
 

 
 

 

                                                                                              
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Each Sunday we have the opportunity to “say what we believe.”  We use ancient liturgies and modern 
confessions to guide us in this endeavor and our faith tradition is saturated with historical guidance.  
But have you tried to add your own words to this important work?  It can be a difficult task to say what 
you believe.  How would you start and what would it sound like? 
 
We live in a time of catch phrases, sound bites, and texts of 140 characters or less.  Unfortunately, 
that has infiltrated the church as well.  We have all seen these attempts on social media, billboards, or 
even advertisements for churches.  Our faith is wonderfully complex and profoundly simple, but it 
should not be summed up. 
 
This is a story I ran across recently about the theologian and preacher Karl Barth: 
 
“After the service in a parish church where Barth had been preaching one Sunday, he was met at the 
door by a man who greeted him with these words: ‘Professor Barth, thank you for your sermon.  I’m 
an astronomer, you know, and as far as I am concerned, the whole of Christianity can be summed up 
by saying, ‘Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.’” 
 
“Barth replied: ‘Well, I am just a humble theologian, and as far as I am concerned, the whole of 
astronomy can be summed up by saying, ‘Twinkle, twinkle little star, how I wonder what you are.’” 
 
Can you imagine the astronomer’s face?  Dr. Barth was being a little cheeky in his response, but his 
point is clear.  The richness of our God is not a sound bite or tweet. 
 
One of my seminary professors always followed up a student’s answer to a question with “hmm, say a 
little more.”  When it comes to our faith, putting it into words should be an opportunity to “say more.”  
Saying more doesn’t allow us to fall into the traps of catchy phrasing or sound bite faith but affords us 
opportunity to better flesh out our own faith while allowing other as richer dialogue.  So when it comes 
to your faith, I will always invite you to “Say More.” 
 
        God Bless, 
 

         Tom 

 
 
 
 

A WORD FROM TOM  



 

 
 

 

(In) Forming Faith 

 
Faith Formation has many ministry opportunities to bring to your attention this month.  See the 

next few pages for reminders, announcements, and thank-you’s! 

 

Southminster and Summer Camp: 

 

Thank You!  Thanks to all those who dropped off items for the counselors at Living River this 

summer.  Your generosity was greatly appreciated as it helped young adults serving at camp 

be revitalized and strong in the knowledge that they were not alone in their ministry! 

 

Montreat Thank You! 

 

Soon after you read this, Mark Hopkins, Betsy Murphy, 

Hopper Coley, Katie Habeeb, Sam Kirkpatrick, Elizabeth 

Corcoran, Noelle Thrasher, George Curry and William 

Curry will be joining fifteen other folks from Presby BYG on 

their trek to Montreat, leaving Saturday, July 7th and returning the following Saturday, July 14th.  

Thanks to all for your gifts and contributions to make this trip a life changing reality for our group 

and many more besides.  We especially thank you for your prayers and ask that you continue 

to keep us close in prayer.  Look for the annual Montreat Report in September at a Wednesday 

fellowship supper! 

 

Vacation Bible School 

 

A chance to experience the ride of a lifetime is right around the corner!  Join us July 22nd – 

25th, each evening from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. as there are activities for both children and adults.  

We can’t wait to share this time with you!  A light supper will be served at 5:30 p.m., with 

programming starting at 6:00 p.m.  Register yourself, your child/children, your neighbors, your 

friends by going to:  https://rrr.cokesburyvb.com/southminster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montreat or Bust…. 

https://rrr.cokesburyvb.com/southminster


 

 
 

 

 
 
Our Youth and Adults will continue to meet, taking a break on July 8th for the 4th of July holiday weekend.  Be on 
the lookout for a message to each class from Faith Formation about plans for August 12th as we kickoff the new 
year with Faith Formation Sunday. 

  
Adult Schedule Children’s schedule 

July 1—Peacemaking at the General Assembly 
Mark Hopkins (Commissioner to the 2018 General 
Assembly) Leads 
 
July 8—No Sunday School due to July 4th Holiday 
 
July 15: Peacemaking in Music 
Larry Hardin Leads 
 
July 22: Commitment to Peacemaking, Part 1, 
Dr. Tom Bryson leads 
 
July 29: Commitment to Peacemaking, Part 2 
deNay Kirkpatrick leads 
 
August 5: Commitment to peacemaking, Part 3 
and Next Steps, 
Dr. Tom Bryson leads 
 

July 1 John 5:1-9  Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 
 
July 8—no Sunday School due to July 4th Holiday 
 
July 15 Luke 7:11-17: Compassion that Heals 
 
 
July 22 Matthew 25:31-46: Lord, When Was It? 
 
