be used in the Ministry Information Form being developed
by the Pastor Nominating Committee in the search for the next Pastor.
9. The Session approved the Faith Formation Ministry Unit recommendation for a Minute for
Mission on May 21 for Vacation Bible School.
10. The Session approved a new church Vision Statement recommended by the Long-Range
Planning Committee. The new Vision Statement:
Southminster Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) - praising God, caring for each
other and our neighbors, welcoming all in the name of Christ, and sharing
God's grace with the world.
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11. The Session amended and approved a new church Mission Statement recommended by the
Long-Range Church Planning Committee. The new Mission Statement:
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, Southminster Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.): values worship and education, develops Christian leaders,
and empowers everyone to welcome, care for, and serve the local
and global community and the larger church.
12. With thanks for its work, the Session approved the Church Growth Special Session Committee
recommendation to dissolve the committee since all recommendations are in stages of
implementation.
13. The Session approved the Sixtieth Anniversary Committee recommendation to hold the Sixtieth
Anniversary Homecoming Celebration on Saturday, October 28 and Sunday, October 29.
14. The Session approved the Sixtieth Anniversary Committee recommendation to invite the
following former Pastors and members who went into the ministry to attend and potentially
participate in worship on October 29: Dick Rodda, Vic Varkonyi, Julia Simmons, Kathy Evans,
Chris Jones, Chip Blankinship, Beth Thomason, Doris Chandler, Rachel Winter, Dan Stephens,
Nick Reed, and Will Christians.
15. The Session approved the Sixtieth Anniversary Committee recommendation to invite Reverend
Joe Slane, subject to Presbytery Commission on Ministry concurrence, to attend and
potentially participate in the Homecoming Celebration on October 28 and 29.
Respectfully submitted,

Bill Christians
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Congregational Prayer Chain
Many people are being remembered on the Southminster Prayer Chain. Those who have
been added or for whom there are updates since the last newsletter are:
Pat Bailey, recently hospitalized, now home for continued improved health
Dan Caldwell, at St. Vincent's Hospital for peace and comfort
Anne Chace, at home for recovery from a fall
Thomas Creekmore, in his diagnosis with live and lung cancer, awaiting a treatment plan
2-1/2 year old Evelyn Crumpton for healing and pain relief from a spiral fracture of her elbow
Marlee Jacobs, as she prepares to move to Joplin, Missouri on Tuesday, June 6th
deNay Kirkpatrick and family at her diagnosis of Stage 0 breast cancer and for recovery from recent
surgery
Give thanks with Bill Porter for successful knee surgery and continued recovery at Aspire Rehabilitation
Jerry Snead, for home for recovery from additional extensive eye surgery
Tommy Tillman, at home for recovery from surgery to remove gall bladder to relieve pancreatitis
Pat Ragan's niece, Cindy Brooking, in her diagnosis with advanced breast cancer
Shirley Martin's friend, Kathy Fischer Brown for relief from sciatic pain
Jeanne Kallman's friend, Sue Butler and family as Sue deals with advanced stage breast cancer and
the loss of her daughter in an automobile accident
Nancy Deerman's cousin, Chris Cogan, in declining health
Betsy Murphy's friend, Carol Collins, for recovery from a stroke
Ross Kinsaul's sister, Jean Copeland, recently hospitalized in Fairhope for good test results
Lynda Gray's friend, Sherry Hartgrove, in her recurrence of cancer concerns
Margaret Dormon's friend, Neil and Jill Hicks, for strength and peace as Neil awaits a match for a
kidney
Margaret Dormon's friend, Nan Higginbotham, hospitalized with fluid in her lungs
Ruby Pfaff's friend, Rebecca Jenkins, in her transition to hospice care
Chris Coley's friend, Judy Lanier, for relief from back pain
Rod and Judy Boyes' friend, Riley Moczulski, for recovery from surgery
Patty Sears and Sue Barnett's neighbors, Raymond and Janice Orr, as Raymond was recently
hospitalized
Granddaughter of former members Rudy and Sue Drfitmier, Virginia Driftmier Pido, for recovery from
surgery
Rob Martin's stepfather, Reggie Spraggins, for strength and recovery after a heart procedure
Margaret Dormon's coworker, Ken Thompson, for recovery from surgery
Nancy McIntosh's son, Phil Thrasher, for recovery from shoulder surgery
Allison Smith's friend, Frank Vines, in his diagnosis of congestive heart failure
Margaret Dormon's friend, Brenda Beaty and family at the loss of her husband, Cummins Beaty
Judy Boyes' friends, Santiago and Elizabeth Marti Beltran at the death of his mother, Carmen
Eliza Patino
J Benoit and family at the loss of his aunt, Sylvia Wilson
Lee Ann Peyton seeks prayers for the family and friends of Ginny Bourland at her death
Chris Coley and family at the loss of her brother, Bob Upchurch
Sheri Hall and family at the loss of her adopted father, Wayne Simmons
Nancy Deerman seeks prayer for the family and friends of the loss of 105-year-old Mrs. Will
Holmes
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Ministry Units Meet
Congregational Care Ministry Unit will meet Monday morning, June 5th at 10:30 AM. The remaining
ministry units - Administrative, Faith Formation, Fellowship, Generosity, Outreach, Property, and
Worship - will meet Wednesday evening, June 7th, at 5:30 P.M. All are encouraged to stay for
dinner at 6:30. The menu for that evening is a Taco Night and Ice Cream. Make reservations by
calling the Church Office, 822-1124 or sign the attendance pad on Sundays.

