October Soundings
It’s all in the name: Presbyterian, which means “rule by elder.” As a congregation, we have elected
our new class of elders. They are being trained, examined by Session, and will begin serving in
January.
Think about it. Sixty years ago, the elders at Shades Valley envisioned the need for a church in the
yet to be developed area of Vestavia Hills. Some of those elders were so committed to the idea that
they left their established congregation, along with a total of 80 charter members, to start this
beloved church of Jesus Christ called Southminster.
Speaking of birthdays, our Homecoming Celebration will be held on Saturday, October 28, and
formally on Sunday, October 29 … which is also the 500th birthday of the Protestant Churches. For
on the last day of October in 1517, a young Roman Catholic priest and learned professor nailed 95
theses (articles for debate) on the door of Wittenburg Chapel in Germany. We will have the
opportunity on Wednesday evenings in October to enjoy a Dinner Theater watching the wonderful
movie, “Luther”. We would not be who we are today if it were not for this courageous student of
Holy Scripture.
The printing press aided the spread of Luther’s writings but, more importantly, copies of the Holy
Bible in the native tongue. Everyday Christians could finally read God’s word for themselves. This
changed the course of the whole world. One change occurred when a young French law student in
Paris read Luther and became converted to the Protestant ideals. His name was John Calvin. Fleeing
the wrath of the Roman Church to Geneva, Switzerland, Calvin began what is called the Reformed
Tradition influencing French, Dutch, and Scottish Christians with the glorious good news. It was
Calvin who reclaimed the office of elder for which our denomination is named.
This month, take advantage of this remarkable time to celebrate glorious births of our faith and of
our Presbyterian Church, thanks to the long line of elders who heard the high call.

Charlie Durham
You Are Invited!!!
The Generosity Ministry Unit invites you to attend the Annual Stewardship Brunch on October 15th from
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in Grace Hall. No reservation is necessary. Each Household will be mailed a
2018 Pledge Card on October 1st. Dedication Sunday will be during Worship on October 15th. All will
bring their financial commitment forward and place it in the basket.
Pledge cards will also be available at the Brunch and in the Pews. Please come … and be generous!!

Discernment and Prayer:
Is God Doing a New Thing?
Discernment is the church’s word for decision making based on what we believe God is calling us to
do. During our time of transition, Southminster has done a lot of discernment already. Filling out
surveys regarding church identity and pastoral leadership, the session calling Dr. Charlie as a
transitional pastor, the work of our PNC, are just a few examples! And, of course, there is the
discernment of daily living, places and moments where we each consider doing a new thing for the
glory of God.
Another important time of discernment has presented itself to Southminster in recent weeks. You
may have read in the “Session Notes” in this issue of The Sounds that Chapel in the Pines, a 100member PC(USA) church in Bluff Park, is discerning its own future. For a number of reasons, they
see God calling them to join in Christian life and witness with another PC(USA) church in the area.
The two choices Chapel in the Pines is discerning are a merger with a congregation smaller in size
than they are, or a transfer of their entire membership to Southminster, a possibility they have asked
us to consider.
In response, Session approved the Long-Range Planning Committee to form a sub-committee to
engage in conversation with leadership at Chapel in the Pines. The members of that group are active
elders Mark Hopkins (Long Range Planning Chair), Laura Bannon, David Stephens, Charles Goodman,
representing the congregation at large, a member of the PNC to be named, and both pastors.
This group’s purpose is to 1) pray for Chapel in the Pines as they proceed in their own discernment;
2) invite Chapel in the Pines membership to attend activities and worship at Southminster, and 3) be
a conversation partner with Chapel in the Pines leadership should they discern God is leading them to
transfer their membership as a body to Southminster.
Now that process may seem both intriguing and confusing, so let me be clear about two things: 1)
Chapel in the Pines has made no official decision about which path they may follow. It is
quite possible that Chapel in the Pines seeks the merger path, which means the above group takes
no official action. 2) If Chapel in the Pines were to decide to join with Southminster, this
new partnership would NOT be a church merger. Southminster would still be Southminster,
yet with some new members and new possibilities for deepening our own witness in the name of
Christ.
I anticipate this information will prompt additional questions or thoughts, and even a rumor or two. I
encourage you to resist the latter and bring the former to anyone named in the group above,
including Dr. Charlie and myself, so that your questions and thoughts may be responded to in the
most accurate way possible.
Finally, I also encourage you to persevere in prayer. No matter what may come or where God’s Spirit
leads, I believe the most valuable thing we can do in this time is to continue in prayer for
Southminster, as well as our fellow Presbyterians at Chapel in the Pines.