 
July 29  Luke 10:25–37: The One Who Showed Mercy 
 
 
August 5 Mark 10:17-27: The One Thing 
 

 

 
 
 
 

       
 

First, much thanks for your prayers and encouragement for my trip to GA.  As of the writing of this, I 
have been to three plenary sessions and five committee meetings, and it’s only Tuesday lunch time.  I 
still have nine plenary session to go.  I look forward to describing more specific aspects of business 
achieved when I return.  On Sunday I worshipped with Southminster Presbyterian Church in Crestwood, 
MO.  They also recently celebrated sixty years as a worshiping community.  I can tell you the 
Presbyterian Church is alive and strong.  The 2020 vision team presented this vision of the church:  Be 
– Prayerful, Courageous, United, Serving, and Alive.  Also, the Stated Clerk of General Assembly asked 
us to serve with energy, intelligence, imagination and love!  I have been seeking to do each of these 
and commend them to you in your daily Christian walk.  Thank you for your trust in me and your love 
of Jesus Christ our Lod and Savior. 
 

          Mark Hopkins 

Report from the General Assembly  



 

 
 

 
 
       

 
A summary of the actions taken at Session meetings since the last newsletter is as follows: 
 

1. The Session approved the Outreach Ministry Unit recommendation to designate the local portion 
of the Pentecost Offering to Presbyterian Home for Children. 
 

2. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to continue discussions with 
the Upward Sports program regarding improvements to the soccer field playing surface, and to 
continue evaluation of the best options to fund potential increases in irrigation cost. 
 

3. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to dispose of the retired 
church bus by whatever means available. 
 

4. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to reactivate the Columbarium 
Committee for future planning of a columbarium. 
 

5. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommended following dates for the second 
half of 2018 for the celebration of Holy Communion and home or hospital communion visits by 
Pastors or Elders:  August 5, September 2, October 7, November 4, December 2, and December 
24 (Christmas Eve). 
 

6. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation to ask Presbytery to 
request that the Board of Pensions waive the vacancy dues for the Associate Pastor of Education 
and Youth Ministries position due to no intent to begin the constitutional steps to fill the position. 
 

7. The Session approved the Administrative Ministry Unit recommendation for the Moderator to 
form a special committee to study and develop a job description for a non-ordained staff 
position, to include some of the job duties formerly done by the Associate Pastor for Education 
and Youth Ministries, and any other duties deemed relevant for the future of the church. 

 

8. The Session approved the Faith Formation Ministry Unit recommendation to decorate the 
Sanctuary for Vacation Bible School for the Worship service on July 22.  Specifics of the 
decorations will be done in consultation with the Pastor. 
 

9. The Session approved the Faith Formation Ministry Unit recommended changes to the Nursery 
Guidelines appendix to the Southminster Organizational Manual. 
 

10. The Session approved inviting Reverend Will Christians to participate in the July 15 Worship 
Service, including assisting in the baptism of Daniel Spencer Cook, preaching, and sharing in 
Worship leadership. 
 

11. The Session approved the calling of a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, September 9, 
following the Worship service, for the purpose of electing six Elders to the Session class of 2021, 
one Trustee from the Class of 2021, four Congregation-at-Large members for the 2019 
Nominating Committee, and any other business related to these actions. 
 

Clerk of Session Report 



 

 
 

12. The Session requested that the Nominating Committee nominate a church officer candidate to 
fill the vacancy in the Session Class of 2019. 

 
         Respectfully submitted, 

  

            Bill Christians 

 

 

 
      

 

       

Summer is here!!!  There are no regular Wednesday night suppers, and we won’t be having weekly 

Fellowship Suppers … but we are having monthly potluck suppers!!!  Make plans to attend on 

Wednesday, July 18th for a potluck dinner and Wednesday, August 15th for a light dinner with a 

homemade ice cream social. 

 

The fall schedule will begin September 5th with a meal and our Ministry Unit meetings.  The following 

week, September 12th, we will present our annual Montreat report! 

 

      Mark Hopkins, Fellowship Ministry Unit Moderator 

  
 
 

       
 

 
The Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation for Ministry seeks to bring Christ and His love to our 
local and global communities by awarding grants to selected charitable ministries consistent with the 
principles of Christian stewardship.  Applications for grants to be awarded in the fourth quarter of 2018 
are being accepted from June 1sth through September 1st, 2018.  The grants process and timeline are 
as follows: 
 

1.  Applications are due on or before September 1st. 
2. Applicants will be notified on or before November 30th. 
3. Funds will be disbursed according to the terms of the grant, generally at the time of the grant 

notification. 
4. All grant recipients are required to submit an annual report on grant impact.  The report is due 

by September 1st of the year following the award year.  As a minimum, the report shall address 
how the program performed against its stated goals. 
 

For additional details, go to http://www.southminserfoundation.com. 
 

