December Soundings
On our bank overlooking Lake Tuscaloosa is a most persistent tree. Since it has
huge leaves that block our view of the water, I cut it down. Next spring it was
growing back. I cut it down. That tree and I are still at it 15 years running now. The
stump keeps growing bigger each year.
Isaiah prophesied this long ago: “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of its roots…” Jesse, of course, is the father of David,
upon whom the spirit of the Lord came at his anointing to be King of Israel.
The Jesse Tree is a barren branch from a tree coming up out of a stump of a tree. On the branches are symbols
from the Old Testament to point towards the coming of Jesus, son of David, Son of God. We must be careful to
read the Old Testament as it was given first to God’s chosen people, Israel. Isaiah was obviously pointing toward
a new King of Israel who would bring the nation back to David’s glory days. Our God does the unexpected and
surprises every generation with the one who shoots out of the stump for: “The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord…”
So, on the branches of the Jesse Tree are symbols to remind us of the continuing story of God’s saving work
begun from before the foundations of the world. Each symbol represents a Holy/human encounter. Seen from
our distance, a plan can be seen … a plan of Jesus coming to save.
We hang our life stories also on that Jesse Tree because we too are a part of the family of Jesus. We belong to
the continuing story of Christ’s coming to be among us, with us, for us – Emmanuel.

Charlie Durham

Christmas Poinsettia Dedication

The Christmas Poinsettia Dedication List and Order Forms are posted on the bulletin board outside Grace Hall;
cost per plant is $13.00. Please sign the list, noting the number of plants you wish to dedicate. Take and
complete an order form, attach your payment and return both to Betsy Murphy in the Church Office by Monday,
December 11th. If you have questions, please call Judy Boyes at 205-901-4184.

Longest Night
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” – Matthew 11:28-30

Advent is a time of light, of excited anticipation, of hope, peace, joy, and love as we become more and more
aware of Christ in our midst.
Often that time of anticipation is done with a spirit of adventure – that is why we have an Advent Challenge, as
well as many other exciting programs of study and service being made available to all of you (and any family or
friends you invite along) in the month ahead. A blend of new ways to engage the season, as well as the
continued traditions that have sustained many for years, will no doubt prompt new insight and new experiences
of Christ as Emmanuel, God with us, in these days.
One place where new avenues of discovery and traditional devotion will meet will be during a Service of Prayer
and Light commemorating the “Longest Night” on Wednesday, December 20, from 6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. in
the sanctuary. This service will be an opportunity to consider another reality of our seasonal celebrations, the
truth that for many these holy days bring to mind not only a reminder of joy, but a memory of loss, not only an
aspect of peace, but a feeling of unrest, not only a sense of wonder, but a time of wandering.
Thus, we will have the opportunity to do what Christ does best: Gather. Sing. Pray. Remember. In the process
we will again place our trust in the God who holds us all close when it is dark, as we wait for the coming of Christ
again to be the light of the world.
For years Southminster has had an Advent Wednesday Night service, and this will be the second year where
there will be a special time to pray and be anointed with oil as a symbol for healing and wholeness. This year,
the service is a little later in the season than it has been in the past, but this extra time allows us also to offer
new elements, including the opportunity to light a candle in memory of a loved one, and increased lay leadership
in the service. Nursery will be provided, and no reservations are needed.
I hope you make an opportunity to come be part of this service and to offer your prayers of compassion and
supplication as we consider all the ways Christ comes to us, and invites us to come to him who bears our
concerns with love and light.
The Lord Bless and Keep You always,

Ben
Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the January Sounds of Southminster and calendar is Tuesday morning, December 26th. Please
send all articles you would like included in this edition of the newsletter to me by email,
bets_southmin@bellsouth.net, or place them in my church mail box in the print room. Thanks in advance!

(In) Forming Faith
CELEBRATING
➢ Our time of learning about and setting up the Chrismon Tree was enlightening and affirming of
the fellowship we share at Southminster. Thanks to all individuals and families who participated.
We appreciate your help in making the church ready for Advent. Read elsewhere in the Sounds
for other ways you can continue to embrace the themes and ideas behind the Chrismons this
season by participating in “The Advent Challenge.”