Pray for our mutual strength and wisdom. Pray also for Chapel in the Pines’ joy and grief at the
changes they will face, no matter the path they feel God is leading them to take. Pray that this time
of transition and discernment for all God’s people will result in an ever more bold witness to the love
of God, which we know at work in Christ Jesus.
May the Lord Bless You and Keep You!

Ben
This article is written on behalf of the Long-Range subcommittee tasked by Session to communicate with
Chapel in the Pines.

Homecoming Schedule – Spread the Word!!!

Homecoming Party: October 28, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Parking on Lower Church parking lot, field, overflow at Vestavia West (if needed)
11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.: Welcome, Food Trucks/Vendors, Games and Bouncy Houses Open
11:30 a.m.: Southminster Day School Open House – Tour the classrooms of SDS to see what is
going on in this exemplary school!
12:15-12:45 p.m.: SDS Children Sing in Grace Hall
1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.: Tommy Tillman Field Dedication in Grace Hall
1:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.: Fellowship, Food, and Goodbye’s

Homecoming Worship, October 29, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.: Southminster Storytelling Time, Place on Church Campus TBD
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.: Worship in Sanctuary, with Rev. Dan Stephens (a “child of Southminster!”)
preaching
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.: Dinner on Grounds

(In) Forming Faith
CELEBRATING
➢ Thanks to all our wonderful Sunday School teachers! Classes are off to a fantastic start. Please
see elsewhere in the newsletter information about a class where you can find a place to
belong!
➢ MONTREAT REPORT: The youth again shared their gratitude for the “safe place” that is
Montreat. Thanks to all who came to hear about their journey and to celebrate 40 years of
Montreat being a “Home Away from Home” for many at Southminster.
Your faithfulness and generosity also helped raise over $3500 to assist in the cost of youth
attendance at Montreat. That amount, along with some changes in cost for Montreat,
allowed us to spend less budgeted money for Montreat (while still keeping youth costs at $200
per person) providing faithful stewardship and savings to the church. Next year, Montreat will
be July 7-14! (Note: if you are an adult and want to go to Montreat, keep a lookout for some
plans on the horizon to do just that!)

EXPERIENCING
➢ DON’T FORGET: Sunday School Mission Option! Kent Howard has helped develop a number of
service projects Sunday School classes can do - no matter their age and skill level – to make
an impact of love and care in our community. These service project lessons can help
complement regular studies of God’s word, by putting our faith in action. Contact Ben Acton
or Kent Howard if you would like to schedule a project. Our October Project: Packing Food
Items for the Homeless!
➢ SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP is back in Session! Our joint youth group with Edgewood,
Oakmont, First Birmingham, Shades Valley, and Mountain Brook began late August and
continues at Oakmont this month! See below for schedule.
October 1st: “Welcome Y’all”: An exploration about how we share this youth group with
others!
October 8th: Game Night – A night of play and creativity as we cherish fellowship with each
other!
October 15th: ACE Night, “Team Work” – ACE returns to help us identify gifts and skills we need
to develop our service learning project which will impact our community with the love and
peace of Christ!
October 22nd: Presbyterian 101 – In anticipation of Reformation Sunday, we learn a little about
our “Reformed” Presby-roots and a guy named John Calvin.
October 29th: Fall Festival at Oakmont – A service project that will help Oakmont reach out to
its neighborhood with love and care! Special Time: 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. (Come late or leave
early as your schedule allows! Don’t forget your costume either!!)

ANTICIPATING
➢ October 28-29: 60th Anniversary Homecoming Party and Worship Celebration: See details
elsewhere in this issue.

2017-018 Sunday School Offerings
*All classes meet from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.

Adults
Meeting in Grace Hall …

Children and Youth
• Nursery (Infant-2-1/2 yr. old’s)
Location: Room 213
(same level as sanctuary)
•

Wee Believers (2-1/2 – 4 yr. old’s)
Location: Room 206
(same level as Sanctuary)
Teachers: Sara Brown and Rachel Acton
• Kingdom Kids (K-2nd Grade)
Location: Family & Youth Ministries Room
(same level as Sanctuary)
Teachers: Janet Nebrig & Pat Goodman
• Joy Junction
Grade)
Location: Backdoor (ground level)
Teachers: Ginny Ezekiel and Al Nebrig
(3rd-5th

• Friendship Class
Weekly conversations and studies on
scripture passages used in worship
• Topic Class
Discussions on a variety of “topics,” including
music, theology, history, prayer, and Bible study
• Joyous Soulos Class
Studies various books of the Bible and historical
themes of scripture
• Advent Class
Discussion topics vary but typically focus on how
to live our faith more fully in everyday life
•

•

Youth Sunday School (6th-12th Grade)
Location: Back Door (ground level)
Teachers: Ben Acton, and a variety of guests!

