July Soundings
While serving my church in North Carolina, a church member had successful cardiac bypass surgery.
Visiting him in the hospital before his release, he confided with a radiant smile, "I could truly feel the
prayers of the people surrounding and upholding me." To which I replied, "I'm sure you did and am
so thankful." Upon hearing me, though, I detected a change in his countenance, his expression. But
we pressed on, before I prayed with him and left his hospital room.
Barely a few months later, my primary care physician insisted that I have a cardiac stress test due to
my long-standing battle with high cholesterol (570). Though in perfect health, I consented because
my insurance was paying 100%. That morning, ran my three miles with one doctor in the church,
played racquetball at lunch with another, and at 2 p.m., got on the stress treadmill, all hooked up, as
another doctor in the church watched for the 37 minutes. The next day, my doctor called demanding
that I do NO more exercising at all because the stress test showed all sorts of strange activity and I
was scheduled for a heart cath in the morning. My neighbor and church member, who was a
vascular surgeon, called it "runner's heart" and predicted nothing would show up. He was wring:
100% blockage and two 95% blockages. I had my cardiac bypass (4 grafts) just two days before
Christmas. I was 37.
I missed on Sunday after the surgery, but the second I snuck in to sit on the back pew. My doctor
came flying out of the choir loft demanding that I leave right away. We "compromised" that I would
stay for worship and sneak out with the last hymn - which I did. But as I was leaving, the man who
had most recently had the surgery was standing there. He just looked at me with that knowing look.
I remember bursting out, "Now I know what you mean about feeling and knowing the prayers of the
people sustaining." He smiled and gave me a gentle hug.
When the prophet Hosea was commanded by the Lord to take back his harlot wife, the word came to
him: "Now that you have the 'knowledge of the Lord,' you can prophesy to my unfaithful people that
I will take them back. The Hebrews make it clear that such knowledge is not of the head, but of the
heart, a heart that has experienced something of the Lord's pain.
Henri Nouwen, a Roman Catholic priest, wrote in The Wounded Healer that our own experiences can
help us connect with others who are struggling. We can never say, "I know exactly what you are
going through" because every person's journey takes its own path. But when a person stands/sits
with you, who has been down a similar path, there is that instant connection and comfort.
During my recent decline with a worn out hip and now recovery from hip replacement, your prayers
have been absolutely sustaining. I have never known a more caring, more praying, more cardsending congregation. I thought the Lord called me here to help you through a time of transition,
but have learned that he placed me here to be nurtured back to health. I thank the Lord for healing
mercies and I thank the Lord for the gift that Southminster is to me and to so many.

Charlie Durham

Welcome Home!
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God." --Romans 15:7

For many years now, the passage above from Romans has served as the biblical mission statement
for Southminster, in part, because that idea of welcoming others with the same love and grace as
Christ embraces us, is part of the very fabric of Southminster's identity.
Ask almost anyone who's been a part of this church for a day, a week, a year, for a decade, or for
longer and chances are you will hear that people have felt God's welcoming love in Christ through the
people and experiences at Southminster.
The faithful imperative to "welcome" naturally, then, is the theme for our 60th Anniversary
celebration, which culminates in a Homecoming picnic on October 28th, and a special worship service
on October 29th.
But the "Welcome Home" we celebrate begins this month as we partner together with
Southminster Day School to join in the Presbytery's Habitat Build.
Why is this Habitat campaign part of our anniversary celebration? Well, it goes back to that faithful
imperative to welcome.
We have known a gracious welcome as part of Southminster; we have found a home for faithful
living here; we have been blessed with a family of belonging here that allows us to flourish.
And, so, following the call of welcome, we must help provide that same "Welcome Home" for
others. And you know as well as I do that Habitat for Humanity offers that same sort of welcome for
so many throughout the nation - and even the world - who need a safe space to dwell, belong, and
flourish. It just makes sense then that our "Welcome Home" would involve working with such a
like-minded body.
You can see a few details for that build and how you can help donate funds for it elsewhere in "The
Sounds". Our goal for funding is $5,000 - and in honor of our 60th anniversary, we're asking people
to consider giving $60 or more towards this goal. If eighty people among our Southminster
community gave that amount, we'd raise such funds in no time. However, any amount is valuable
and will be received gratefully.
Thank you so much, friends, for making Southminster feel like home for so many - and may God
bless you as you discern how you might extend that "Welcome Home" to others as we all
remember what God has done among, with, and through us these past sixty years.
The Lord Bless and Keep You,