EXPERIENCING
➢ Advent Notes
In addition to our Advent Challenge, we have a variety of other programs to make Advent right
for you and your family:
Devotions Available: Devotional material is available in the narthex. Please limit one per family.
Children’s Sunday School: On December 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th, our children will be meeting
together for a special Advent series each Sunday morning. Meet in the Fancher Fellowship Hall
for a variety of creative responses to the stories of Jesus’ birth.
Seekers Sunday School: This class, which meets next to the nursery, will be led by Dr. Charlie
Durham during Advent and will make a Jesse Tree (a creative project that depicts the story of
Jesus’ birth) to be displayed in the church.
*Other Adult classes also have special Advent plans; contact Ben for more details.
Children’s Christmas Presentation: Make plans to come see a reader’s theater led by Charlie
and Sandy Durham, featuring a children’s choir performance on Wednesday, December 13, 6
p.m. in Grace Hall.
GBM Mission: Southminster Children and Youth will again be partnering in mission with GBM this
December.
On Sunday, December 3, 5 pm-7 pm, all youth are invited to meet at the church and go to
Target for a shopping excursion as we buy gifts for GBM. We’ll do dinner out so bring some
money for both gifts and food, about $15.
On Saturday, December 16th at 11:00 am, the youth will meet at the church, load up the
presents, grab a bite to eat and head to Greater Birmingham Ministries to unload and help sort
donations.
Then, on Sunday, December 17, we have a FULL DAY of service and celebration! Youth will have
an opportunity to serve breakfast at First Light. Details on time frame and other logistics will be
shared soon. That night will be a Presby BYG Christmas Party. For now, just save the date.

ANTICIPATING
Some dates to keep in mind as the new year beckons!
➢ February 2nd-4th: Presbytery Youth Retreat at Living River!
➢ February 7th: Montreat FUNdraiser: Mardi Gras Potluck Party! Plan your recipes for this Cajunthemed night of food and fellowship!

Clerk of Session Report
A summary of the actions taken in the November Stated Session meeting is as follows:
1. The Session examined Elders-Elect and unanimously approved Barbara Sansom to be ordained to the
office of Elder and installed for service on the Session; and Susannah Christians, Gretchen Cloud, Curtis
Eatman, Mike Horton, Jim Prince, and George VanKirk, already ordained, to be installed for service on
the Session.
2. In an electronic vote, the Session approved the Fellowship Ministry Unit recommendation to replace the
Grace Hall kitchen icemaker from the Capital Fund at a not to exceed cost of $2,900.
3. The Session reactivated the Pastoral Transition Team as a special Session committee to work, if needed,
on Transitional Pastor planning.
4. The Session approved calling a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 31, immediately following
the Worship service, for the annual review of the Associate Pastor’s Terms of Call and to hear a report
of 2017 finances and the budget for 2018.
5. The Session approved the Congregational Care Ministry Unit recommendation to remove twenty-five
names from the Active Membership Roll.
6. The Session approved the amended Congregational Care Ministry Unit requested modification to the
ministry unit section of the Southminster Organizational Manual.
7. The Session approved the Outreach Ministry Unit recommendation for a Minute for Mission on January
21, 2018, for the Rise Against Hunger fundraiser and meal packing event.
8. The Session approved the Property Ministry Unit recommendation to send a letter of support to the City
of Vestavia Hills for the plan for a pedestrian connection between City Hall and the Wald Park complex.
9. The Session approved the Worship Minsitry Unit recommendation to invite Reverend Betty Angelini,
Executive Director of the Living River Camp and Conference Center, to preach and share in worship
leadership on January 7, 2018.
10. The Session approved the Worship Ministry Unit recommendation to hold Ordination/Installation
Sunday on January 14, 2018, and serve Holy Communion.
11. The Session approved dismissing the Long-Range Church Planning Committee sub-committee formed to
meet with Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian, at their request, as part of the discernment of their future.
12. The Session approved the Long-Range Church Planning Committee recommendation to have Worship
and Generosity Ministry Units work together to develop and implement a plan to educate the
Congregation on the Biblical idea of tithing and consider practices within Worship that would increase a
sense of joyous generosity.

13. The Session approved the Long-Range Church Planning Committee recommendation to have Faith Formation
and Outreach Ministry Units work together to develop and implement a plan to reach out and invite
individuals within the community to the church.
14. The Session approved the Sixtieth Anniversary Special Session Committee recommendation to use the
remainder of funds raised for the Habitat for Humanity build to purchase a washer and dryer for the home.
15. With thanks for its work, the Session approved dissolving the Sixtieth Anniversary Special Session Committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Christians

Attention Session Members

Moderators are to submit Ministry Unit reports by Sunday, December 10th. All Session members are asked to
pick up minutes, agenda, and reports following worship on the 10th in preparation for the Stated Meeting on
Monday, December 11th, at 5:30 PM in Grace Hall.

Day School News

We are as busy as elves at SDS this month! Our students are preparing for our annual Christmas program and
we hope you will make plans to come and be a part of this special night with us. The program will be held at
Metro Church, 2800 Metropolitan Way, Birmingham, AL 35243 at 6:30 on December 14th. We are looking
forward to a special evening of celebrating the birth of Jesus!
Along with the holiday preparations, SD students are hard at work with their school studies. We invite you to
walk the halls of the classrooms and enjoy the many book reports, the beautiful artwork, and other things that
are on display throughout the building. We are proud of them.
As this festive season approaches, may we be reminded to reflect the love of Jesus. May His love be evident
here!
Merry Christmas!