 
 
 
 

Summer Potluck Suppers 

Southminster Presbyterian Church Foundation for Ministry 

http://www.southminserfoundation.com/


 

 
 

       
 

 
In addition to our regular Chancel Choir members, we are blessed with the incredible voices of Justice Allen, 

DeLee Benton, Stacy Daniels, and Kimberly Green, who are our paid scholarship singers.  The scholarship 

singers were paid by members thru special contributions to the Scholarship Singers Fund.  A few years ago, 

the decision was made to pay them from the General Operating Fund.  Due to the projected deficit this 

year the decision was made to pay them from the Music Fund which has now been depleted.  The annual 

cost for the singers is typically $10,000.00.  We are asking for your help by making a small contribution 

monthly to help offset the cost of having these four talented people who make such a vital contribution to 

our worship service. 

 

 
 

 

 

       

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver – 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

Stewardship can display itself in different ways.  Consider the work of Paul and Jesus.  Jesus is championing 

a kingdom and Paul is building a church.  Jesus had a sense of urgency and Paul was establishing a church 

to celebrate Jesus. 

 

For many, stewardship often means money, and money often evokes the thoughts of self-preservation.  We 

need to think of stewardship in new ways.  Stewardship is about how we use the gifts and resources God 

has given us.  When we use our time, talent, and gifts, we are working to make the world more properly 

reflect God’s kingdom.  To do that, we must put our gifts at risk, if that is what it takes. 

 

Prayer:  Lead me, God, to move beyond fear to generosity.  Open my life to the wonder of your creative 

activity in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

       
Many thanks to Pastor Tom, Bill Christians, and Dereck Stewart for moving Gene Daughtry's furniture to his 

new room at St. Martin's.  (Note new address: 100 Woodside Drive, Apt. 924).  And thanks to Betsy and all 

of his other friends for the support and encouragement during his hospitalization and rehab.  We couldn't 

have made it without you!  

Sharon Shuler 
 

 Our hearts are full of gratitude for the "Southminster Medical Team" and Tom for their quick response to 

my little 'dust-up' during worship service recently.  These transplanted Texans are so blessed to be 

embraced by this loving, caring congregation.  Our thanks to you all. 

 

         Bob & Carole Bohne 

Administrative Ministry Unit 

In Generosity Let God Lead 

Thank You Notes Received 



 

 
 

 
 
Thank you for making the Pentecost CANpaign a great success.  We collected 257 cans!!!  Great job, 
Southminster!!! 
 
FIRST LIGHT!!!  We have three more opportunities to serve the women and children of this very 
special place for 2018.  If you are unable to participate on any of the following dates, but want to know 
how you can help, we can assist you with that!  Please contact Sara Brown or Heather Benoit with 
questions, hesitations, or meal ideas.  We are here to make this a fun and filling experience. 
 

Dinner – Saturday, October 13th, Sunday, November 11th; Saturday, December 8th 
 
 

SOS DAY ON THE MOVE was JUST AWESOME!!  Church members from both Southminster and Jesus 
is Lord Ministries (Dereck Stewart's church) joined forces and worked hard to beautify a place of 
worship and gathering.  People helping people is what it’s all about!  Thank you to all who helped on 
June 23rd, but also those who worked hard to make this happen!  See the Outreach Bulletin Board for 
more pictures of all the work that took place that Saturday! 
 
 

      Sara Brown, Moderator 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach News 



 

 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 

1124 Montgomery Highway 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

Church:   205/822-1124 

Church Fax:  205/822-6739 

Website Address:  http://southminsterpcusa.org 

E-Mail Address:  southmin@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

When? –  July 22-25   Supper is at 5:30 in Grace Hall and programs will be from 6:00-7:30. Children will start 

in the sanctuary and adults will remain in Grace Hall. 

 

Who? –  All ages are included, 4k-adult, and there will be a nursery for the younger children of volunteers 

and adult attendees. 

 

What? – Children will enjoy a “Rolling River Rampage” learning that God is always with us!  

Adults will study “The Trinity: God’s Love Overflowing”. 

 

Have you registered?  I hope so, but it’s not too late.  Everyone needs to register, children 

and adults, if you are coming to VBS (even our volunteers)!   This enables us to have 

enough volunteers, chairs to sit in, craft supplies and especially, dinner for all.  You can 

register at http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/southminster or by calling the church office. 

 

 
 

 

 

       
Thank you to Libby Stephens and Laura Bannon for providing food for our two Safe Sanctuary adult trainings in 

June.  Special thanks to the thirteen people who took the training in June, enabling them to work with our 

children and youth!  What a blessing for our congregation to have these people who are willing to give their 

time to enrich the lives of our young people! 

 

Staff Members 
The Rev. Dr. Tom Bryson, Pastor 

Larry Hardin, Dir. Of Music Ministries 

David Renaker, Organist 

Jeanie Covin, Dir. Of Day School 

Betsy Murphy, Church Administrator 

Dereck Stewart, Sexton 
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Vacation Bible School 

Thanks for Caring About Our Children! 

http://southminsterpcusa.org/
mailto:southmin@bellsouth.net
http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/southminster

