
 
 

 

                                                                                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have 3 ways for you to make your appointment to be photographed on Friday, August 17th from 1 to 8 

PM or Saturday, August 18th from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM in Grace Hall!!! 

 

1. Call Lifetouch @ 866-817-5315 to schedule ( Mon-Fri 8-5 EST) 

2. Go online to:  https://booknow-lifetouch.appointent-plus.com/yehelt82/ 

3. Call the Church Office, 205-822-1124, to schedule. 

Schedule Today!! 

 
 
 
 

 
Each Sunday we have the opportunity to “say what we believe.”  We use ancient liturgies and modern 

confessions to guide us in this endeavor and our faith tradition is saturated with historical guidance. 

But have you tried to add your own words to this important work? It can be a difficult task to say what 

you believe.  How would you start and what would it sound like? 

 

We live in a time of catch phrases, sound bites, and texts of 140 characters or less. Unfortunately that 

has infiltrated the church as well. We have all seen these attempts, on social media, billboards, or even 

advertisements for churches.  Our faith is wonderfully complex and profoundly simple, but it should 

not be summed up.   

 

This is a story I ran across recently about the theologian and preacher Karl Barth: 

 

“After the service in a parish church where Barth had been preaching one Sunday, he was met at the 

door by a man who greeted him with these words: ‘Professor Barth, thank you for your sermon. I’m 

an astronomer, you know, and as far as I am concerned, the whole of Christianity can be summed up 

by saying, ‘Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.’” 

 

 

A WORD FROM TOM  

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointent-plus.com/yehelt82/


 
 

“Barth replied: ‘Well, I am just a humble theologian, and as far as I am concerned the whole of 

astronomy can be summed up by saying ‘Twinkle, twinkle little star, how I wonder what you are.’” 

 

Can you imagine the astronomer’s face? Dr. Barth was being a little cheeky in his response, but his 

point is clear. The richness of our God is not a sound bite or tweet.  

 

One of my seminary professors always followed up a student’s answer to a question with “hmm, say a 

little more.”  When it comes to our faith, putting it into words should be an opportunity to “say more.”  

Saying more doesn’t allow us to fall into the traps of catchy phrasing or sound bite faith but affords us 

opportunity to better flesh out our own faith while allowing other as richer dialogue.  So when it comes 

to your faith, I will always invite you to “Say More.” 

 

God Bless, 

         Tom 

 
 
 
 

       
 

 
Congregational Care Ministry Unit is asking for your help in fulfilling our need for Home Communion 
servers.  Home Communion may be served on the same Sunday as Communion is served at 
Southminster or the following week.  We need two servers for each Home Communion visit.  Normally 
we have always had two ordained Elders; however, now if we only have one Elder to volunteer and 
someone who is not an Elder but would like to participate in Home Communion visits, then he or she 
must be approved by the Session before participating in Home Communion.  There must always be at 
least one ordained Elder serving Holy Communion.   
 
If this is something that you would like to participate in, please contact either Connie Currin or Barbara 
Sansom.  Anyone that has participated in Home Communion will readily tell you that being able to 
share this time with our homebound parishioners is a highlight of being an Elder for Southminster. 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

 
Fellowship Ministry Unit is having its last Wednesday night fellowship supper on August 15th.   The 
meal will be provided.  We will have a homemade ice cream challenge for dessert.  We would like to 
have six or more people provide homemade ice cream for this evening.   
 
If you would like to provide some ice cream for the challenge, please contact Mark Hopkins at 790-
6499.  See you then!! 
 
 

Request for Home Communion Servers  

Last Summer Fellowship Supper  



 
 

 

(In) Forming Faith 

 
Celebrating: 

 
➢ "Lift Every Voice!"  Our joint youth group with Edgewood, First Birmingham, Oakmont, 

Mountain Brook, and Shades Valley had a life changing week at Montreat July 7th through 

the 14th.  

