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May 2022
Dear friends,
Pastor’s Note
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! These are the first words we speak
in worship on Easter morning. They mark the beginning of our celebration of Easter, a
celebration that lasts far longer than a single morning. The season of Eastertide, also
known as the great fifty days of Easter, extends from Easter Sunday for seven weeks until
the feast of Pentecost. This season offers an extended time to reflect on God’s power to
bring new life out of death, to remember that God offers resurrection not just at a tomb
long ago, but in our lives, still today.
We especially need this whole season of resurrection at Shades Valley this year, for this will be a very
different Eastertide for us. It will be our final season of worship in this place. A season full of special festivities
and remembrances. These will be weeks of transition, of giving thanks and letting go. How fitting that these
weeks are in Eastertide, so that we can be reminded all along the way that we are Easter people, sustained
always by the God who brings new life out of death. Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!
Grace and peace,
Leanne

HOMECOMING SUNDAY! MAY 1, 2022
Shades Valley Presbyterian Church will soon begin a new chapter as we merge with Southminster Presbyterian
Church. After 68 years at 2305 Montevallo Road, our congregation is leaving our building. But before we go,
we’re celebrating! Bring your family and join us for a special Homecoming celebration.
Saturday, April 30
11:30 a.m.
Ladies Lunch at Lloyds Restaurant (5301 Hwy. 280)
5:00 p.m.
Service of Blessing at the new columbarium
Southminster Presbyterian Church
(1124 Montgomery Hwy, Vestavia Hills)
Sunday, May 1
Shades Valley Presbyterian Church at 2305 Montevallo Road
9:30 a.m.
Coffee hour – enjoy photos and refreshments In the fellowship hall
11:00 a.m.
Worship – in the sanctuary with guest preacher the Rev. Dr. Tom Watkins
12:00 p.m.
Lunch – celebrate and catch up with friends with lunch served inside and outside.

Memories from Previous Staff
A wonderful booklet has been created from memories and notes that were submitted to us from many of our
previous staff members. If you don’t get a copy at the Homecoming celebration and would like one, please let
Lana know and we can mail one to you or send you one to your email address.

Coming up in worship
Sundays at 9:30 am online and 11:00am in person
Sunday, May 1

Third Sunday of Easter
Homecoming Celebration: “Through Shades Valley”
Isaiah 40:3-11 and John 20:11-18
The Rev. Dr. Tom Watkins, guest preacher
Worship at 11 am in-person / no online service this week

Sunday, May 8

Fourth Sunday of Easter
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…”
Psalm 23 and John 10:22-30

Sunday, May 15

Fifth Sunday of Easter
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another…”
Revelation 21:1-6 and John 13:31-35
Staff Appreciation Luncheon following worship

Sunday, May 22

Sixth Sunday of Easter
“...unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”
John 12:20-36
Congregational meeting following worship

Sunday, May 29

Seventh Sunday of Easter / Ascension Sunday
“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands,
he blessed them.”
Luke 24:44-53
Join us as we celebrate our last service in the SVPC sanctuary and
are led out with blessing for the next part of our journey.

June 5

Pentecost Sunday
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in
one place…”
Acts 2:1-21
Join us as we begin sharing in worship as a community at
Southminster. A celebration lunch will follow.

TRANSITION: PROPERTY AND MOVE UPDATE
May and June will be months of transition as we move to
Southminster and let go of many items that will not be
needed in our next chapter of ministry in our new location.
All furnishings and other items in the church building, including
items that were donated, belong to the church and are part
of the responsibility of the Session. The Session has approved
a property transition team to coordinate our move to
Southminster and provide for the removal of other items
from the building. Bill Kimrey is the project manager and
Lana Lash is the primary staff person for this process. If you
have questions about particular items or the process, please
contact Bill or Lana.
Members are invited to request any furnishings or other
items, including Bibles and hymnals, they would like to have.
The property transition team will determine which items
will be needed in the merged church. Members will then be
notified about the availability of requested items and given
instructions on pick up. After that, The Presbyterian Home
for Children will pick up many of the remaining items for use
in their thrift store, school, and homes. Please note that
members are responsible for moving whatever items they
wish to have. Arrangements for pick up must be made with
Lana in the church office. No church staff or volunteers are
available to help move items.
Timeline
May 15

Deadline to request items by contacting
Lana in the church office.