Ben

(In) Forming Faith
Faith Formation has many ministry opportunities to bring to your attention this month. See the
next few pages for reminders, announcements, and thank-you's!
Southminster and Summer Camp:
Thank You! Thanks to all those who dropped off items for counselors at Living River this
summer - your generosity was greatly appreciated as it helped young adults serving at
camp revitalize and be strong in the knowledge that they were not alone in their ministry!
Adventure Camps took place at Living River from June 25 - June 30. See our Southminster
participants in the photo below:

Montreat Thank You: By the time you read this, Ben Acton, Betsy Murphy, Mark Hopkins,
Hopper Coley, and Sam Kirkpatrick will be joining sixteen other folks from Presby BYG at
Montreat July 8th - 15th. Thanks to all for your gifts and contributions to make this trip a lifechanging reality for our group and many more besides! Look forward to the "Montreat
Report" in September!

Pastor Nominating Committee
Report
The Pastor Nominating Committee (or PNC) is at an exciting place in our journey! Our MIF (Ministry
Information Form) is complete, the Session and the Presbytery Committee on Ministry have both
approved the form, and it is installed online. This is the phase when we begin to receive matches
with possible candidates to be our pastor. As we receive the matches, we will read each one and
decide whether to keep that person as a prospect. After that, we will review sermons, investigate
church websites, check references, etc. before we actually meet and interview a few good
possibilities. Please continue to pray for us as we carry on with this rewarding challenge. It's
exciting to know that God is using our efforts to move us closer to the person he has chosen for us.

Pastoral Care Need or Emergency
At Southminster, we seek to foster a spiritual community of love and care. If you have a pastoral
care need or emergency, please contact the Church Office at 822-1124 to share that information with
one of the pastors. If calling after hours, please leave a message at Extension 301 and that message
will be shared with the pastors as soon as it is possible to do so.

Thank You Notes Received
My sincere thoughts to all the loving congregation of Southminster and their demonstration of the
love of Christ in the many kindnesses, large and small, to me, Sally, and my family during my
recovery from surgery. All is well as of this writing. Thank you all!
David Stephens

What an incredible blessing it is to be a member of Southminster Presbyterian Church, clearly the
most caring church on the planet. The love and support that I have received following my knee
replacement surgery is nothing short of overwhelming. From the pastoral care provided by Charlie
and Ben, to the cards, visits, the delicious food, the phone calls and the thoughts and prayers offered
by my Southminster family, I feel God's blessings completely surrounding me.
Thanks be to God!
Bill Porter

Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation for Ministry

The Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation for Ministry seeks to bring Christ and His love to
our local and global communities by supporting selected charitable ministries consistent with the
principles of Christian stewardship. Applications for grants to be awarded in the fourth quarter of
2017 should be submitted no later than September 1, 2017.
For details, see
http://www.southminsterfoundation.com/.