 

Deep thanks for all the support you gave to help us go!  A face to face report from the 

youth will come to you at a Wednesday night supper on September 12th!  Participants 

connected to Southminster included:  Hopper Coley, Elizabeth Corcoran, George Curry, 

William Curry, Katie Habeeb, Sam Kirkpatrick, Noelle Thrasher (youth); Mark Hopkins and 

Betsy Murphy (adults). 

 

➢ Vacation Bible School was a rolling success!  We had over 30 children registered for the 

week, with an average daily attendance around 20.  With the help of youth and adult 

volunteers each evening, we were able to be a welcoming place for many in our 

community.  At Rolling River Rampage we learned what it means to find adventure, 

acceptance, joy, peace, and rest on the river.  God is always with us as we ride the rapids 

of amazing grace!  Thanks to all who helped lead, set up, volunteer, and a special thanks 

to Janet Nebrig and Pat Goodman and their team for directing the entire endeavor!  

Special thanks also to our cooks and helpers from Fellowship Ministry Unit that provided 

delicious light meals during our VBS.   

 

Our adults were equally enriched with a study called, "The Trinity: God's Love Overflowing."  

Pastor Tom led the study covering the history of the doctrine and the importance of the 

doctrine in the life of believers and the church.  Each nightly session began with song, 

prayer, and then an interactive study.  George Van Kirk provided the music for worship and 

led the Lection Divina (divine reading) prayer time.  Twenty-one adults attended the adult 

VBS sessions. 

 

Make sure to check out pictures from the week elsewhere in the Sounds! 

 

Experiencing: 
 

➢ Faith Formation Sunday is August 12 - Join us for a time of fellowship as we enjoy a potluck 

brunch and hear about what God will be doing in our Sunday School classes this year.  This 

ritual is a great way to begin a new fall season!  (See a brief description of classes for all 

ages elsewhere in this newsletter!).  New second graders will all receive Bibles in worship 

that day!  Also join us in worship this day for a Blessing of the Backpacks.  Bring your 

backpack, briefcase, lunchbox, etc. to be blessed!  This is for children of all ages!! 

 

➢ Youth Group is kicking off in August!  Presby BYG meetings begin August 26 and we will be 

meeting at Southminster through September 30th.  All youth in Grades 6 through 12 (church 



 
 

members, Day School alumni, and friends!) are invited to be a part of this group.  For more 

information, contact Betsy Murphy or Mark Hopkins with any questions, suggestions, or 

concerns! 

 

 

Anticipating: 

 
➢ Sunday School will be in full swing in September!  Check out the classes below to find the 

right fit for you:   
 

2018-2019:  Sunday School Offerings! 
*Starting August 19, all classes meet from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ALSO Meeting: Southminster In Motion—This class meets in Fancher Hall with a mission to 
respond to the needs of our community with action.  Come help us make blankets for foster children, 

put together lunches for First Light, write notes of encouragement and much, much more!! 

 
 
 

Children and Youth: 

• Nursery (Infant-2½yr old’s) 
Location: Room 213  

(same level as Sanctuary) 
 

• Wee Believers (3 yr olds-
Kindergarten) 

Location: Room 206  
(same level as Sanctuary) 

Teachers: Sara Brown and Betsy 
Murphy 

 

• Kingdom Kids  (1st-5th Grade) 
Location: Backdoor (ground level) 

Teachers: Ginny Ezekiel and Allison 
Smith 

 

• Youth Sunday School (6th-12th 
grade) 

Location: Backdoor (ground level) 
Teachers: Patrick Riley, Anna Murphy, 

and Elizabeth Ogletree 
 

Adults 
Meeting in Grace Hall… 

• FRIENDSHIP CLASS   
Weekly conversations and studies on 
scripture passages used in worship 

• TOPIC CLASS  
Discussions on a variety of “topics: 
including music, theology, history, 

prayer, and bible study. 