Genesis Class (Meets in Library)
Uses the “Present Word” PC(USA)
curriculum

•

Seekers Class (Meets in Room 212 next to
the Nursery)
Explores a variety of studies that “seeks” to
connect life and faith

Also Meeting: Southminster in Motion – an intergenerational class focused on service that partners with
different adult, youth, and children classes. Contact Kent Howard or Ben Acton to schedule a project for your
class.

Bunch for Lunch
Make plans now to join us on Tuesday, October 24th, at 11:30 a.m. in Grace Hall for a time of
games and fellowship. We will eat lunch and play Skip-Bo. Bring a sandwich; drinks and dessert will
be provided. Questions? Contact Evelyn Ellison at 822-9634.

Clerk of Session Report
A summary of the actions taken in the September Congregational and Stated Session meetings is as
follows:
1. At the Congregational Meeting on September 13, the Congregation elected Susannah Christians,
Gretchen Cloud, Curtis Eatman, Jim Prince, Barbara Sansom, and George VanKirk as Ruling Elders
to the Session Class of 2020; elected Mike Horton to fill an unexpired term in the Session Class of
2019; elected Jim Prince as the Trustee for the Session Class of 2020; and elected Charles
Edwards, Brooke Heisler, Betsy Murphy, and Rick Reed as congregational representatives to the
2018 Nominating Committee.
2. In an electronic vote, the Session approved the Faith Formation Ministry Unit recommendation to
use the book “Amish Grace” as Sunday School curriculum for Adult Sunday School classes that
wish to use it.
3. In an electronic vote, the Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to have a
Minute for Mission on September 17 for the Fall SOS workday on Saturday, September 23rd.
4. In an electronic vote, the Session approved allowing a limited group of identified Elders and
Pastors to meet with Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian, at their request, as part of discernment of
their future.
5. The Session approved the Presbyterian Women request to hold the PW Thank Offering on
November 12 with a Minute for Mission on November 5.
6. The Session approved the Clerk’s recommendation to remove from the Active Membership Roll
seven names in which prior Session action was incomplete.
7. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit request for an expenditure of up to $1030.00
from the Capital Fund for repairs to the secondary HVAC chiller.
8. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to name the soccer field Tillman
Field to honor the vision, resourcefulness, and persistence exhibited by Tommy Tillman to get the
field constructed.
9. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation to invite Elder Jill Hopkins to
preach and share in worship leadership on October 8.
10.

The Session approved the Long-Range Church Planning Committee (LRP) recommendation to
create a sub-committee of LRP consisting of the three original Elders, the Pastors, a member of
the Pastor Nominating Committee, and a member at large to continue meeting with Chapel in the
Pines Presbyterian, at their request, as part of the discernment of their future.

11.

The Session approved leaving one vacancy in the Session Class of 2019 and re-evaluating the
need to fill the vacancy next year.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Christians

Attention Session Members
Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports by Sunday, October 8th. All Session members are asked to
pick up minutes, agenda, and reports following worship on the 8th in preparation for the Stated Meeting
on Monday, October 9th, at 5:30 PM in Grace Hall.

Sharing God’s Love
Southminster Foundation for Ministry
The Southminster Foundation for Ministry is appealing to all church members to prayerfully consider the
Foundation when forming plans for their estate.
As you may know, the Foundation was formed March 8, 2009 when the estate of Annette Taylor
graciously bequeathed a generous gift from her Estate to Southminster Presbyterian Church. At the
direction of the Session, the Southminster Foundation was incorporated with a mission to grow the funds
and use some of the earned funds to enable organizations, with a Christian mission, to help those who
are in less fortunate circumstances.
Some of the organizations the Foundation has been able to help include: Assistance League of
Birmingham (Operation School Bell), Cahaba Valley Health Care, Inc., Matthew 28, Inc., and Presbyterian
Church of the Congo.
These organizations, and others, have benefitted from the funds the Foundation has been able to
generate through investments. The Foundation has done a lot with what it has had to work with. Now,
to continue this work, the Foundation is appealing to you to prayerfully consider including this ministry in
your estate plan. It will mean so much to so many.
Members of the Board are more than happy to furnish you with any information you may need or to
answer questions concerning the Foundation. For more information, please contact Gretchen Cloud,
Foundation President, at 205-991-5607.

