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Notes from the Pastors
Dear friends,
Here we are! After many
months of praying and planning,
Shades Valley and Southminster
take an important step in the
process of becoming one church community. This
summer will be a time of transition on our way
toward “official” merger in the fall. We will share
many aspects of Community life, including worship,
learning, fellowship, congregational care, and
outreach. In other areas, the congregations will
remain distinct for now, with separate Sessions,
operating budgets and finances.
In worship, our summer series, “Faces
of our Faith,” will invite us to explore some of the
lesser known stories of faithful people in Scripture.
It seems a fitting theme as we all get to know new
faces in our expanding faith community! (To help us
connect names and faces, we hope you’ll wear the
name tags that will be available each time we
gather.) For all of us, worship will seem a bit
different in the coming weeks. We’ll see new faces
and hear voices we haven’t heard before. We’ll
use paraments and communion ware from both
congregations. The bulletin will have a new look.
At times, we might feel uncomfortable and think
“This isn’t what I’m used to!” We hope that
sharing in communion each week will serve as
an important reminder for us: at the table, Christ
makes us one body.
Grace and peace,
Leanne

Greetings,
Sunday, June 5, we will gather
together, all in one place. This is
a day we have anticipated since
last fall. What a better way to
start our life together than gathering on the day
of Pentecost. Our day will begin in Grace Hall at
9 AM with coffee and donuts. We will have time
to meet one another and tours of the church.
Our worship service will begin at 10:30 AM.
Please join us for lunch and musical entertainment
brought to us by members Chris Brown and Josh
and Emily Phillips in Grace Hall after the worship
service. We are looking forward to having everyone
together in one place as we begin our new life as
one congregation.
Blessings,
Tom

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL DAY
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 5
PENTECOST SUNDAY AT
SOUTHMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday, June 5th is an exciting day!!
After worship, a Celebration Luncheon
will be held in Grace Hall with fried chicken,
potato salad, coleslaw, fruit, vegetables,
and a celebration cake. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to better get to
know your new church family members so
please mark your calendars and join us for
a wonderful celebration!!

There are many heroes of the faith, people we admire and wish to be. However, there are even more
ordinary people of faith—those doing what they can with what they have to make a difference. Our
summer worship series, June 12-August 7, will dig deep into nine bold and untold stories of those
often overlooked in our biblical narratives, hoping these characters remind us that we all play a role
in shaping God’s story of redemption and grace. Pick up a devotional guide at the church for deeper
reflection on these and other faces of our faith.
June 12
Adam and Eve
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh…” -Genesis 2:4b-35
Rev. Leanne Pearce Reed preaching
June 19
Shiphrah and Puah
“But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the
boys live…” -Exodus 1:8-22
Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson preaching
June 25
Deborah
“At that time Deborah, a prophet, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel…” - Judges 4-5
Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson preaching

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the months of June-July we will hold an intergenerational Sunday School class in Grace Hall.
The class will meet from 9:15- 10:15am, and will be structured around small group discussions and
intergenerational activities. We will follow two different 4-week themes, with plenty of time for
fellowship and getting to know one another.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
This year’s Vacation Bible School
theme is Food Truck Party! VBS will
run from 9am-Noon, June 27th-July
1st. Children 4K-5th Grade are eligible to participate and all
who are able are encouraged to volunteer!
Feel free to email Robert Newman rnewmanspc@gmail.com
with any questions or to let him know you can help. Be sure to
also sign up on the Volunteer Registration link shown in the
weekly emails. Below is a list of opportunities!
Be a Station Leader: Station leaders stay at their station
throughout the day and lead groups in Bible stories, crafts, or
science projects!
Be a Shepherd/Group Leader: These leaders stay with one
age group for the whole day, rotating to each station. Also,
during large group gathering times and snack time they help
lead discussions with their groups.
Be on the Decorating Team: It takes a lot of help to transform
our church for VBS! As a member of the decorating team you
would help set up for VBS the week before, and help take down
decorations on Friday, July 1st after VBS ends.
If you think you can help in any of these areas, email Robert.
Participant registration has also begun! If you would like to
register your children or grandchildren for VBS, follow the
registration link in the weekly emails.

ENCORE ADULT GROUP • BINGO • JUNE 16
Encore is a lively group of older adults and empty nesters!
Throughout the year they fellowship, serve and learn together.
In the past, the group has hosted bingo nights, served at the
Food Bank, explored the botanical gardens and enjoyed retreats
at Living River. In addition, Encore members have also hosted
the youth group for dinner, and enjoyed many dinners with
themselves!
On Thursday, June 16 the Encore Group will enjoy a bingo night
in Grace Hall at 5:30pm.