Thanks from the Bottom of My Heart!!
Dear Southminster Family,
Words of thanks just don't seem adequate to express the way I feel. I am truly humbled and
honored by your many acts of kindness towards me regarding my recent 20 th Anniversary
celebration. I am so, so blessed! The reception was wonderful, the cake - beautiful and delicious,
the recognition during worship - so touching, and the anniversary check - very, very much
appreciated. It has already been put to good use!! I've always said that I have had jobs before
where it was a struggle to get up and go in … not at Southminster!! I look forward to each and
every day here, working with all of you and serving Christ. I hope to be blessed to have many more
years here! Thank you for loving me … and putting up with me! I love each and every one of you
and so appreciate this congregation!
Peace,

Vestavia Hills Rotary Holds Annual Iron
City Chef!!
On Saturday, July 22nd, Alan Jackson from Nabeel's Café and Market, Sean Butler from Revolve
Kitchen and Brew, Brittany Garrigus from Satterfield's, and Ben Vaughn from Inverness Country Club
will be competing for the Iron City Chef title at the Culinary and Hospitality Institute on the campus
of Jeff State Community College at Spain Park. This annual event is sponsored by the Vestavia Hills
Rotary Club (which meets weekly here at Southminster!!!) and the funds raised support local and
international programs that include the Vestavia Hills Math & Debate teams, students in Zambia,
Africa and Jeff State Scholarships.
Each chef will prepare an entrée and a desert for about 300 guests, who will vote for their favorites.
The two chefs who receive the most votes then meet in the finals, where they will have 30 minutes
to prepare a meal using a mystery ingredient. Jerry Tracey with Alabama's Channel 13 will serve as
Master of Ceremonies for the evening.
Get out and support the community! Tickets are $55, which includes meal and Western
Supermarket Wine Tasting. Go to www.vestaviarotary.org for tickets and more information!

Clerk of Session Report
A summary of the actions taken in the June Stated Session meeting is as follows:
1. The Session accepted the resignation of Elder Marlee Jacobs from the Southminster Session
with sorrow, thanks for her service to Southminster, and continued prayers for the future.
2. The Session requested that the Congregational Nominating Committee nominate a church
officer candidate to fill the vacancy in the Session Class of 2019.
3. The Session approved the Outreach Ministry Unit recommendation to designate the local
portion of the Pentecost Offering to UKirk-Birminghm for college ministries.
4. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation to invite Reverend Patrick
Harley, Campus Minister for UKirk-Birmingham, to preach and participate in worship leadership
on July 2.
5. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation for the expenditure of
up to $975.00 from the Capital Fund for recent repairs to the organ.
6. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation to spend up to
$7,500.00 for an audit of the church financial records.
7. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation for the expenditure of
up to $1,000.00 from the Capital Fund to purchase a new office computer.
8. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit and Personnel Committee
recommendation for modifications to the Leave section of Personnel Policies in the
Southminster Organizational Manual.
9. The Session approved the following Personnel Committee recommendations regarding
Southminster staffing:
A. Thirty-day notices to be given to Gerald Colbert and Betty Smith on June 13, with pay to
be continued until mid-July.
B. Assumption of the responsibilities of these two positions by the Church Administrator and
Sexton, with development of a new job description for the combined Church
Administrator/Financial Assistant position.
C. Salary increases for the new combined positions.
10.

The Session approved the Faith Formation Ministry Unit recommendation of a summer Sunday
School schedule of a joint adult Sunday School Class and a joint children's Sunday School Class
until Rally Day

11.

The Session approved the Faith Formation Ministry Unit recommendation to hold Rally Day on
Sunday, August 20th.

12. The Session approved the Ministry Information Form (MIF) developed by the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in the search for the next Installed Pastor.

13. The Session approved the Sixtieth Anniversary Committee recommendation to hold a special
offering and volunteer participation drive for the Presbytery Habitat for Humanity build, with a
fundraising goal of $5,000.00.
14. The Session approved the Sixtieth Anniversary Committee recommendation for Minutes for
Mission on June 18 and August 6 for the Presbytery Habitat for Humanity build.
15. The Session approved the Southminster Foundation recommendation to reschedule the
previously-approved Minute for Mission for the Foundation to August 13.
Respectfully submitted,