Day School
The student’s at Southminster are working hard this year! As we approach the end of our first nine
weeks of school, I am so encouraged by the study habits, the work ethic, and the participation of our
students in the classroom. This week we had several classes “out and about” in the community. The 1st
graders attended the play, The Jungle Book, at the Birmingham Children’s Theater and our 5K students
spent the day at Old Baker Farm. Our children learn so much through these outings and we are always
complimented on the behavior of our SDS students! They truly are a great representation of our school
in the community.
Next week I will join the 5th graders as we embark on a remarkable four-day trip to Washington, DC. We
have so many excursions planned with tour of The White House at the top of the list! For the first time in
many years, we have been extended an invitation to tour The White House, and we will enjoy this
wonderful opportunity! Our trip also includes a visit to Mount Vernon and Arlington Cemetery, as well as
walking tours of the various monuments. It’s an exciting time at SDS.

Presbyterian Women
Southminster Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study Circle meetings are underway! We meet at 10:00 a.m. on the second Tuesday of the
month. Each Circle will meet at the church. Contact Barbara Sansom (Circle 1), Sally Stephens (Circle 2), Janet Nebrig (Circle 3) or
Judy Boyes (Moderator) for more information.

The 2017-2018 Horizon’s Bible Study, “Cloud of Witnesses – The Community of Christ in Hebrews,” was
written by Rev. Melissa Bane Sevier. She writes, “The letter to the Hebrews is a significant book of the
Bible, and is also significantly different from every other book in the Bible. It consists of thirteen chapters
– all are packed with theology, metaphor, comparisons, and spirituality. Therefore, I have approached
the letter thematically, not sequentially. Nine major themes are explored, relating those themes to other
parts of our faith tradition, and tying them together with the overarching motif of community. The
community for which we are a part, because we bring these groups with us wherever we go – they have
helped to form us into the persons we are. The communities where we study and worship, our families
and friends, social groups, etc. are all part of us. Our prayer is that the study of community in Hebrews
will help us strengthen our own communities.”
PW’s
is MISSION! Last year we contributed over $5,000 to our congregation, our community, our
country and our world. We would love to have you join us!!

Fellowship Ministry Unit
Our Wednesday Night Fellowship Suppers are underway. Below is the schedule for this month. Make
plans to attend. Sign up on the Attendance Pad in the pews or call the Church Office (822-1124) by
Monday at noon to make your reservations!
October 4th:
Menu: Mac and Cheese, Mixed Vegetables, Rolls, Apple Pie.
This is the night seven of our Ministry Units meet: Administrative, Faith Formation, Fellowship,
Generosity, Outreach Property, and Worship. The meetings take place at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner
at 6:30 p.m.
October 11th:
Menu: Chicken and Broccoli, Congealed Salad, Rolls, Dessert
Program: A study on Martin Luther, led by Dr. Charlie Durham
October 18th:
Menu: Ham Carbonara, Tossed Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert
Program: A study on Martin Luther, led by Dr. Charlie Durham
October 25th:
Menu: Beef Stew with Carrots and Onions, Cornbread, Dessert
Program: A study on Martin Luther and Game Show Quiz
November 1st:
Menu: Chili Cook off, Slaw, Dessert
Program: Mission Wednesday – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

Thank You Notes Received
Dear Friends of Southminster,
Words can never adequately express our appreciation, thanks and gratitude for all you have done for
Gene and me during my illness. Needless to say, we are most grateful for all the love and kindness you
have shown us. We are truly blessed to have such dear and caring friends.
Thank you, thank you, thank you for everything – food, notes, cards, calls, and especially prayer. May
the Lord continue to bless all of you and continue to shower blessings on our dear Southminster church.
With love and affection to all,
Dot Daughtry
Dear Southminster,
There are no words to express the gratefulness I feel for all the prayers, words of encouragement, hugs,
phone calls, texts, emails, and food that you have provided Will, Sam, and me over these past 5 months.
When someone tells you that you have cancer, there is a period of desperation that occurs. Luckily, for
me, that time did not last very long as I knew that my church family and my faith would carry me through
whatever was to come.
Thank you for being there for me and my family during this time. You have been there for me since
before I was born and have carried out your Baptismal vows for Sam in so many large and small ways. I
know you will continue to be there for all of us, just as you are for so many others. We are blessed to
call Southminster home and all of you family.
Peace and love,
deNay Kirkpatrick