O Great Mystery…Alleluia!
“O great mystery and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the
new-born Lord, lying in a manger.” Thus begins the ancient text
expressing the wonder with which we ponder the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. This text, originally
a chant, has fascinated composers since the earliest days of the church. You will have the opportunity to hear
one setting of this beautiful text on Sunday morning, December 17, as the chancel choir and guests, David
Renaker, and a chamber orchestra consisting of Alabama Symphony Orchestra players return to God the gift of
music in the form of the annual Festival Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 10:30 a.m.
In addition to Tomas Luis deVictoria’s setting of “O magnum mysterium,” there will be music by more modern
composers, including John Rutter, John Seagard, Carl Schalk, Hal H. Hopson, John Ferguson, and others. As
usual, the Chancel Choir has been working since August in preparation for this glorious service and look forward
to sharing it with you.
Please consider this your personal invitation to join us for a wonderful time of scripture and song on the third
Sunday of Advent, Gaudete (Joy) Sunday.
Soli Deo Gloria!

Larry Hardin
Wednesday Night Supper and Programs
The year is winding down and we just have a couple of Wednesay night suppers left. Take a break from the
busyness of the holiday season and make plans to join us for supper and programs in December!
December 6th:
Menu: Spaghetti and Meat Sauce, Garlic Bread, Tossed Salad and Pie
Program: Ministry Unit Meetings
Supper starts at 6:30 p.m., following Ministry Unit Meetings
December 13th:
Program: Reader Theater Program with Southminster Children and Charlie and Sandy Durham
Menu: Easy Bake Chicken, Broccoli, Chocolate Pudding
December 20th: No Wednesday Night Activities
December 27th: No Wednesday Night Activities

**Make Reservations by signing the Attendance Form on Sunday or calling the
Church Office, 822-1124, by Noon on Mondays**

Southminster
Chrismon Symbol Challenge
This Advent, you’re invited to consider the Chrismon Symbols on our Chrismon Tree in new ways!
Take in one or more of the following challenges!
1)
Decorating the Chrismon tree on November 29!
Get a hands-on experience with our Chrismons (and learn a bit more about them) from 5:30pm-7:00pm as we set up the
Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary and Grace Hall. A light supper of hot soup will be served as well.
All ages welcome; no reservations needed.
1) Social Media Symbols:
Each day or week of Advent, post on your favorite social media outlet a “sign of Christ” based on a Chrismon or
Advent theme:
Hope: December 3-9 Peace: December 10-16
Joy: December 17-23 Love: December 24-25
Post photos with hashtag: #SouthminAdvent
Photos can be put on Southminster Facebook page or sent to Ben and he will post them
2) Daily Prayer Guide:
Each day use a different Chrismon to focus your daily prayer.
3) Journaling or Note writing:
Each day using a different Chrismon, write an uplifting note or journal entry on how you “saw” that symbol during
the day.
*Look also for other Advent Resources for you and your family in the Narthex and outside the
Pulpit doors of the Sanctuary

Southminster Presbyterian Church
2017 Foundation for Ministry Grants
1.

Westminster Presbyterian Church Cultural Arts Program – Taking the Arts to School.
“Taking the Arts to School” is a bi-monthly fine art immersion experience for 5th – 8th graders that brings
professional artists, musicians, dancers, actors, authors and others to the school for one-hour sessions with
second-graders at Washington School in the North Titusville community.

2. Matthew Twenty-Eight, Inc. – Nutrition Centers in Haiti.
This grant will provide basic nutrition for two feeding centers for one year. Over 100 children would perish or be
mentally or physically handicapped due to starvation or malnutrition without this program. The Gospel of Jesus
Christ is provided through messages, singing and prayer. Medical personnel visit each center twice a year.
3. AlaQuest Collaborative for Education – Life Skills Education for Youth.
This program uses a research-based and experiential Social and Emotional Learning curriculum for 1,950 students
at McAdory Middle School and the Fairfield City Schools. Individuals will acquire knowledge, attitudes and skills
necessary to manage emotions, set positive goals and make responsible decisions.
4. Congo Partnership Team, Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley – Hydro Plant Living Quarters.
These funds will help the Congo Team build a small two-room building where hydro-operators can live adjacent
to the dam and hydro plant. The building will be used by technicians while they are on duty in the Congo.
5. Cahaba Valley Health Care – Dental Program.
The funds will go to purchase two “shorty motors” necessary to provide dental care to patients. The clinic is now
at Cooper Green, and since moving there in 2016, has seen an increase of 300 per cent in patient visits.
6. UKirk Birmingham – Montreat Scholarship Fund.
This new PCUSA campus ministry serves college students and young adults in the Birmingham area. This grant
will send 10 students and two adults to the College Conference at Montreat Conference Center in January 2018.
7. Better Basics – Motivator of Reading Enrichment (MORE).
Funding for 2017-18 school year will provide support for the Better Basics MORE program. Books and resources
will be provided for students and teachers, and allow volunteers to serve in classrooms weekly.
8. Living River – Youth Worker Training.
A two-phase response to the increasing incidence of bullying and suicide in middle and high school students in
our communities. A one-day training for youth workers led by SOUL SHOP for Youth Workers will equip the
attendees with information and techniques. Phase Two will be a retreat for the students in the Fall of 2018.
9. Assistance League of Birmingham – Operation School Bell.
Operation School Bell provides new school clothing, shoe vouchers, and hygiene products to economically
disadvantaged school children. This grant will clothe about 90 children in the community.