• JOYUS SOLOS CLASS  
Studies various books of the bible and 

historical themes of scripture 

• ADVENT CLASS (Discussion topics 
vary but typically focus on how to live 
our faith more fully in everyday life) 

 

• GENESIS CLASS (Meets in Library) 
Uses the “Present Word” PC(USA)  

curriculum 
 
 

• SEEKERS CLASS (Meets in rm.212, next to 
the nursery) 

Explores a variety of studies that “seeks” 
to connect life and faith 



 
 

 

 
 
It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over and school will soon be back in session.  But … with that … 
comes the beginning of our Presby BYG Group.  This is open to all 6th through 12th Graders and your friends.  
We will kick it off with a pool party on August 19th at the home of Will, deNay and Sam Kirkpatrick.  More 
details to follow.  We will begin meeting here at Southminster on Sunday, August 26th, at 5:00 PM.  As in 
the past, dinner will be served at 6:30 and parents can pick up at 7:00.  The 26th will be a time of get to know 
you games, brainstorming and visioning for the year, devotional and dinner.  Our study focus this year will be 
on The Beatitudes.  There will be a time of learning, games, mission projects, and outings.   
 
We will not meet on September 2nd due to Labor Day.  On September 9th we will have a Parents, Family and 
Friends Dinner here at Southminster.  Then on September 16th we will kick off our exciting study, continuing 
September 23rd and 30th.   
 
We hope you will make plans to be a part of this exciting group!  There will be an upcoming retreat at Living 
River on October 6th and 7th and … drum roll … our own Dr. Tom will lead a retreat at Living River the first 
weekend in March!!  See, you sure don’t want to miss this!!!   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me or Mark Hopkins.  We would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have.   Hope to see you here!! 

 

        Betsy Murphy 

 
 

 
 
Congregational Care Ministry Unit will meet Monday morning, August 6th at 10:30 AM.  The remaining ministry 
units – Administrative, Faith Formation, Fellowship, Generosity, Outreach, Property and Worship – will meet 
Wednesday evening, August 8th, at 5:30 PM.  Dinner will not be served this month; that will officially begin in 
September. 

 
 

 
 
 
Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports by Sunday, August 12th.  All Session members are asked to pick 
up minutes, agenda, and reports following worship on the 12th in preparation for the Stated Meeting on Monday, 
August 13th at 5:30 PM in Grace Hall. 

 
 

 
 
 
You are invited to join us on Fridays at 11:45 in Grace Hall for a delicious lunch ($10) and program at 12:10. 
The speakers for August are:  August 3rd – Rick Jackson, Birmingham Water Works Board; August 10th – TBD, 
August 17th – No meeting; August 24th – Michael Coleman – Home Inspired Ministries (HIM); and August 31st – 
No meeting.  Come join in!  Questions?  Contact Kent Howard at 913-1941. 

Youth Group News 

Ministry Units Meet 

Attention Session Members 

Vestavia Rotary Club 



 
 

 

 
 
 

       
If you are 70-1/2 or older, you can take advantage of a simple way to support the Southminster Presbyterian 

Church Foundation for Ministry and receive tax benefits in return. 

 

The Details of Making a Gift 

The IRA charitable rollover allows you to make a tax-free gift from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 

or Roth IRA to a qualified charitable organization such as the Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation 

without having to pay income taxes on the money.  (The law no longer has an expiration date, so you are free 

to make annual gifts to the Southminster Foundation from your IRA this year and into the future.) 

 

How it Works 

• You are age 70-1/2 or older at the time of the gift 
• You transfer up to $100,000 directly from your IRA 
• You transfer the funds outright to one or more qualified charities 
 

Why Consider this Gift? 

• Your gift will be put to use today to support charitable ministries consistent with the principles of Christian 
stewardship. 

• You pay no income taxes on the gift.  The transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, 
so you benefit even if you do not itemize your tax deductions. 

• If you have not yet taken your required minimum distribution this year, your IRA charitable rollover gift 
can satisfy all or part of that requirement. 

 

5 STEPS TO COMPLETE YOUR GIFT 

1. Choose the IRA from which you wish to make the gift. 
2. Decide the amount of your gift. 
3. Contact Sue Stapleton for a sample letter you can use to request a direct charitable contribution from 

your IRA. 
4. Submit the required form to your IRA Administrator. 
5. Share the good news of your gift with Rick Reed, Church Treasurer, so the Church will know to be aware 

of the upcoming gift. 
 