Attention Session Members
Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports by Sunday, June 11th. All Session members are asked
to pick up minutes, agenda, and reports following worship on the 11th in preparation for the Stated
Meeting on Monday, June 12th, at 5:30 PM in Grace Hall.

Pentecost CANpaign
Pentecost Sunday is June 4th! There will be a Pentecost CANpaign beginning that day and
continuing until July 16th. This is our Presbytery's effort to Alleviate Hunger in Central Alabama.
We will be collected canned goods and other non-perishable food items for local food pantries. At
the August Presbytery meeting, all participating and reporting churches will be recognized! Outreach
asks that you please HELP US FILL THE PANTRIES! You may place your food items in the
collection area in Grace Hall. Volunteers are also needed to help deliver these items to area pantries.
If you can help anytime during this period, please tell Linda Carey or Heather Benoit.

Summer Choir is Here!
It has been a wonderful year for the Southminster Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir. Now we begin
our summer schedule. The choir will not be having regular Wednesday evening rehearsals,
beginning now and lasting until August. Instead, we will gather in the Choir Room on Sunday
mornings at 9:50 for rehearsal. This means that if you have not been singing in the choir because of
the tie commitment on Wednesday nights, you can join us now on Sunday mornings. This is a great
time to visit the choir and give it a try. We'd love to have you permanently … or just in the summer.
Please think about it and join us when you can
To God be the glory!
Larry Hardin
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First Light Breakfast Servers

Please consider serving breakfast at First Light. Southminster has the third Sunday morning of each
month reserved to provide breakfast to the more than 60 women and children at First Light Shelter.
We have the following dates available for 2017:
June 18th
September 17th
November 19th
December 17th
For more information on how you can volunteer, please contact Heather Benoit at
hbenoit77@hotmail.com,or sign up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4eafa62aa4fd03rdsunday. You can also sign up on the sheet on the Outreach bulletin board outside of the church
office. Gather some friends and family and make a difference today!

Wednesday Night Suppers

In the summer months we move away from our weekly Wednesday night gatherings. As mentioned
in an earlier article, our first Wednesday night of the month will be June 7th. Our ministry unit
meetings will precede the supper at 5:30. The time for the meal is 6:30 p.m. You are encouraged
to come to a ministry unit meeting and then stay for a delicious Taco supper.
Our other fellowship supper of the month will be on Wednesday, June 21st at 6:00 (back to our
regular time). This will be a potluck supper, so bring a dish for your family … and a little extra to
share. We will enjoy a time of fellowship with our friends and see what their summer plans are!
Come join us for both meals. Make reservations by signing the attendance pad on Sunday mornings
or by calling the Church Office, 822-1124 by Monday at noon.

Cents-Ability Gifts

As you make preparation for Holy Communion on Sunday, June 4th, remember that this day is
designated for our Cents-Ability Offering (formerly known as Two Cents a Meal). Each month we
remember the hungry of our community and the world with an offering that represents two cents for
each meal of plenty we have partaken in the previous month. Our Cents-Ability gifts will benefit the
Matthew Twenty-Eight mission in Haiti and our Presbytery's Congo Partnership.
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The Pentecost Offering
will be received this Sunday, June 4th.