Outreach Ministry Unit News
Our recent reception for Southminster Day School’s First Grade was a wonderful success! Grace Hall was filled
with happy students, teachers, parents and grandparents enjoying the day. Again and again we heard how
thankful SDS is for the ministry to children given by our Church. In like manner, we expressed how grateful we
are for SDS and for the opportunity to share the good news of our church!
Outreach is happy to report we have an additional website monitor from our church. Janet Nebrig has
graciously agreed to serve as a volunteer to update and add new things to our site regularly. She welcomes any
pictures you have or important information to share that will be helpful in keeping our site current. Her email
is ajnebrig@charter.net.
Our quarterly flyer is now available on the chest as you enter Grace Hall and in the Narthex near the Flower
Calendar. Help yourself to several and give one to a friend, or place them anywhere you find useful in our
community to help spread the story of Southminster.
If you haven’t marked your calendar for our upcoming Meal Packing Event on March 10, please do so now!
Fundraising for Rise Against Hunger will begin in January and we will again pack 20,000 meals to help stop
hunger! Packing this year will be at First Presbyterian. Members and non-members are welcome to join in the
effort.
First Light Opportunities to serve in 2018: Watch for a sign-up sheet on the Outreach bulletin board this month.
Dinner – Sunday, January 14th
Dinner – Sunday, February 18th
Breakfast – Sunday, March 18th

Dinner – Sunday, April 1st
Breakfast – Sunday, May 20th
Dinner – Sunday, June 3rd

The Children’s Choir will be singing several Christmas hymns to accompany the Reader Theater Program, “Angels
and Other Strangers,” performed by Charlie and Sandy Durham at fellowship dinner on Wednesday, December
13th. A short practice will be held following worship this Sunday, December 10th at 11:30 a.m. in the choir room.
Please let Heather Benoit know if you’d like for your child to participate.

Linda Carey, Moderator

Bunch for Lunch
The Bunch for Lunch group will gather on Tuesday, December 19th at 11:45 am at The Pita Stop, located at 3908
Crosshaven Drive, in Vestavia Hills. Please make plans to join us for a delicious lunch and wonderful fellowship
to celebrate the Christmas season. Contact Evelyn Ellison at 822-9634 to make your reservation!

Generosity Ministry Unit
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING – Envelops for this annual special offering will be available in the pews from
December 10th through December 24th. Your gifts will be equally distributed to the Assistance program of the
Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. Listen for details in Minutes
for Mission on December 10 and December 17, and look for information available on those same dates in the
narthex and on the table where you pick up Worship Bulletins at the entrance to the sanctuary from Grace Hall.
Please give generously!
2018 PLEDGE UPDATE – Thank you for your generous response to our 2018 Annual Campaign. As of this writing,
we have only 14 outstanding pledges from those who pledged last year. If you have not yet pledged, please try
to get your pledges in as soon as possible. We are on part to exceed our total pledges to the General Fund for
2017! Thank you all!

David Stephens, Generosity Moderator

Congregational Meeting
The Session has called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, December 31, 2017, immediately following
the 10:30 AM worship service for the annual review of the Associate Pastor's Terms of Call and to hear a report
of 2017 finances and the budget for 2018.

GREATER BIRMINGHAM MINISTIRES
GIFT BOX MISSION
Pick up a gift box from under the Chrismon Tree in the Sanctuary.
✓ Look inside for gift ideas and return your empty box.
✓ Purchase your gifts. Do not wrap them.
✓ Place your gifts in the designated Gift Box outside of Grace Hall.
✓ Please have your gifts here by Sunday morning, December 11 th, as the Joy Junction Sunday School Class
will be delivering items to Greater Birmingham Ministries immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship
service.
✓

THANK YOU FOR HELPING SOMEONE ELSE
ENJOY CHRISTMAS
A LITTLE MORE THIS YEAR!!
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