AN “IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER” CAN ALSO BE USED TO FULFILL YOUR ANNUAL PLEDGE OR OTHER GIFTS 

TO SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Also, a reminder…applications by charitable ministries for 2018 grants from the Southminster Foundation for 

Ministry must be submitted on or before September 1st, 2018.  Up to $29,000 will be awarded this year. 

 

For full details for the application process, go to:  http://www.southminsterfoundation.com. 

 

 

 
 

 

Sharing God’s Love – A Smart Way to Give to the Southminster 

Foundation for Ministry through your IRA 

http://www.southminsterfoundation.com/


 
 

 

       

 
 

      
Friends of Southminster, 

 

I want to thank you all for the outpouring of love and support you expressed to me and our family at the 

time of Rudy’s passing.  The Service of Witness to the Resurrection for Rudy was comforting and spiritually 

uplifting.   

 

Than you David, Larry and choir members for leading us in song and the beautiful rendition of “Amazing 

Grace.”  Also, thanks to the wonderful women of the church for the lovely reception following the service. 

 

You all are wonderful friends and I cherish the years that I had with you. 

 

       Love, 

Sue Driftmier 
 

  

 
 
FIRST LIGHT!!!  We have three more opportunities to serve the women and children of this very 
special place for 2018.  If you are unable to help with any of the following dates but want to know how 
you can be a part of this great opportunity, we can assist you with that!  Please contact Sara Brown or 
Heather Benoit with questions, hesitations, or meal ideas.  We are here to make this a fun and filling 
experience. 
 

Dinner – Saturday, October 13th, Sunday, November 11th; Saturday, December 8th 
 
 

CANPAIGN!!!  Thank you for all of the cans donated during the recent Pentecost CANpaign!  We 
collected 257 cans this year.  Way to go, Southminster!!!!! 
 
OUTREACH CLOSET!!!  The goal is to fill this closet for when needs arise at Greater Birmingham 
Ministries, First Light, etc.  A list of the items needed is as follows:  travel sized shampoo, conditioner, 
soap, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrush, alcohol-free mouthwash, brushes and combs, shower caps, anti-
itch cream, sewing kits, make up (all kinds and shades) razors, shaving cream, chapstick, underwear 
(all sizes), socks, hair products (all kinds) over-the-counter pain relievers (non-drowsy, alcohol-free), 
weekly pill organizers, copy paper (8-1/5 x 11), black and blue pens, highlighters, white-out, manila 
envelopes for larger mailings, glue sticks, cleaning supplies, non-perishable food items.  We ask that 
items be new and unopened. 
 
This closet is located in the Family and Youth Ministry Room directly behind the sanctuary.  Grab a few 
extra items at the store and help us stock the closet.  All donations will be appreciated!! 
 
 

      Sara Brown, Moderator 

Outreach News 

Thank You Note Received 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We had a great time in our epic adventure at the Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible 

School. Children were invited on a white-water rafting adventure to experience the ride of a lifetime 

with God! Along the river, children discover that life with God is an adventure full of wonder and 

surprise, and that they can trust God to be with them through anything. Thanks to our many 

volunteers, the “rafters” experienced relevant music, exciting science, creative crafts, and memorable 

Bible stories which helped kids know that God is always with them as they ride the rapids of amazing 

grace! Our sanctuary, classrooms, and common spaces were decorated so creatively!  Our wonderful 

meals (and ice cream sandwiches) were a great way to start off our adventure each night.  AND the 

adults were treated to an amazing bible study on the Trinity.  So thanks to all who participated and 

led this four-day adventure.  It was truly a special time in our congregation!  

 

See the pictures below of some of the fun moments!! 

 

 
 
 

 

  

2018 Southminster VBS  



 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 

1124 Montgomery Highway 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

Church:   205/822-1124 

Church Fax:  205/822-6739 

Website Address:  http://southminsterpcusa.org 

E-Mail Address:  southmin@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Staff Members 
The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson, Pastor 

Larry Hardin, Dir. Of Music Ministries 

David Renaker, Organist 

Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School 

Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator 

Dereck Stewart, Sexton 
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