Week of May 16

Members will be notified about the
availability of items and given
instructions about scheduling pick up
between May 23 and June 17.

Week of June 6

Church offices will be moved to
Southminster

Week of June 13

Last week for church members to pick
up items. Pick up must happen no later
than June 17.

June 20-July 1

Presbyterian Home for Children
pick up of remaining items
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Birthday

Blessings

May 2—Wanda Richardson
May 3—Sharon Schuler
May 4—Brandon Miles
May 5—Mary Porter
May 8—Jong Ham
May 9—Rhonda Byrd
May 10—Jake Pflasterer
May 11—Susan Romei, Mark Reed
May 19—Caitlyn Jones
May 29—Bobbie DeVore, Jack Henderson
May 31—Wilda Ritchie

STAFF CELEBRATION—LOVE GIFT
The Personnel Committee invites you to share
in a staff appreciation celebration to be held
at a luncheon following the 11:00 service on
Sunday, May 15, 2022, with a donation to
a love gift which will be shared among all
of our wonderful staff: Rev. Leanne Pearce
Reed, Senior Pastor; Mary Porter, Parish
Associate; Kyle Henderson, Music Director;
Ty Thornton, Organist; Lana Lash, Administrative Assistant; Marilyn Isaminger, Financial
Assistant; and Greg Byrd, Youth Leader.
Donations may be sent to the attention of
Ray McIntosh, Treasurer, at the church office
by May 8, 2022, with the notation "staff love
gift" in the memo line.

FROM OUR MAILBOX
From Thomas with First Freedom/CA group
that has used the HUT for many years:
On Saturday, April 9th we completed our
move from SVPC to downtown next to Saint
Andrew’s. We thank you so very much for
the great reference in helping us find this
location. This has been a great relationship
that has lasted for over three decades. It is
indeed bittersweet but such is life. We are
very thankful for the opportunity of having
this relationship and I know I speak for all
those that came before us. May God bless
your journey. Thank you!
May 2022
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CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, MAY 22

YOUTH MONTREAT FUNDRAISER
Be on the lookout for the bulletin board on 1st floor with
envelopes to make a donation to the Youth Montreat
fund. We need all donations no later than this coming
Sunday, May 1. Your help will be greatly appreciated!

LIVING RIVER ENCORE RETREAT

YOU’RE INVITED TO HELP GBM
DISTRIBUTE FOOD

"Look at the lilies and how they grow ..."
Encore Retreat
(Encore is the nesters/older adult group)
May 13-15, 2022
Living River
Join us to see the Cahaba Lilies,
Worship, Learn and Fellowship Together!
Pricing is per person and covers the food and lodging for
the weekend:
Overnight (private bath): $120
Overnight (shared bath): $100
Saturday only: $50
To sign up, visit
http://www.southminsterpcusa.org/encore.php
or call the church office at 205-822-1124
Deadline to register is Sunday, May 8, 2022
SVPC Final Summary of Income & Expenses YTD thru March, 2022

Income
General Offerings
General Offerings
Interest Revenue
Miscellaneous Revenue
Total Income
Expenses
Personnel
Operating Expenses
Build, Bond, Go Beyond
Session & Misc.
Total Expenses
Net Total

Actual
Amounts

Budget
Amounts

Actual Amounts

Thru March
2022

Thru March
2022

Thru March
2021

101,270
2
1,036
102,308

55,193
6
1,050
56,249

112,955
2
2,027
114,984

59,627
38,849

61,766
32,876

59,454
44,500

2,890

6,272

7,451

197
101,563

75
100,990

0
111,450

745

(44,741)

3,579

Finance Committee: John Liddle, Co-Chair; Chuck Riggs, Co-Chair; Joyce Trigg;
Henry McPherson, Mary Wyatt Bowers; and Ray McIntosh, Treasurer.
A complete 2022 budget is available in the church office.
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A congregational meeting will be held on
Sunday, May 22 immediately following the
11AM worship service for the purpose of
electing elders for the class of 2025. These
elders will serve on the Session of the merged
congregation.