Thanks from Fellowship:
Thanks so much to the Bake, Make and Take Crew that provided food to the folks who worked at the
Habitat House on Saturday, the 23rd of September!
It was much appreciated!!
Fellowship Ministry Unit
Dear Southmisnter,
Thank you to the friendship and love you showed my father, Jim Clark, all these years. This truly was his
church home.
Love,
Susan Clark

Congregational Prayer Chain
Many people are being remembered on the Southminster Prayer Chain. Please continue
to keep these folks in your prayers:
the Pastor Nominating Committee for wisdom as they do God’s work
Give thanks with Laura Bannon for good test results and for her improved health
Thomas Creekmore, for recovery from a procedure to place radiation beads around the tumor in his lung and as he
has more radiation treatments
Dot Daughtry, at home for continued strength and improved health
Lib Pierce, for her continued recovery from shingles
Jerry Snead, for his continued recovery from knee surgery
Heather Benoit’s aunt and uncle, Susan and Rick Cade, as they deal with flooding from Hurricane Harvey
Judy Habeeb’s friend, Ellen Furio Coker, for recovery from surgery for a train tumor
Anna Glover’s friends, Chuck Collums and family, as Chuck is hospitalized at UAB in his treatment of stomach cancer
Grandson of Bill and Patti Christians and son of Courtney and Danny Cook, Daniel Spencer Cook, in NICU at St.
Vincent’s Hospital for continued good health and growth.
June Hyer’s sister, Betty Hackney, for recovery from a fall and broken leg
Margaret Dormon’s friends, Mike and Amber Harbison, who have traveled out of state for Mike’s heart procedure and
surgery. Pray for strength and recovery.
Bill and Betsy Murphy’s friends, Mike Lovelady, in his struggle with Alzheimer’s and his wife Peggy Lovelady, as she
will be having surgery October 17th at St. Vincent’s for colorectal cancer
Justine Bonnell’s brother, Cliff Lumpkin for his continued recovery from a serious heart episode
Elizabeth Ogletree’s father, Bill Ogletree, now at Spain Rehabilitation for recovery from an automobile accident
Bill Porter’s grandson and deNay Kirkpatrick’s nephew, Duke Powell, for safety after Hurricane Irma and for his friend,
Megan McCartney, in her treatment for advanced cancer
deNay Kirkpatrick’s uncle, Max Powell, at Fairhaven for his continued recovery from surgery
Give thanks with daughter of Rick Reed and sister of Natalie Reed, Shelby Thompson, for good test results
Give thanks with Nancy McIntosh’s son, Phil Thrasher, that his SCS was successful. He will be having surgery midmonth to insert the permanent SCS
Laura Bannon’s friend, Jennifer Willis, hospitalized in ICU at Brookwood Hospital for recovery from pneumonia
Margaret Dormon’s friend, Lisa Krause at the loss of her mother, Elizabeth Krause
The family of Christian Johnson’s sister-in-law, Ann Tattersal and family at the peaceful death of her husband,
Robert

Reluctant Faithful Bible Study
The Reluctant Faithful Bible Study will begin a new study, The Story of Joseph: Genesis
37-50, on October 19th. Copies of the material are available in the library.
The Bible Study is led by Margaret Northen and meets on Thursdays in Grace Hall from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Make this a part of your week!
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Charlie Durham, Transitional Pastor
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Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator
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PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS
The Peace and Global Witness Offering exists to ignite a movement of Presbyterians engaged in the Christian
witness of peacemaking and reconciliation. For generations, and to the ends of the earth, Presbyterians have
borne witness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Our witness has been profound in our own communities
and in places we ourselves have never been, around the corner and around the world.
The Peace & Global Witness offering is used to expand global witness while maintaining Presbyterians'
longstanding commitment of working toward peacemaking and reconciliation.
Congregations and
presbyteries keep 25% of receipts for peace and witness ministries of our choice.
For many of us it is easy to see the violence around us and hear of the violence across the globe and feel as
though it is a wilderness we are abandoned to. Even in our doubts, our fears, or suffering, God can spread a
table of peace for all to share.

You can make your contribution to this Presbyterian-wide Special
Offering on World Communion Sunday, October 1st!