Answers to Foundation for
Ministry Quiz:
1:
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

b
ALL
b
a
c
a

Visiting Choir Performance

On Monday evening, June 5th, the Music Ministry will present a concert by the Open Door Singers
from Belmont United Methodist Church in Nashville, Tennessee. The choir, of approximately 40
youth, grades 7-12, is led by Gayle Sullivan. The concert, which is free and open to the public,
begins at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Please come and enjoy this fine group of singers … and bring a
friend or two!!
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Talking Points on Congregational Survey Results
























The Congregational Survey on Pastoral transition and the future of the church, developed by
the Hartford Institute, was held during October and November 2016.
The survey followed a series of open discussion meetings with members of the congregation
on the pastoral transition and the future of the church in general.
94 surveys were returned from 303 distributed, for a total of 31% return rate. The
Southminster return rate was slightly less than the average return rate, 35% for these
surveys.
The gender breakdown of survey responses very closely matched the gender breakdown of
the congregation. Male: 40.7% survey, 42.8% congregation; Female: 59.3% survey, 57.2%
congregation.
The age breakdowns of survey responses versus the congregation was as follows:
o
Less than 25: 2.2% survey, 8.6% congregation
o
26 - 45: 17.6% survey, 22.2% congregation
o
46 - 55: 4.4% survey, 16.6% congregation
o
56 - 65: 23.08% survey, 21.1% congregation
o
Greater than 65: 52.3% survey, 31.6% congregation
Eight non-members (staff and others with close ties to the church) completed surveys.
68.1% of the survey respondents had been involved with the church for at least ten years.
86.1% of survey responses were from regular church attendees (more than twice a month).
57.4% of survey responses were from very good church attendees (four times a month).
68.1% of the survey respondents were involved in at least two church organizations.
40.4% of the survey respondents had not invited anyone to visit Southminster in the past
year.
53.8% of the survey respondents reported four or more close friends in the church.
The largest percentages of denominations in which respondents were raised were:
Presbyterian - 44.9%; Baptist - 21.4%; Methodist - 19.1%
According to survey respondents, the top two tasks (by far) that Southminster does best are
offering worship that provides a meaningful experience of God and the Christian tradition; and
providing a caring ministry for the sick, shuts-ins, and the bereaved.
The top task that respondents indicated needed more emphasis was sharing the good news of
the Gospel with the unchurched.
The top two organizational strengths identified were members help each other out in times of
trouble and members who are capable and interested have an equal opportunity to hold key
leadership positions.
The top two organizational challenges identified were publicity of church activities to the
surrounding community, and excitement among members about the church's future.
Survey respondents were overall in agreement with Southminster's identity and vision.
The top three qualities identified as making a good worship service were the sacraments, part
of the worship especially for children, and providing time for members to greet each other.
The top three qualities identified for a good sermon were being biblically based and illustrated,
being challenging and thought-provoking, and setting forth a clear faith position as a guide for
making decisions.
The top priorities identified for a Pastor were preparing and preaching inspiring sermons, and
planning and leading worship sensitive to the needs of the congregation.
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The top role identified for the Pastor to fulfill was Minister of the Word, Teacher of the
Congregation.
The top three reasons that attracted respondents to Southminster were the minister, the
denominational ties, and the worship style.
The top five qualities identified for the new Pastor were confidentiality, being a person of faith,
being an effective preacher/teacher, being mature and emotionally secure, and being
compassionate and caring person.
There was general overall satisfaction with the building facilities among the respondents.

VBS
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calling all heroes
to join the fun and
discover your strength in God!

July 24th - 28th
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
4 years old through completed 5th grade welcome!
To register go online at
http://cokesburyvbs.com/southminster
or use the QR code!
VBS t-shirts are $12. Taking orders now through July 1st!

If you'd like to volunteer for VBS, let Laura Bannon, Sara Brown, or Ben Acton know by sending an
email to southmin.vbs@gmail.com
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Southminster Presbyterian Church
1124 Montgomery Highway
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216
Church:
205/822-1124
Church Fax:
205/822-6739
Website Address:
http://southminsterpcusa.org
E-Mail Address:
southmin@bellsouth.net

Staff Members
Charlie Durham, Transitional Pastor
Ben Acton, Associate Pastor for Education and Youth Ministries
Larry Hardin, Dir. Of Music Ministries
David Renaker, Organist
Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School
Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator
Betty Smith, Financial Assistant
Gerald Colbert, Sexton
Dereck Stewart, Sexton
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