Sara Brown from Southminster has invited
anyone who would like to get up early and help
distribute food at GBM to join in on the third
Friday of each month (upcoming dates May
20th and Jun 17th). The process begins at 6am
pushing grocery carts from the building to
the road then unloading the bags onto tables.
There may be heavy lifting involved, but there
are some more clerical jobs as well. Around 6:30
the distribution line starts. Some people take
names, some load bags into cars, and some
continue pushing carts from the building to
replenish what's been handed out. The work is
usually finished by 7:30 -- 8:00 at the very
latest. just show up if you're interested. If you
have any questions, contact Bruce Ludwig
bludwig674@aol.com or 205-979-6744.

MEN’S BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY
UPDATE
At our last Men's Breakfast and Bible Study on
April 29th, plans were made for the transition
of the monthly gathering. The next session is
scheduled for 7:00 A.M. Friday May 27th in
Grace Hall of Southminster since so much will
be going on in preparation of vacating Shades
Valley. Unfortunately, Manly West will not be
able to lead that particular study, but Tom
Bryson has agreed to fill in for him then. Manly
will continue leading the studies after that.
The Southminster folks have graciously offered
to treat us on the 27th and we will continue
planning for the merged group. More to follow.
May 2022
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17
10:00 a.m.—Grief Support
Meeting

9

6:00 p.m.—Embellishments

16

4:30 p.m.—Session Meeting
6:00 p.m.—Embellishments
*Members will be advised
this week about availability
of requested items and plans
made for pick-up.

23

6:00 p.m.—Embellishments

30 Memorial Day

Staff Holiday—Church
Office Closed

8

9:30 a.m.—Zoom &
Facebook Live Worship Svc.
11 a.m.—In-Person Worship

15

9:30 a.m.—Zoom &
Facebook Live Worship Svc.
11 a.m.—In-Person Worship
12 p.m.—Staff Appreciation
Luncheon
*Deadline to request SVPC
items.

22

9:30 a.m.—Zoom &
Facebook Live Worship Svc.
11 a.m.—In-Person Worship
Congregational Meeting
following worship

29

9:30 a.m.—Zoom &
Facebook Live Worship Svc.
11 a.m.—In-Person Worship

31

24

10

10:00 a.m.—Grief Support
Meeting

6:00 p.m.—Embellishments

3

2

Tue

9:30 a.m.—Zoom &
Facebook Live Worship Svc.
11 a.m.—In-Person Worship
12 p.m.—Homecoming
Celebration Luncheon

Mon

1 Homecoming

Sun

25

12:00 p.m.—Pastor’s Bible
Study

18

12:00 p.m.—Pastor’s Bible
Study

11

12:00 p.m.—Pastor’s Bible
Study

4

Wed

26

19

12

5

Thu

MAY 2022

7:00 a.m.—Men’s Breakfast
and Bible Study, F. Hall

27

20

13

6

Fri

28

21

14

Presby. Home for Children
Donation Day
8 a.m.—12 noon

7

Sat

Shades Valley Presbyterian Church
2305 Montevallo Road
Birmingham, AL 35223
Church Telephone: (205) 871-7309
Church Web Page: www.svpcusa.org

The deadline to submit articles for the May issue of the Response is Friday,
May 20 at 10AM. Articles received after the deadline will be held
for the next newsletter or used in our weekly congregational emails.

THE SESSION
Moderator, Rev. Leanne Pearce Reed
Clerk of Session, Gail Lucas
Class of 2022: Deb Baragona, Phil Bowers, John Liddle, Lydia Wilfong • Trustee: Jean Archibald
Class of 2023: Martha Ann Cooper, Bill Kimrey, Ed Parrish, Judy Wade • Trustee: Laura McDonald
Class of 2024: Bruce Ludwig, Laura McDonald, Henry McPherson, Augusta Vos
The Session will meet on the 3rd Monday at 4:30 p.m. each month for regular stated meetings.