Birthday Blessings
June 2—Nancy Deerman, Emily Jordan
June 4—Allison Cooke
June 5—Elaine Peavy
June 6—Brooke Heisler
June 7—Jennings Marshall
June 8—Ron Trolard
June 10—Joyce Trigg
June 12—Sherry Van Pelt
June 15—Ty Thornton
June 16—Patrick Riley
June 18—Debbie Gibson
June 20—Russell House, Terry Newland
June 22—Allison Harrington
June 24—June Eagan
June 25—Marilee Dukes, Gail Hardin,
Adam Reed, Lee Ann Thompson
June 26—Fletcher Harvey, Christian Johnson
June 28—Louise Eatman
June 30—Jim Archibald, Jr., Tim Busby,
Joy Martin, Tammy Meacham

FROM OUR MAILBOX
On behalf of all of us on SVPC staff, I would
like to thank the Session, the Personnel
Committee, and the congregation for the
wonderful luncheon and generous love
offering you gave us on May 15. It was great
to see so much history of the church through
the pictures and slide show, and to hear the
presentations about the staff members that
gave us all a much deeper appreciation for
each other and what each of us has meant
to the congregation. It was a lovely event,
and along with the earlier Homecoming
celebration on May 1, shows how much
we all have to be thankful for, as well as
illustrating the deep history and commitment
to service that our congregation will be
carrying with us as we step out into this
next phase of our life together as a combined
community of faith. Thank you all again for
your generosity, love, and support.
Gratefully yours on behalf of us all,
Ty Thornton
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ANNUAL PENTECOST OFFERING

RELUCTANT FAITHFUL BIBLE STUDY

On Pentecost Sunday, June 5 we celebrate the gift
of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. This
celebration is marked by receiving the Pentecost Offering,
which supports ministries for children and youth.
The Pentecost Offering is one of four church-wide
offerings with 40% of our offering staying at Southminster/Shades Valley to support programming for children
and youth in our own congregation and community. The
remaining 60% will support programs for children and
youth both nationally and around the world.
The youth have done their research and decided that
our 40% will go to support the Presbyterian Home for
Children. A wonderful choice!
In the spirit of our union together with Southminster,
on Pentecost Sunday, we have agreed to combine our
offering into one. Our combined goal has been set at
$2500. What a special way to kick off the merging of our
congregations on the birthday of the church! Please give
generously to support our children and youth as we celebrate Pentecost, the Holy Sprit, and the “new” birthday of
our merged church! Always remember, when we all give a
little - it adds up to a lot.
Checks can be dropped off during worship, mailed or
you can give online on the SVPC website. All donations
should be earmarked "Pentecost Offering".

The Reluctant Faithful Bible Study meets weekly
on Thursday mornings from 10am-11am In
Grace Hall and will continue during the summer.
The group is led by Rev. Margaret Northern, and
studies a particular book of the Bible each unit.
The current study is on John. All are welcome
to attend and study material is available in the
SPC office. The studies offer an in-depth look at
scripture, and the group also enjoys fellowship
and prayer together.

GBM NEEDS OUR HELP TO DISTRIBUTE
Southminster and Shades Valley will be helping distribute
food at GBM on the third Friday of each month (upcoming
dates Jun 17th and July 15th). The process begins at 6am
pushing grocery carts from the building to the road then
unloading the bags onto tables. There may be heavy lifting
involved, but there are some more clerical jobs as well.
Around 6:30 the distribution line starts. Some people take
names, some load bags into cars, and some continue
pushing carts from the building to replenish what's been
handed out. The work is usually finished by 7:30 -- 8:00
at the very latest. If you are interested, just show up, no
reservations needed. If you have any questions, contact
Bruce Ludwig bludwig674@aol.com or 205-979-6744.
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MEN’S BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY
FRIDAY, JUNE 24 @ 7AM
The June Men's Breakfast and Bible Study will
be on Friday, June 24th in Grace Hall of
Southminster at 7:00 A.M. Manly West will
return to lead our study. See you then!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
There are currently two PW
Circles that meet SeptemberMay on the second Tuesday of
the month at 10am. The circles
study, serve and fellowship
together. In addition to circle
meetings, PW members actively
participate in various PW mission ministries,
and in special mission projects. Watch for
details towards the end of this summer for
more information on these women’s groups.

SUMMER CHOIR
Would you like to sing in worship this summer?
The choir will rehearse on Sunday mornings at
9:45 before worship at 10:30. All are welcome!
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CHILDREN’S WORSHP
All children are always welcome in worship at SPC!
Our service includes a Children's Sermon every week.
Following the Children's Sermon, children in grades
PreK-2nd are invited to Children's Worship in the Wee
Believers room. In Children's Worship children pray
together, learn more about the day's Bible story, and
enjoy a feast! Children can be picked up following the
serve.