Bill Christians
DID YOU KNOW???
THAT … Southminster Presbyterian Women gave $5,000 to mission causes
during the past year!
THAT … PW'S BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES INCLUDED:
Church Women United
Mission Haven
Greater Birmingham Ministries
Presbyterian Children's Home
Mission of the Church - GA
Congo Partnership
First Light, Birmingham

$50.00
$300.00
$100.00
$150.00
$1,000.00
$250.00
$150.00 (added for 2017-2018)

THAT …PW'S NON-BUDGETED BENEVOLENCES INCLUDED:
PW Thank Offering - Church Wide
PW Birthday Offering - Church Wide
Presbyterian Children's Home
Matthew 28
Columbia Friendship Circle

Living River Camp & Conference Center
Least Coin Offering
UKirk-Birmingham
PCUSA Mission Catalogue - for clean water supplies
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Joe Slane's Retirement Gift

THAT … in addition to the above missions, we purchase Christmas cards illustrated and sold by the
Presbyterian Children's Home Hope Academy; we provide scholarship funds for the Columbia
Seminary students and their
families; we support our Library Guild and Sanctuary Guild; we deliver
Meals-on-Wheels each Wednesday.
PW plays a big part, not only in the life of Southminster, but throughout our community, country, and
the world. Thank you and keep up the good work!!
We invite you to join us in a Circle or to serve on the Coordinating Team. Our Circles will begin
meeting again on September 9th.
June Hyer, Mission Chair

Pentecost CANpaign
Our Pentecost CANpaign continues until July 16th. This is our Presbytery's effort to Alleviate
Hunger in Central Alabama. We will be collected canned goods and other non-perishable food
items for local food pantries. At the August Presbytery meeting, all participating and reporting
churches will be recognized! Outreach asks that you please HELP US FILL THE PANTRIES! You
may place your food items in the collection area in Grace Hall. Volunteers are also needed to help
deliver these items to area pantries. If you can help anytime during this period, please tell Linda
Carey or Heather Benoit.

First Light Breakfast Servers

Please consider serving breakfast at First Light. Southminster has the third Sunday morning of each
month reserved to provide breakfast to the more than 60 women and children at First Light Shelter.
Please consider signing up for July 16th!!
For more information on how you can volunteer, please contact Heather Benoit at
hbenoit77@hotmail.com,or sign up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4eafa62aa4fd03rdsunday. You can also sign up on the sheet on the Outreach bulletin board outside of the church
office. Gather some friends and family and make a difference today!

Potluck Supper
Please join us Wednesday, July 19th, at 6:00 PM in Grace Hall for a Summer Potluck Supper!!
Bring a dish for your family … and a little extra to share. We will have homemade ice cream for
dessert! This will be a fun evening and it gives everyone a chance to catch up on each other's
summer travels! See you then!

Cents-Ability Gifts

As you make preparation for Holy Communion on Sunday, July 9th, remember that this day is
designated for our Cents-Ability Offering (formerly known as Two Cents a Meal). Each month we
remember the hungry of our community and the world with an offering that represents two cents for
each meal of plenty we have partaken in the previous month. Our Cents-Ability gifts will benefit the
Matthew Twenty-Eight mission in Haiti and our Presbytery's Congo Partnership.

Summer Sunday School: See below for our topics for Youth and Adults, and be on the
lookout for a message to each class from Faith Formation about plans for August 13th and
for Rally Day, August 20th!

Vacation Bible School
A week-long super heroic journey is right around the corner!!

July 24th - 28th
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
4 years old through completed 5th grade welcome!
To register go online at
http://cokesburyvbs.com/southminster
or use the QR code!

Faith Formation invites you to join us and the VBS Families a Top Secret Mission
to Celebrate the End of VBS!!
Join us on Sunday, June 30th immediately following worship.
Enjoy delicious quiche, yogurt and fruit drizzled in honey and Danish and fellowship.
Email Betsy in the Church Office at bets_southmin@bellsouth.net.
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1124 Montgomery Highway
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216
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E-Mail Address:
southmin@bellsouth.net
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