NURSERY
Children infant through 3 years old are invited to enjoy
our nursery during the Sunday School hour and worship.
Our Nursery is staffed by trained and experienced
workers, and children are nurtured in a loving, spiritual
environment.

CONNECT 4
The Connect 4 ministry seeks to build lasting
relationships across generations at SPC.
Research consistently shows that when children
and youth have a relationship with a trusted
adult at church, they are more likely to continue
their faith journeys into adulthood. Connect 4
seeks to partner three adults with every child,
forming a group of 4. Connect 4 partners
commit to actively praying for their child/youth,
saying hi and having a conversation with their
child/youth when they see each other at church,
and sending cards on special occasions such as
Christmas, birthdays, etc. In addition, Connect 4
partners will be informed of any special events
such as games or plays/performances, and
any specific prayer concerns. If you would be
interested in being a Connect 4 partner, contact
Robert Newman at rnewmanspc@gmail.com or
call 205-822-1124.

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT • JUNE 16
Children can come to the church for fun and fellowship
while parents enjoy a night out, or a quiet night at home!
To participate, contact Robert (rnewmanspc@gmail.com).

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
MISSION TUESDAYS—
Each year our youth participate in a series of mission days.
Each work day is followed by lunch. They choose a type of
food each year, and search for the best in the city. This
year's food is pizza! Dates: 6/7, 6/21, 7/19, 7/26, 8/2
SUMMER TRIPS—
In July, our youth will attend Montreat High School and
Middle School Conferences with Birmingham Youth
Group! Many thanks to all who have contributed
generously to help make this experience possible for
our youth.
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Don’t forget to register to volunteer
for VBS and remember to sign your children
and grandchildren up to attend.
More info. on page 3 of this newsletter.
You will not want to miss out on the fun!
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The Presbytery’s annual

PENTECOST
CANpaign
June 5 – August 1

The Pentecost CANpaign collection begins June 5th and runs
through August 1st! We will be collecting canned goods and
pantry items. There will be a box located out front of Grace Hall
and a box in the Narthex to collect donations. If you would like
to make a monetary donation, please be sure to earmark your
donation Pentecost CANpaign. Every $.50 donation equals 1
canned good. All donations collected during this CANpaign
will benefit Greater Birmingham Ministries.

ALL DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED!

9 a.m.—12 p.m.—Vacation
Bible School

28

9 a.m.—12 p.m.—Vacation
Bible School

21

9 a.m.—12 p.m.—Vacation
Bible School

29

22

5 p.m.—SVPC Foundation
Meeting, Grace Hall

27

20

19

15

Move Day

6-8 p.m. —Vulcan District
Eagle Boards, Grace Hall

8

1

Wed

14

9:15 a.m.—Intergenerational
Sunday School, Grace Hall
10:30 a.m.—Worship, SPC
Sanctuary
5 p.m.—Joint Session Mtg.,
SPC

5:30 p.m.—Worship
Ministry Unit Meeting,
Grace Hall

9:15 a.m.—Intergenerational
Sunday School, Grace Hall
10:30 a.m.—Worship, SPC
Sanctuary

26

13

12

9 a.m.—Youth Mission
Outing to Community Food
Bank
11:30 a.m.—Rotary Club,
Grace Hall
5:30 p.m. Outreach Ministry
Unit Meeting on Zoom

7

9 a.m.—Youth Mission
Outing to Community Food
Bank
11:30 a.m.—Rotary Club,
Grace Hall

10 a.m.—Congregational
Care Ministry Unit Meeting,
Grace Hall

Tue

9:15 a.m.—Intergenerational
Sunday School, Grace Hall
10:30 a.m.—Worship, SPC
Sanctuary

6

9:15 a.m.—Intergenerational
Sunday School, Grace Hall
10:30 a.m.—Worship, SPC
Sanctuary
12 p.m.—Celebration
Luncheon, Grace Hall

Mon

5

Sun

9 a.m.—12 p.m.—Vacation
Bible School

30

23

5:30 p.m.—Bingo night for
Encore Group, Grace Hall
5:30 p.m.—Parents’ Night
Out, Wee Believers Classrm.

16

6 p.m.—Property Ministry
Unit Meeting, Grace Hall

9

2

Thu

JUNE 2022

9 a.m.—12 p.m.—Vacation
Bible School

July 1—

7 a.m.—Men’s Bible Study,
Grace Hall

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

11

4

Sat

Southminster Presbyterian Church
Shades Valley Presbyterian Church
1124 Montgomery Hwy.
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216

The deadline to submit articles for the July issue of the Response is Monday,
June 20 at 10AM. Articles received after the deadline will be held
for the next newsletter or used in our weekly congregational emails.

